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I love: thee. ar Seu n Human 
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Mark 13. in thoſe Words, But o goon Day and 
32. that Hour knoweth no Man, no uot the 
_ Angels which are in Heautn, neithir the 
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ſatisfie nis Hunger, but to inſtruct his 
Diſcipies;; to ſnhew them in this harren 
Fig - tree (which he curſed, for its Har- 
renneſs, and whick immediately wi- 
thered ay upon this Curſe ). the 
Fate of | Feruſalem, and at the ſame 
time to to them the Neceſſity 
of Fruitfulneſs and the Danger of Bar- 
1 was what ou Sviw 

id not then expound! to em, nor 
comprehend ; und therefore St. Mar 
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the Year, that Leaves were the: _— 
that the Fig - troe yet had put forth; 
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there was only Leaves an it + but then 
the Ex pectation of Fruit was unreaſun- 
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want of it, mote unreaſanable ſtill. 
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Thing with the Prophers in the Old 7 

Teftament, to expreſs the Threats NO 
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Words, but by fuch ſymbolical AR £ 

moſt lively manner re- 

preſent their Sin and Pubilment,' And 
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III. by Chri/?'s curſing it, their utter Exci- 
ſion and Extermination. This ie the 
very Thing which our Lord denounced 
in the Parable of the 2 both in 
the Chapter immediately following this, 
and in Mat. a1. where the Lord of 4 
Vineyard ſends. his Servants firſt, and 
afterwards his Son, to demand Fruit in. 
its Seaſon of thoſe Husbandmen to whom 
he had lett it out; and when theſe 
Husbandmen, inſtead of ſending Fruit, 
11]-intreated and ſlew his Servants firſt; 
and then his Son, our Lord makes the 
Jews themſelves Judges in this Caſes 
When the Lord therefore of the Vineyar 
cometh, What will he do unto thoſe Huſ. 
andmen? They ſay unto him, he will 
miſerably deſtroy thoſe wicked Men, and 
will let out his Vineyard unto other Huſ- 
bandmen, which ſhall render him the Frutts 
in their Seaſons. This Sentence our 
Lord confirms as juſt; and applying the 
hole Parable to that People, concludes, 
ver. 43. Therefore ſay I wito you, the 
Kingdom of God ſhall be. taken — Jo 
and given to a Nation bringing forth the 
Fruits thereof, This was what the Pro- 
pliet I/aiah had long before foreſeen and 
foretold in the moſt moving and eloquent 
manner, A Well-beloved hath 4 Vineyard: 
in a very fruitful Hill, and be fenced it, 
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Win WI; i | 
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arron Fig-tree: _— 


And does not the Seripture ſay "the erl. 
ſame Thing? Doss it not in à thou. WW 
ſand Places aſſure us, that this 18 tles 1 
reat Deſign of Go, that this is the 
Fruie he expeds from us, and that with» 
out it we cannot in the leaſt. anſwer. the 
End of Gop in our Creation and Rev 
demption? Need J put you in Mind 
how oſten our Sion compares his 
Word to Sec, and his Hearerg 80 Mat: 18. 
Ground, which he pronounces Good or 
Bad, as it does, or does not bring forth 4 
Fruit > What need 1 eall to your Res 1 
membrance the Parable of the Talents? Vt 1% 
From which we learn, that twill not 9 
be enough for us, ut the Day of Judg- 
ment, not to have mit- pent our Taletityy = 1 
we muſt improve and increaſe them, or 1 
elſe we are loſt for ever. I will dwell : 
upon this Matter no longer. The af 
/el every-where teſtifies, that this is the 
great End of all that Gob has done for 
us, natnely, That being made free from 
Nin, and become Servants to God, we 
/boutd have our. Fruit unto Holineſs, and © 
the end everlaſting Life. 8 
You ſee then what Gop expects, and 
low jap and reaſonable this Expectation 
10% I befeech you examine yourſelves 
low well you anſwer it. You have the 
Word of Gob conſtantly preach'd to 
Cc Jou, 


Motte, 9. 
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Inferences from the Curſe "m1 
38 8 e — 15 
you : Do you bring forth the Fruit of it 


in your Lives? Or do you come hi- 


ing of the Preacher And ſo the pow» 


erful Speaker is to Poet juſt what Gon, 


ther to obſerve and cenſure the Geſture, = 
the Language, the Delivery, the Learn - 


Jews, And lo, thou art wato them 46 '@ 


wy —_— of one that hath 4 plea» 
ſant Voice, an 


can play well on n I. 


ftrument ; for they hear thy Words, and 
do them not. You have the Sacra» 
ment of the Lord's Supper adminiſtred 
here Weekly: What Conſolation, what 
Strength do you derive from it? 
our Love inflam'd, your Faith eſty- 


liſh'd, your Vigilance quickned, and 


your Zeal increas'd by it? Or do you. 
return from it cold and lifeleſs as you 


came; and repeat it, not becauſe you 
feel any Satisfaction in it, or reap any 


Benefit from it; but only becauſe you 
cannot decently avoid it, or eaſily habe 


off the Conſcience of the Duty? You 


devout Thirſt that beſ] you to have 


have here daily Prayers: Do you reſort 


to them in that Number, and with that 


2 true Notion of the Honour and Dig- 
nity of Publick Worſhip? Our Hymns 
and Praiſes are Imitations of the Halle- 


luiah's above; and our Liturgy * 0 
9 N is 


Ec — „ _— 
this =o an im wed Rudimem: of So, T = 4 
that more perfect ip which we * = 
ſhall one: Da as wang in The Choir of . 
Heaven. Ahl how unfit is it then to _ 
come hither out of Form or Cuſtom © 
and when we are here, to have bs 1 
Thoughts wandring, or out Hearts un- 
iſfe hed? How much it imports us #4 
examine ourſelves _—_— 

Things, you will eafily diſcern the 
next Obſervation 1 made from the Teur, 


which I ant now to f ef 7 
Secondly, ri turſng 5th . 
upon Which 1 
it immediately ate away z we „ 
cannot but ans that Barrenneſs or 1 
Untruitfulneſs, under the Means of 
Grace, is a da erous, a 1 5 7 
this, 
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State, Lou cannot be ignorant 06 
if you read the 222 Thoſe 
Words of our Lord cannot, but upon 
this Occaſion, come into your Minds, = 
Behold, theſe three Tears I come ſeeking Luke 13 ©, 3 
Fruit on this Fig-tree, and find none : cut - 8 
i: down, why cumbreth it the 1? 9 
Hear again St. Paul, Foy the Earth which „% 
drinketh in the Rain that cometh oft up» 7% Wo 
on 1t, and bringeth forth Herbs meet for 
them by whom it it dreſſed, receiveth + 
Bleſſing from God + But that which 7 — 
eth Thorns and 1 71 is rejefied, and 
2 


% * 
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 Inferences from the Curſe 


Vol. III. ib .»igh unto curſing, whoſe Bud iz to'be 
ww burned, Ah 1 How ſoon may'ſt thou 
be harder'd into a Reprobate Senſe? 
How ſoon may God withdraw his Spie. 

rit, and give thee up unto thy ſelf? . 

How ſoon may the Day of Grace ſet, 

and riſe no more upon thee. for ever? 

This indeed is the acceptable Time, this 

is the Day of Salvation; but if thou now |! 
hardeneſt thy Heart, how can'ſt thou 

tell how long it may laſt > Look, I 
beſeech thee, about thee, and mark how 
Sinners fall on thy Right Hand and on 

thy Left, ſome in a miſerable, and o 

thers in a doubtful State with reſpect to 
Eternity; ſome in the full Career of 

their Sins, others amidſt the Purpoſes 

and Defigns of a Future Repentance, o 

at beſt but in the | Beginnings of it, 

and only upon the Borders of the Lig: 

dom of God, How knoweſt thou how 

ſoon this may be thy Lot? What i 

the Ground of thy Preſumption? Wik 

what vain Hope do'ſt thou flatter th 

ſelf? Do'ſt thou contemn the Au 

and Omnipotence of Gop, a Holy, 4 
Jealous God? Or do'ſt thou think his 
Ooodneſs ſuch, that he can never. be 
WEI — 2 Pcti2.4 exaſperated? He that ſpared not the An. 
I.. gels when they /inned, will he ſpare thec, 
1811348 who do'ſt obſtinately perſiſt in Sin," u 
5 Defiance 


Vas (9 
5 
f ' 


ey? He that ſpa 
People, the Seed of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, his | 
will he n haſt nothi 
of this Nature to pretend to? Alas 
Alas | if thou knoweſt not that 7% 


entance, thy hardneſs and impenitent * * 
r des bn treaſure up wnto thy 
ſelf Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, 
and Revelation of the | Righteous Judg- 
ment of God. And ſure! y, thou can't 
not think that Indignation and Wrath, 
Tribulation and Anguifh, the Loſs of a. 
Heaven, and the incurring a Hell, are 
trifling and inconſiderable Things, fit 
to be deſpis d and ſlighted. No, No; 
if thou do'ſt not fear theſe Things, 
there can be but one Reaſon for it;; 
thou art blinded and infatuated by the 
Luſts of the Body, and the Cares of 
the World ; and hence it is that thou 
art not ſenſible of the Preſence of a 


to come: Thou art wholly taken up 
with the Preſent, and haſt no time to 
think on a Future State: Thy Heart is 
lo ſet upon, and ſo far engaged in the 
Things of this World, that thou can'ſt 
have no Notion of, nor Concern for 
148 C 3 thoſe 
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Defiance of Light and Grace and Vier- Sch l. 
ö * ſpared not his Choſery WV 


Friends and Favourites; 


Goodneſs of God flowld lead thee 46 Re- nen. a 


Holy Gop; nor thinkeſt of a Judgment 


. 


Vol. III. thoſe of Another. Int , 
WA wouldſt now awake ea of this Le 
thargy, and. Anke off "hi hu Stupidity, 


Luke 17. 
22, 


Mar. 1 I's 
21, 22, 


23,74. 


the Son of Man, an 
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before the come 1 
ne a bee Worlday! 1 
them, f $ * 


wouldſt F 
thou had 


to gain it! Remember che Words 4 
our Lord to the Fewo, on a like Oeea - 
ſion, not very ubapplicable to us on 
this, Wo unto thee Cheragin, wo ung 
= Bethſaida ; for if the * Works 
which were done in you, had been done 


in Tyre and Sidon, they would have —4 


pented long ago in Sela and. 
But I ſay unto you, It ſhall be; mord alan | 
able for Tyre and * at: the D of 
Judgement, than And they 
— "exalted. unt 
Heaven, ſhalt be byought dawn. 10 Kell: 
for if the mghty Works which have been 
done in thee, had been dene in Sodom it 
would have remain d until this Day, * 
ay unto yo, That it ſball be 
li 1 the Land of Sodom, ile Dog 
Jud; ment, than for "teas | vl 
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DEU T. mix. 19. 1 

And it cone to paſs when he heareth the | 

the Words of this Curſe, that be ſball \ 8 

bleſs himſelf in bis Heart, ſaying, I 7 

ſball have Peace, th I walk in the 9 
Imagination of mine Heart, to add 


Drunkenneſt to Thrift, | 


: 1 : 


OSES ever and anon is Vol. Ill. 
laying before us the great | 
Gon, that he na þ 
Te (ERS {oſs our Minds with « due 

Seon of his Majeſty and 

1 of his Power and 7 


* 


_ 


2 The Text explained. _ 


1 
i 


particularly ſometimes on the Judgments, 
D and ſometimes on the Benefits of 'GoD 4 | 
Sometimes he ſets before us his Pros || 


| Vol. III. ing this in general ; but he inſiſts more 


miſes, and ſometimes his Threats, that 
he _ay one . or other work upon 
us, and prevail with us to obey Gap © 
either through Hope or Fear, Love or 
Terror. But ſo prone are we to Sin, 
that neither the Benefits nor Chaſtiſe- 
ments, the Mercies nor Judgments, the 
Promiſes nor Threats of GobÞ haye that 
Influence upon us which they ſhould 4 
We fruſtrate the Virtue and Efficacy of 
the one, by Forgetfulneſs/or Arrogance 
of the other, by Confidence and Pre- 
ſumption z and of both, by Infidelity; 
Moſes therefore is very ſolicitous and 
induſtrious to prevent or. root out theſe 
corrupt and wicked Diſpoſitions, which 
defeat the Force of all the. Motives and 
Arguments for Obediefice, which can 
be deriv'd from the Nature or Provi- 
dence of Gor, OW ee 
Thus Deut. 8, he cautions the Je. 
againſt Vanity and Arrogance. in the 
Day of their Proſperity z _ For». 
getfulneſs of Gp, and afluming ted 
much to themſelves, '' Beware, ſays he, 
that thou forget not the Lord thy God, 
in not keeping his Commandments, and bi 
þ 4 Judgments, 
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_ built goodly Houſe ouſes 


mul lied 


his Holineſs = 


— Wh ahi Dh: 


thou _— baten and 2 


Herts ond 


and N 
nl ply, 


4 7 4 5 
multiplied, d, and'\all that thou haſt is 
then thine Heart be liſted 

wp, jaw thaw) t the Lord thy 
— And thou jay in ow Hm . 
Power and the "Might Hand bat 
* ſhalt _ 


gotten me this 2 
remember thi ' Loyd thy God; for 1 i 


he a nw. Power | 00:08 

Wealth, Ann 
And in this Chapter 
the other Shelf on wh 
2 and ſplit our Obedience, ——— 
g the Iravliter not to flatter then» 


ſolved with the Hopes of W in 


reſume eſl 


| in Oppoſ 


their Sins, nor to 
on God's 'Goodne 


be Gon 
148 his 


would certain! 

Threats, and a to 
Preſumptuous 4 all The Curſes 
which he denounced againſt him in his 
Covenant. Beware, ſays he, 4% there 


/bould be among you 4 Root that beareth 


| Gall and Wormwood, and it come to pa 
when he heareth the Word: of this 


he in out 
Ak ho pol apt to 


3 


accompliſh on the 


r N 7 Ser, el 
5 when Wee || 


23A 


Heaven, 
Thus 1 have fu the 
Text In a elent Light 
it will eafll 
edt this is for le Meditation, if wa con- 
er what Heck the Merci and Judgs 
manta of God Have had upen us; whe 
ther they have rad in de eicher Gra» 
vitude- or Fear, and thereby productd 
Repentance and Obedience or whether 
we have forgot tle — of Goth 
and harden'd; ourſelves againſt his ] 
ments ant his — and fo 
in our Sins thro ö 
ſumption, and ak | 
From the Words expand, 1 
ſhalb diſcourſe of Three Things, 0 


L That we aro very one | 
This | 
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N ourfhlves in gur N and 
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I, That 10 110 vor 10 Bla 
This is the ay van thn 

ap —_— in Job Hebe 1 * 1 

ee That in Loh "Spe Heavens ? 
an not ole Ty \ How much 
more yg and, is Man, = 
drinketh Iniquity Nur 


few indeed t 414 A. 44 aſcribe es 
er 3 and PN to Man than he 
is really poſſeſy'd wy but in the general, 
all ac —— et Ris to be a Truth, 
tho very few lay it to diet as 1 
* 4 1 pry 1 nn; 
1, Imprint it a little eeper on our 
Minds: And then, 15 

2dly, Make ſome practical Reflexions 
upon it. 

1/t, To convince you more fully how 
prone we are to Sin, I muſt beſeec you 
to conſider, 

1. What you feel. and experience in 
your ſelves. 
u The Prevalence of Sin throughout 
the World. | 

3. The Unwillingneſ of Man to part” 
with it, and genounce it, even when = 

$ 


. p 1 ; . 1 4 ; ; : 9 
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onvie | 1 1 
n "42 
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we” would every Dae 3 
own Bofomy ig the ſens of his Wo 
wh ut 15 = _— 6 — 18 _ 


acts m a1 who ahh 1 
mean es * bt — tl: ; > 
vacy, he would _ find what a 1 
Nature and Cuſtom have fix'd upon * 
AﬀeRtions, and with what Precipita» 
tion he is lurtied on to ſuch Things 
us are a Contradiction to his Reaſon and 
his Religion, to his' Profeſſion and Re- 
N — No Man can attend ever ſo 4 
tle to himſelf, but he muſt be too 1 
(idly ſenſible, that — is 4 Law in * 1 1 
Members 22 „ the Law of * © 
his Mind his rp and Rea- 
an hin TAR Maw Fancy, 
and his Religion, do frequently 
and contend with one another. The 
one invites to Pleaſure, the other to 
Self-denial ; the one to Eaſe, the other 
to Labour, In a word, no Man can 
know himſelf and not diſcern how apt 
he is to love this World, and forget 
another ; how ny it is to Him to omit 
3 tranſyreſ his Duty, and,how hard to 
| live up to it. The one is to live ol 
Faith, the other by _ the one is. 
tt 
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Spiri a, The > Proceſs and: Pievdudes 4 
Sin in the World, i nocher plain Proof 
nion to ib. 1 will not 0 


far back as'the Ante-diluvian, Gentile, or 


World; to ſhew you how Wicked- 
neſs has over-run every Age: Alas f the 
Chriſtian World furniſhes us with t6o 
notorious Inſtandes of the Increaſe and 
Succeſs of Wickednefs in All Placed, 
Whence can this now come nk D 


Reaſon condemns it, 


forbid nud re rain I", * — 
the Natural ſequerices of — 5 I 
ſufficient to Pony any Rational 
from it, - Muſt not this plaibly — 
that there is a Noot of Bit | 
thus and' that our Inclinations' are 
rongly bent upon that which Is Evild © 
"ys 4 What talk 1 of n Naturel 


Fruit of Sin in this Life, of Human 
Laws, 
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have. Ar hay SE Oy 
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What Oblig tics has Be 1 
upon us? on t. Motive 
not ſet before ws 

be fuffieient, if + 


if u Bell "cannot ? 

any greater 8 1 py and 

Goodneſs, thin © that ithiſtrious one 
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f ne to part with Sin, ſew 5 d. 
[neſs for 1. How hard, A 10 % 
to convince. us, that hat we. do 
Finful, even when, dis clear to others? 
What Varniſh and falſe Colours do we 


0 we lead for. a lea a 
we could impaſe not only 1 ne 
World, but on op N as eaſily 6 
on our 1 hen We may ay 4 
e in 


vinced, that th 
Sinful, ah 1 1 l ng we 47 


pot upon our Adions, and how 
8s i 


** it, and how hard we find — 
come to a th oroug 

fiticere Reformation 2? ha" ag wo 
we procraſtinate nnd delay 1 
and content ourſelves with n y 
to be better, inſtead. "of. being d 
How long. do we live. upan the very 


n of va and tho we do not 
| g 0 bo! alle 


\ F 


1 „es, 
— Reſolutions A male 
Sin, and hat en fily do we rela 
it? How: t do we find quiron 
always upon our Guard 1 to arrive 
at ſuch ia ſtate f Spl m— 
Strength arid, Purity. Bob A _— 
look With Diftain! and 
Temptations an «thor, og 1 5 
natural Appetite for re, and "lt 
Averſion Ir Piiniy nds dyes fr Nu 
wy 8 Ae iow — « Thitft 
uto Dytinkewneſs ; nud 8) 
for the World, Fry \Covetouſite(s' and 
Ambition. Thus far of the Firſt Thing | 
propos d. the Proponſiom Mam has 
Sin, J come now, In ſome Proftical Re- 
dex long on Wit 1 have" ſald, to me 
the Iofluenee this Conlideration " 
10 have upon us” A e ene e 
1. This cum d ub al 
gelte Better State... 
2. This " t 0 mite u walk | 
cun{pe@tly.and wWatahfull ß 
3. Tals deer uf withi an Mel 
Value we are to ſet upon the SalvuRt ws ol 


i Weder u 12 1. waer 


hy 


3h wt 


© wo dee TN it 
W un dur 


Eſteem 
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Vow I. we This — us — e me 'E; 


rtunate we ought to be for it. 
Nen This ought to make us earneſtly ' 
dueſire a better State. oy — 
A > ng Elana, to the 
unmortified, "Would 4 ; L N 
conſider What Sin was, aff 
a _—_ —_—— a ay 0 
Cefar! u Ine ons to it, 
iſeaſe 2 Dilley ne moſt 
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Diſtemper, a Stuin and Reproach to our 
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| . "The E een 


Vol. All. Ia 
1. Of our Propenſion to Si. "ot 0 ph 


i ot the Refiraineh Gow hub % 
| uren us to keep us BOL] „ 


1 
m, Of but rolly in pts 


ifing our 
 felves Impunity, and fo ha alng | 
our ſelves in Sin, in Defiance of the 
Threats of GobD. This, 1 told you, 
flows from Two Things. 

Hy, From Infidelity, by which we 
erſwade our ſelves, tt at thers "is ti0 
zuniſhment for Sin, Which is inſiny- 

ated in that ; preſſion of the Mi 
i no God, | ; 
Secondly, "ons! preſumy e by 
which we 5 our ſeven that if - 
there be any Puniſhment for Sin i yet 
it will not be {o-great as we ure general. 
i taught to believe it, 1 have tredted 
if Inhdelity ; and W Into 
en bt Reaſuns for Religion, of Obje pal 
* agalhſt it, have e Hat Aug. 
6 ny will not excuſe but aggregate ent 
Guilt and, Puniſhwent; beeaule dhe 
whole Conduct of the tifidel; 1H "this 
Matter, (hews he does not aft honeſtly 
and linpaxtlall ß 


. hs. 


Tho Te pinion nh 


In my laſt Diſcourſe I begun to treat 7 wi 
of Preſum 44 en the Vol * 


6 1.8 11 11 


if, In ou lay before you . 


Four Conſt iderations, | | 
1. That if there were no punlſhment = 
for Sin, yet it Js in it ſelf a great Evil. ' 

2, Many and great ate the ilk 1727 1 
quences of Sin! in this Life, end it is L | 
very ſeldom the Sinner N en... 

„There muſt bea Future ul | 


if 


an the Sinner can never 55 niniſh the 
Puniſhment pf Sin, but that he. _ 
* it will long and grievous, 

. 'Tis Madneſs 1. vonture 

5 upon ſo diſpurivle a Noten. e 


adly, Lhete n to Gale in particu 
the Grounds of this Preſumptlon. Thal 
are three, 106 ; 


0 


Hal, TW ul tude of Fig Ni 0 
Secondly, (ature © 25 nd. 
randy, th Thy Wi pa 14. Tie 
conlider A the if Ly Ou | 
proceed W081» its. 4 
Serond Grengd of ane oa 
Ihe Nature of Bin, Many re th be News 


ney drawn from Hhenee, te leſſen the 
rare Puniſhment ef It 3 but, 1 dee 
Wot, | (hall make It 1 they N Je, 


5 ; 7 . 
o d : 4 q 4 "> 3 * i - 
5 , 4 1 * 4 N * > t. OY 1 : 1 5 1 
, | 8 
' . us. 8 
0 4 s : : * \ ES, * I 4 K b 
Nature of Sin, 
cf $ 1 
. = 1 


Vol. I. Wenk. What they ſay, may be , 
\WVV to theſe three Heads, 


½ That Sin iv unavoidable, and | | 
therefore challenges Compalſon. 


ddl. That the Fruit we reap from 
it is very  inconſiderable z and theres” | 
fore, the Sinner will be hardly dealt | 
with, if he ſuffer great Evil from it 1 


44 That it cannot be { lodthſbin | 
and provoking in its Nature ds "OW 1 
repreſent it, and therefore it cannot de, 
ſerve ſuch Puniſhment as they then n 
it with „„ 

Of theſe in their Order. 


/. Sin is unavoidable z and em 
henee they infer, That It 1s unjult t6 pu 
niſh it ſeverely, And 1 ſhould grant 
them more then this, That If It was 
ftrialy and properly unaveidable, it Sd 
not In Juſtice be puniſhed at all, much 
leſs ſeverely by Gop, who is nel 
Merciful and Good, as well as Jun and 
Holy ; nay, the Sinner, on this Juppolt- 
tion, would rather deſerve Pity..ghan 
' Puniſhment, But the Truth is, how Hue. 
ly ſoever they flouriſh upon this Subject, 
all is but a vain Pretence, utterly deſti- 

tute of Truth and Reaſon F e { we 
"is . 1 x 1. rn 


3 . , = 
e - 4 Oy 5 4 ts the be i ALS * ; . F th INE dd n — . 
og att), TY ITO OE TO ET WO YT OY OE OR TEC OI OO WEE OT A EM FRY 3 
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: 5 3 — 
S 5 FSR Ot. 4 he 
"- 
43 ; 
no Ton, + Pro ſumption. 10 | 
* 0 


1 althe no Man ever did paſs =o 

whole Life withdur Sin, yet no Man WWW 
can ſay of any paytieular deliberate Sin, F 
that it wi unavoidable, or that it Was Wo 
truly inpelſible for him to'abſtain rem Co 
it, How can Ain be voluntary, and yet _— 
unavoidable Þ How can de by. a Man's - 
Crime to commit | this or that Si, k if 
it was impoſſible for Kim to do other» = 
wiſe > If this could\be ſuppoß d, 1 fe 
not why the Conſelence the Sinner 1 
ſhould Galen him z 1 ſee ner whit "I 
(hould move Him to 1 Ben sss 
pon hin, an is Indeed beſet with 

ernprations, hy % may be cont» = 
quer d. Helv tons to Bln 
but he is Tech, — th * mow 


detics of 
% Wh 0 — $pielt 


itrengthen'd b | 
tore hath no Temptation taken you, Out 1 Cor: 10% 
[4h as i common to Man: of is 1 
faithful, who will not ſuffer Jon ko he 
!empted above that yo are able z but will = 1 
with the Temptation 4% moke 4 W -. 
:ſoape, that ye may be able to hear it. Aeg 
thus whilff the. e Apoſtle\ ſets forth 
the Weakneſs and n the Natu- 
ral Man, Rom, 7. he magni 
of Divine Grace, Rom. 8. And — 10 
in thoſe Verſes, in which he joyns both 
Chapters rogether, by. a very natural 
0M he OY and 
Wo," 


”. 


Vol. III. Joy, Confeſſion and Thankſgiving 
either: O wretched Man It &; 
who ſhall deliver Ma from I Re , 
this Death / + I tha (God, tro ous 
| Chriſt our Lord. It muſt then remain | 
' -  firm/and unſhaken, That Sin 1s * 1 
and conſequently inexcuſable, and juſti7 
Rom. 3. 4. puniſhable, Let God be trve, hut every 
Mana Liar, The whole Matter will be 

very clear, if we eall to Mind that Do- 
ctrine which our Saviour has 22 

at the 
nd 


That Gop will judge every Mau t 

— yp Laſt Day, according to the Light and 
= Strength which he afforded him, 1e 

whom he gave little, of him he will 

require little; and to whom he gane 

much, of him he will require the more, 

But farther: )  % an 


| 4 | | ' 2, Gop does not requite, that we 
11.8 | ſhould be without Sin, but thatweſhould 
ms repent of it, and break it off. Tis true, 
all sin is forbidden in general upon Hain 
1 of Damnation; and conſequently, any one 
Wh — fingleSinrenders us liable to Daunation; * 
We Rom-3.19,So that Every Mouth muſt be fopped, and 
20 all the World become guilty | befone God 
for by the Deeds of the Law ball no Fleſh 
living be juſtified in his ſight. But then 
Gon, in boundleſs Mercy and Compaſſion, 
has provided a Remedy for this univer- 
ſal Miſery 3 he hath ſent his Son to be 
ver. as. a Propitiation for but Sins z and 1 re- 
| | 0  Geem 


| | | Sr 4464 3 5t =Þ BETTY # 2+ 
4618 ieee e e eee EE Ko * 4 WR" 1 


70 good Ay rument | ov't on, _ r69" | 
deem us, by wo ce dur from the Nee, VI 4 7 


2 to chme, 80 that, p mY iþ ſpeaks 
, none perin now, . they have 
f len * bur decauſe they pe liſt”. 
careleſly, WI Ifally, and im Kelly in 
it: God not requiring of us unünning 
Obedience; but Repentange aud Falth, | 
as the Condition df Salvation. 
3. If when Men ſay, That Sin is un⸗ 
avoinbhs that no Man lives without Sin,” 
that the beſt "Men and the beſt Aionng 4 
are not without a Mixtute of it g ff, OY 
when they tiſe or the like Ex l. 
ons, they mean by Sin, DefeQs atid Fail- 
ings, Surpriſes and” Inadvertencies, or 
Miſtakes in Matters of little or no Mo- 
ment, or Lay, the firſt Motions or 
Bubblings © ft any inordinate Inclination, 
before it be conſented to; Then l anſwer, 
That in this Tenſe of A word Sin in⸗ 
deed is unavgidable, and to theſe ſorts 
of Sin all good Men are liable, more or 
leſs, according to the degrees of Holineſs 
o which they have advanced. But then 
theſe are . the Sins againſt which 
the Scipture denounces Damnation. For 
the Proof of. which Aſſertion, I maß 
appeal to the Lam of Moſes, and to 5 
whole you to the Romans, wherein 
tie Apoſtle expounds: at large the Do- 
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The Fare "a Wa 


WIN Vol, I have a n to Sin hut whather, | 
wm YM they be any v where in . ea 
1 John. g. Sin, or whether, 1 * ed J 

ED doubt? Bu if Men will en 2 75 | 

Tay | 

| muſt mean of s of. the; Law 

90 of Perfection, put not of the 2 » 

e T am ſure, tis very contrary; 
to the Language of Scripture, to ſaꝝ 

-- Ver, 5, Regenerate or Good Man. lives in * | 

whereas the beſt of Men live in-thele, | 

But alas, the Sins we charge ' 

ſumptuous Sinner with, and, 7 5 which | 

we denounce à Hell, againſt him, are 

not of this ſort. "Tis walful Sin, tis 

deliberate. Wickedneſs , repeated and 

crying Proyocations, for, which a Hell 

is prepar'd ; and therefore no Man en, 

a from the unavoidableneſs of Sin, in this 

ſenſe, infer, that the Future Puniſl ment of 

n tit will be flight and inconſiderable. But, 
{1,0 day. The Fruit of Sin is little ; and 

N chatte it is very hard, ſay the cher 


ml a aſlight Pleaſure or trifling Intet d 
N be puniſh'd' with a great and intolera- 
Thi 0 Pain; or a ſhort and vaniſh- 

g. Satisfaction, with an Everlaſting 
Bil. Here 1 will grant more than 
is contended for, not only that the 
127 ruit of Sin is an inconſiderable _ | 


the Pre- 


Miſchief and | 


being pleaſant and 


ment is to be proportion d to the Evil 
of Sin, not do the Good We reap from l 1 
it, or the Time we take up in commit. 
ing it: Therefore the Puniſhment of Sin 
may be very juſtiy ſharp. and laſting, _ 


hen the Pleaſure ar Profit of it is very 
hort and very empty. This does not en- 
tenuate, but aggravate the Guilt of Sin. 
The more Reſtraints Gop lays. upon us, 
the greater is our Guilt in breaking 
through them ʒ the leſs our Pleaſure ar 
Profit is in Jin, che greater is our 
Folly and Madneſs in committing it. In 
2 word, this it is that the Prophets and 
Apefiles complain of, that Men are wick- 
cd,. without any conſiderable Temptation 
0 be ſo, that they deſtroy their Souls, 
torfeit a Heaven and mou & 2 for 
empty, uncertain, tranſitory Things, 
«/toniſbed, O ee this, and 
tr horribly Afraid; be ye very deſolate, 
oe faith 


V 


Jer. 2. 12 
13. . 


4 


Val 75 27 7 or. Per 
ee two Fvils + 3 15 Pome oa 
m the, Fiuntain of Living Wi 
 hewed them out Ctfterns, 'broke 8 
t that can hold no Mater. Thus Se. Poul; 1 
kong. Nhat Fruit had ye then in the Wing 
— 5 7 8 are” i aſbam' i? For "the 
thoſe things is Death. Not 0 
mul he Melli, J think nete 
* no one thing which oy ortptiure 
more equally puts us in mind 
2 Cor. 4. this, That the things which are en, are 
10. "Temporal, but the things which ave not 
1 John 3. n, are Eternal, That the wr 4 
iy ſeth away, and the Ln Sire | 
that doth the Will « det 'y 77 | 
ever, That Temptations'to Sin are but” 
Deceits and Cheats, and that the belt 
that can accrue from it Is Vanity a 
Vexation. Now the Seri ture "does 
this, to diſſwade us from Si, to con+ 
vince us of the Folly and Madnely of 
it, and to juſtify God in auh er | 
againſt it. How then muſt that Man 
run counter to common Senſe,” Who 
mall argue thus, That the Puniſhment of 
Sin cart be great, becauſe the Tempta- 
tion to it is ver) little; that lives we | 
teap nothin 100. from crariſgreſſi = | 
Laws of God, trampling on'the 
of the Covenant, and he id, wie wh 5 
we ſhall ſoffer nothing, or very "ht 
"Fn. 


I” 


10 E . 2 r Dy 


for it. Thus have I Anf wer d ee Shri vi. 
Objection, taken om the Nature of Sin, _ 
and ſhewn eu that the Shortneſs and 

Worthleſneſs of the Intereſt or Pleaſure 

which we find in Sin; does aggravate 

our Guilt, and therefore tan't n 

our Puniſhment It is Objeſted, 


2dly, and; lefty, That ein eint * 
ſo loathſom and provoking to Gon, as 
is pretended; un | therefore will not be 
puniſhed in ſo (ſevere. a r you us. we 
are told, I Anſwer, | {yl 

1. We ſhould not, e , 
thus, We cannot ſee any [ng 
diſguſtful, odious;”or provoking 1 Sig 
auc upon that Account, can never be- 
ſiere that Goh will Prim it with 
gricvous and everlaſting-Pains ; but, on 
the contrary, thus; "Gov 4 enounces 
2yainſt Sin, Orievous and Everlaſting 
Puniſhments,/ therefore there muſt be 
ſomething in it extremely [hateful and 
provoking, This way of arguing will | 
appear certainly the more juſt, if we 
conſider, that Jop is a Wil in Merci- 
ful, a Gracious Go b, nay, infinite- 
ly {o. Ik then his Wrath be kindled 
1gainſt Sin z if he has an irreconcileable 

atred of 1 it z we may fairly infer fromm 
hence, that it is repugnant to his Na- 
ture, and incompatible with his * 


\ 


Vol. Hl. and | 6 
. 1 live, ſaith the Lord God; bw | 
Buck. 33. 10 Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked | 
it: but that the Wicked turn from e 
and live » When he makes this CH 
his Glory, That he is merciful an 

6,7% Goodneſs and Truth, keeping Morey for. | 


Thouſands, forgiving Iniquity, ' Tranjeve|» 
fron, — * q Can we Tnagins vt 
can turn Tyrant? That he enn ens 
ſanguinary and cruel Laws, without any 


Neceſlity ? That he can take Fleature | 
in the inexpreſſible Miſery of his Ce. 
tures, and perſecute with horrible - 
Wrath and Vengeance ſlight and inen 
ſiderable Offences? - But. 
2. However we may palliate or 'va 
niſh over Sin, or paſs Judgment up 
it very partially ; we muſt remember; 
that what may appear very tolerable"to 
us, may be very abominable to Gob. 
Sinners, whoſe Affections are perverted, 
and their very Underſtandings deprav'd, 
bes Mita well judge more favourably 
of Sin than a Holy God will. But then 
they ought to conſider, That the Tug 
ment of God is according to Truth, and 
that their own is falſe and partial, The 
Prov. 14. Seripture indeed tells us, That Fool 
nate a mock at Sin. That the Wicked 


are by Degrees- 840 their Conſel- Ser, VL m_ 


ences are paſt feeling, and they have a 
Keprobate und 4 10 ul Finch Mind . ir 
She eateth and wipe th ” Mouth and prov, yo. 
Faith, I have done ts Wickedeeſs, They! ** 
come, in 4 wh to call Evil Good, 0nd 166, 4: 9+ 
Good Evil; Darkneſs for Lig 

and Light for * avkneſi to put Bitter | 

for Sweet, ond Sete or Bitter, But 
what Excuſe can this afford them? Can 

that be their Apology, which our Se- | 
viour ſays is their emnation,. Ie 
Light 1s come into the World, and Men John 3. 19. 
— De rather than Light #' No, 

no; if we ſee not a Deformity in Sin, 


the Fault is in our Eyes, a corrupt 


Heart has 3 — dur Judgment. 
., When we reccver our Underſtanding, 


Z „ then ſhall we condemn our Sins: The 
better we grow, the worſe ſhall we 
think of Sin: The more like God 
we are, the more perfectiy ſhall we 
abhor it. Thus yo read in Serip= 
ture that it has been with all the 
Saints of God. How bitterly have they 
bewail'd their Sin? How utterly! have 
they renounced it? And how ly 
have they revenged it upon themſelves? 
And if you would learn the Nature of 
Sin 0 them, a ſhall find them de- 
e it, * » by "Vice and 


'Vol. Il. Ulcers, by Darkneſs purge” 
W by Difeaſes and Death. kn a "6 
is Account it is, that the Sper 
attribute to the Religious Wiſdom and 
Under ſtanding; but to Sinners, 1 81 
440, und Folly Vt it e 
may g. dren of "the Light, and of the D 0 
the other, the Children of the 
and of Darkneſe, Let us no 1 
3. Conſider Sin in it ſelf. 1 
we muſt look upon it either And bes 
8 of a ofitive, or Moral Law. 
he Truth is, — Chriſtianity; we 
have not any Commands ſo meer y po» 
ſitive as not to have an apparent Ten | 
deney to wiſe and go Bs s, hs is evi ; 


dent in the Inſtances of Baptiſm: and i 


the Euchariſt, and the Rules given for 
the Government of the Church; but | 
this was otherwiſe, tie who "thae- W 
Precept purely poſitive, i. 6. ſuch a | 
as has 110 Tendency, that we cin dis 
— to any —4 End, and contaily 
ſomething which we can ſee no Res- 
ſon for brug but this one on, 
that it is commanded g even the Trank | 
— . of ſuch a Procept ay this = | 
mething in it very vile and deteſtabley ' 
namely, edi th) God, the Viola | 

tion of bur foletnt Covenant, and Jos 
8 and * againſt the great 
Bovereigh | 


Soverel "of the World. But 1 — 70 
not inſiſt on this Notion of Sin 'now' 
the direct and apparent Delign' of th 
Goſpel is Holigeſs; all” its L 
have this in 4 , and wits this 
[enſation, th ay no Ira thor 
hich does — 2 mply id As 18 
a manifeſt Immo Ity, ehe 
Turpitude. Wou'd 's Sinner” now ſte 
what Deformity and Preventing there [ 
is in Sin, let him examine the Corru 
tion of his Heart,” the deplorable 5 
of Sin, the Obligations Re lies wore 
Virtue, the Means of Grace which he 
neglects, the Motives "which he on 
aud reſiſts z and from all this, let him 
collect wine his Guilt amounts to, All 
theſe general "Heads contuim ſo many 
Particularg under them, that it will e 
impoſlible ' ſot me, in the Time that 
no remains to draw forth uny Thoughts 
| to a full Length, or . 
a diſtinct Order g twill be enough for 
me to lay chang th Faß, before du. 
As to the Corruption of a Sinners? 
Hcart; How is it alienated from Gov, 
and diſaffe@ed to Man? What Blind» 
ncſs and Folly, what Perverſeneſy and 
Vilcneſs does poſſeſs and influence it 7 
As to the itnfnedinte Effects" of Sin; it 
diſhonours Gob, injures our ww” 
| ebaſes 


J III, debaſes and depraves * 
ve 
under to Virtue ; how 
reat are they? Innu 


e are are amazing ap: 
m the ns; GoD- has 

Aiorded us; he has written 1 

our N his Works of Creation ny 

Providence, are very viſible and 2 


8 of his e m 
14 J Will 


Power, and Good 
above all this, he __. law 


pirit to us, aud to dis 


nicate his Hol 
rect and A all our Affairs and 


Actions by his ſpecial Providence, Laff 


h, 
ly, I we conſider the Calls and Motives 
io Virtue, the Diſcouragements aud Hit 
ſwaſives from Vice, which Gob has 
ſet before us; we Wall ſurely conclude, 
That as tis no ſmall Wickedneſa, d N 


can be no ſemall Provocation, . for a My | 


to deſpiſe and break 8 all 
Add to all this now, the many 


vickions, which every Man has de time | 


or other felt z the Diſappointments, the 

Chaſtiſements, the Solicitations. of the 

Spirit, b by which Gop has St 
to \drlng g xy home to himſelf toge« 


20 


reflect upon the Obligations: 11 — "4 

many, and how 

— * ate the 1 

of Gop; et which relate = 
ow; 1 


1 


from Heaven, and that by his only be. | 
gotten Son; he is ever ready to commu» : 


' 


2 


put all theſe: "Php 
them 2 

and then let Him tell ue ern 
the Guilr-ofiSin/is | Hiti'delibe — 


andi 


Hatred? | 
leſs than — Miſery can be the 
Conſequence of GoD's Wrath and Ha- 
we wy can he imagine th be 
the State gv \Compan) no- 
ther World, who lives and dies in direct 

Enmity a inſt Gop and Goodneſs in 

this, and 1 done ſo much Evil. and 
broke thro? * many,C 


es,f0 1 ſe "FS 


2 «jg Af 


— 
7 


zone N 55 $1 
be ſo equa a condi 


_ pr Ne 


for, n J i 
done, r be is a Difſorence | .= 
in Sing, and fo there will be in the Pu- = 

* 1 ahnt 
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his Like. by 


oa" Character and i nul Repity- 


thren, 1 Fd hv'd in all good 


Conſcience 
before God until this Day. 


And again, 
jeh is in the 
can infer 
at he acted 


Law, b ameleſs,” But all that 


ſours tothe Principles ofthar Set he Ser, 7 


pals a vety different Judgment 


and Phari hey 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
afraid it happen'd here, as our Saviour 


* Nen u. [mY 4 in es * 
os 6 wy | 
— 1 


was of, that pomp — have addreſ d him- 
ſelf to God as the Phaviſerdid, whotrufted Luke as 
in himſelf that he wat Rig breout, ond 


ſed others. | God, thank thes, that n 


net as other Mon are, Extortioners, Un» + 


juſt, Adultertys," r tvon as this Publicans. 


But if we all his Lite' and Actions 
1 7 ve behold 
e did himſelf 


ent Upon —_ 
we ſhall ſoon diſcern, that his Ri 


him in the ſume L 
when he 3 4 


1 


 ouſneſs was that of which our Lor — 


nounces, Except pour Righteonfneſs Mall Mar. s. a0. 
exceed the Righteouſneſs of the 'Scribes 

ye ball in no c 5 
ay, Im 


obſerv'd it did to others, concern 


ing 
whom he ſpeaks thus; Te are they Lig. 18. 


which juſtify yourſelves before: Mex tur 


God knoweth "your Hearts. for that 
which is highly Efteem'd ; H Men, is 
Abomination in the fight of the God. 


For I can never think that K —_— 
deſtitute of Charity and Humility; can 
recommend a Man to God: I can never 
think, that Zeal, which diſcharges its 
felt in Fury and Cruelty upon its Ads © 
verfaries, ds elſe exerts its ſelf not in 
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- 'plealing'r Gd. Am Tag tag 


Gals; 13,0070 Wordt, Jar 9 Ja eard\of wy | 
14 Cnverſotian. in xine pf 72775 Few, 
Zeligian, how. that bey on 3 | 
ſecuted th Ghunch 575 OR 
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uboue — 1 

being more. 

dition: — | 

ther ; I can never;b f 

* Righteouſnaſs, nog ot 1 

Free from open; und e 
lities, tho this: ſhould p 
Principles, and a ſenſe 


Vt 
God, can even atané Gr. a 00g | 
> Book 


Wilfulneſs and Saen 
bor, that any. 2 
89 Auen, can — 4 and. 


cool _ 


Apoſtle, 
_. that Righ 
when a 2 
Phil, + 3. „An thoſe _— 
2, , _ to ur, · 


| i of the Lam, »bu ö 


winch is f. 


duce im 


1 thoug ht of -himaſelf 
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* but Lofs, fbr the Ewtellanay. of abt Sur. Ker 
= oof Gent? 7 


whom 't the Loſen 
things, an 


and da t hat 
] may win Obrifh, ext be found 
not having nine du Rig ht 


100d 
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If the = 
IM it 1} Na | 
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1 ws oi Bunte * an awe 

Thus ve given a ſummary an 
an Ac at df, the Mornls off Saint 
Paul before in Converſion; and Iſhould 
not add one: Word farther," but that ſe, 
veral and great Truths may be built 
upon it, and;Werrcam never be too! ſure 
of the Grounds from whence" we: de- 
portant Concluſion: . will 
therefore, for theifuller clearing oi thin 
Matter, conſider theſe Two Thi gs. 

Fir, What | Sentence: St. P alte | 
* himſelf. 0 tee IO $16, 
1 Secondly, Whar Reaſon he had ſo'to 

Log een 5997 Wen 41918 % 

l. in the fir plate wade uire what 
evi 
that he confeſſes himſelf not by a Sin- 


2 but Tae 8 by — 5 
IH ts a faithbfu ing, and wort 1 Tim, 1. 
all Acceptationy'' thist Ori | 


all 


the Faith af. 


Tom 
% 


. 


„ Jaſus _ 1 
ino the World to ſave — ee 


| — — not only | 
rity towards all —— 1 IX | 
gorous 1 3 1 he 5 | 
much a Stranger Js and _ 
on, as the Sihner 1 — Humility 
therefore; if he enters upon Cogent 
himſelf with others os is — 
Himſelf below - ral as the incerth 
prefer himſelf above) dem z and _ | 
quently that the Words of St. Pau | 
not too ſtrictiy to be urg'd to his DN 
advantage. T'o this, L 
true, un inlighten'd Soul thinks 
of Sin than an habitual Sinner does e 
he always thinks worſt of his o., %, 


cauſe he knows himſelf: beſt, in de 


Caſe of Others, there is room ſor C. 
rity, but not not in his''own ; for whete | 
we are ignorant, we may be willing, and "i 
ought to ho the beſt we cin; in 
our own Cate, where we are 0 | 
of every Apgravation: of Sin; tis Partits 
lity, 'tis Iniquity, to entenuate the Gut 
of it. This is true, but it will do y 
Cauſe of our Apoftle ne Service for 
* a Fenitent may' be * 1 


= his i” 


bis own Sin, yet he muſt not pet 7 
that Sin, that is none. B then, and vw” 
that din, 98 8 


Per the like, ws Fro 
which the Apoſtle charges 
if theſe, thro' invincible | bal 


been no Sin at all, he could not upon 
this Account have" pronounced. himſelf 
the — of 1 if theſe 
were really Sins, I am 

Sins 75 a * ona ap and) ol 
rovoking Malignity. / 80 again, if a 
enitent compare himſelf with others, he 
may very W for the Reaſon I before | 
gave, judge himſelf worſe than others, 


though he * ſhould be really better #; 
when he comes to * Sin w = 
be muſt not judge the 

the other leſs, becauſe the yo 3 bi TE 
the other his Neighbour's, hut m 

amine the Cauſes, the Nature, and 
Conſequences - of ench Sin. nu 
Man muſt pronounce naue — 4 
than Perjury, and an Affront to Man 
worſe than laſphemy Pune Cod be- 
cauſ: Equivoegtion and an, Aﬀfront "N 
Man, is What he himſelf fy Parjury 
r againſt, od, whathia Ne his 
bour has been guilty, of Uo th = c 
Whole then, We axe not to pr 


Confeſſion of the Ale, fel 
chef, ſo ran wi Leg 


F W A ST On 


e 77" Pa 
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41 the Sous of Men dd Crimes and ik 
lane g nor muſt weifo-far molify and 
WE EET 
* (! A S 

no ber toy thy more Ae 
2 os THC "ONT FI99"; 


our examin 
| Sevon o Reaſon of this — 5 
one 


he Paſſed upon himdfl» in 
he 218 un, 2 4 unronty 70 


cullod an A ff ele, b ſocuted t 

Church pg nc exo he ive 
us the 445 wh ho" took: v9 

fe as tlie chiefeft of 92 6 — 


| Tim. +, Up His Indhet mont W, wat 
is before # Blaſpheme an, ne 
* % | 
1. He was a Bluſh 
think jp with we tro 
1 differerit' Notion o Blah 7 
what we meet with amongſt 
| in reference to our Lord : My not en 
to imagine but that St. Pau run vt 
| with his'Se&, and 9 as fax tranſpott» 
FT ed with a blind Zea as any of the PM 
| 


niſcot were; dee think he" 0 
| mean nothing leſs here, by his beiti 
| Blaſphemer, than that he $o6k'd "th 
0k Ch as an Impoſtor, 1 ofpel ay" 
„ Fable, and his Miracles as itte Eee 
Fi the Power or Artifite of the Spirits 


1 Darkneſs. 1 confeſs my ſlfirick with 


$i Conor * 


dan teak — Tec ben nde this Sr 
firſt Reffexibii 1577 wil utrwilling —— 9 


eck this 
this height 4 ih Whit Piſs! gil of Sie of Di- 


Vvines ju 3 — Je of R hs and 
Pardon, Ft _ tell * help it; 
there is ſuch! u neteſſary Connexion bes 
_ tween theſe Binn, that whoever was g H. 
ty of one, mut Have NW all 

\ „ a Malefu- 
For, could Hot tonſequenthy but believe 
his Col el « Fable Nieto nam h- 
ty Works to the evil! Ay, on thie ot 5 

Auf the ' 0 


hind; no 6 10 tor believe nile 7 h 


Works wro 
but he m 1000 r Saviour Ar 4. cont» 
fuſs that the Ki om of f Ondware COM pon 
n; that 5 9 lour 1 0 reach» 
ed Us "os ad Yr that ha 
was the Me er of theſe two 
the Apoſtle tut have done; for there is 
not the leaſt colour to inagine that 
St. Paul ſhould not know! 0 dur Lord 
and his \F6ltoers' wrought” Miracles : 
They were tbo many, tes publick, and 
notorious to eſcape the Knowledge of fo 
conſiderable ' u Man as St; Paul 5 1 was 
chere any way to elude the Force of this 
Argument, but that "blafphiemous ons 
which W Series and Phariſees took up. 


Ee * 
4 
, % » 
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Luk.1 114g 


Vol. Il. 2. 2. He was —— He Was er:. 
 WYW{blv'd to deſtroy. thoſe whom, u 
| 1: ma convince, (and oppreſs that Trut by 
I Force, which he was not able to re | 
= all his Wiſdom and Learning Ando 
his Rage and Zeal ſtifling in him gall 
Sparks, l i Chari, = 
even of Juſtice and Et he 
ſolv'd to lay waſte the C archof if. 
and force the Followers of our Lord 05 
ther to blaſpheme, or die. 1do f th 
that he r Fa: firſt nh rais = deu. 
tion againſt Chriſtiant; but tis p hat 
he was engag d very betimes in this Me4 
thod, and join d _ with the firſt; for 
when the Blood of the firſt "Martyn, 
St. Stephen, was ſhed, he was not only 
conſcnting to, but active in the Murther, 
| Nor did this Spirit of Perſecution. in 
Saul confine it {cif within any ' Bounds; * 
his Cruelty ſtopp'd not Ban & of Death; 
'F what Executions he began at Farm 
[ Jalem, he reſolv'd to carry on in 
Cities, and purſue Chriſtianity, if he 
could, where-ever ,it was planted... We 
| have an Account of this in ſeveral Places 
j of Scripture z but in note more; fully 
1 than in As 26. 1 verily thought witl 
h my ſelf, that I ought to do many 
4 


bs ene of 2, Bas 
| a contrary to the Name of Feſtus of Naza- 
| i, 1 i rethi io Which T I alſo did in Jeru 

| a al, 


were put to Di 1% ve my Voice ag ain/t 
them, And I uniſh'd" 750% 4 e 

Synagogue, and e compelled \ thim to blaſe 
heme, And being arc eine mad a Fain 
them, I perſeeuted"emi'wuen” unte, 
Cities, Ah! By whit Spirit was "Sap 
ated, when he breathed out nothing but 
Blood and Slaughter? Whar Ibo 
what Wickedneſs- was it, to treat the 
moſt charitable und woſt peaceful amongſt 
Men as the worſt of Malefuctors? Fo 
traduce arid blaſt Men eminent for Wif> 


11 


dom, Holineſs, and Miracles? To im: 


priſon, plunder, and butcher thoſe againſt 
whom there was in reality no Ging to 
be laid 3 unleſs this were one That 
they were "and ſbining-Lights in 

wicked and zdulferous Generation; th t 
they preferr'd the Truth of God beer 
the Traditions of dien. and Faith and, 
Charity before Superſticious Fancies; 
and, in one Word, ar. they embrac d the 
M eſſas foretold by the Prophets, and” 
abundantly atteſted to 15 the Brightneſs 


of his Wiſdom, by the unſpotted Holi- 
nels of his Life: and by his Divine 
Works? And what was an Aggravation | 
to all this, thoſe whom Saul thus perſe- 
b cuted 
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rereiv ' Authority 7 
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Vol. III. cuted were nearly related tb 
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ſuch Ties are wont very mouch to endear 
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and unite Men, _ 1 . A, 7 Wi * A W 8 


3. The third and laſt Accuſation, 
which St. Paul brings againſt himſelfy is; 
That he was Ixjurious, de e,. Lcannot 
but think that this Word implies a d- 
ſtint Head or Species of Sins from the 
other two; for that Conciſeneſs which 
the Aypoſtle here uſes, does not ſeem to 
admit of any thing like Explication or 
Repetition. I may then very well gueſs 
that the Apoſtle hereby intimates,” That 
he mingled his own Paſſion with his 
Zeal; that he often followed the I ö 
of his own Heat and Choler; and that 
he went further in perſecuting Chriſtian 
than what the Authority or Law by 
which he ated could countenance or u- 
ſtify : For dc may ſignify either direct 
Wrong, as to the Matter of an Action, 
or Contumely, Deſpite and, Inſolence in 
the Manner of it, He loaded them with. 
ſeveral Wrongs and Injuries. which he 
had no Warrant for, and executed tb 
Sentence of the High Prieft and Sanbe» 
drim in ſuch a barbarous Manner, as no 
Man ought tv treat the Unſortunate, 

even though the worſt of Criminals. In 

this ſhort Paraphraſe of the Word JReyris, 
Tam confident 1 do the Apoſtle no — 
+ cauſe 
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Ifote Tir Oreovrfon — 


— it is ho mote than what St. Luke;Ser, 

ay, than what he charges hinfelfwith,” 

What leſs can thoſe Expreſſions: import, = 

Bring excadingly mai) apatnſtom:” And Aar un. 
Saul yt unf | n ah } Nr and — Cys 1. 

Slaughter "#g'd of the" Diſoples of he ES 

Lord. _ How that | re Pere Gal 1. 13. 

ſecuted 'theChurch of God? : Id, to 

what i; Wickedneſ 2 Man may 

be hurried hy a miſtaken Conſcience! 

Behold what Crimes Men may be be 
tray d into by a blind Zeall! f | 
have confider'd'the State of Sti Paul ] 
before his miraculous: Converſion, a 
ſhewn that it was: nat without Reaſon. 
that he called himſelf the Chief of Sin- 
ners. But before 1 cath pre —— 
I muſt firſt remove an Ob X on whie $ 
lies in —_— fy en 402) emen ] F 283. 
'Tis this, That the Guilt of gt. Fand 
is wonderfully extenunted, by his acting 
in all this as an honeſt Mam, and follows! 
ing the Dlctates of his Conſcience. This 


Treadily granty for-he'tells us 1 
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That he did it ignorant, in Une Tim. 1; 

[ verily thong ht with my ſelf, that I . 

to do many things | contrary te the Name 69406: N 

of Jeſus of Nanareth + And "was genau . ch. 32. g 

towards God, as ye al are t D. 

Theſe. Texts do, I confeſs, imply 0 
much as the 9 contends 

ot 


1 Ut OS — 


fort 


Nor 


* In —— is Sin, 
recommend him to the Merey 0f God 
for he himſelſ᷑ tells Us, in — ited. 

5 1. Place, 27 * 1 3 
dig koramt iy. in d ever, M 
muſt not < liretth this cuſe farther than 
be has done one him : This hinders not 
but that he was a great Sinnet which 
you: will readily grant, if you; canſider' 
theſe two on three Thing. 
If, Tho Unbalief may (afford ſome 
kind of Plea ot: Raſphemy and Purſe- 
cution, hat cam it afford for dais _ 
Hiuricus ? Ignorance may yichd dome! 
Defence to his Zeals, but what ſhall be 


2 n Apology for his Rage and Fuſſion ?: 
nbelief ma $50 ſome for 15 al 


Executions,* (for thoſe he tl og) 
hut what! ſhall juſtify: e it pte 
ions? What ſliall excuſe hie Rage, 
Kury, his Inhumnnity and Baele di 
There is a Compaſſion due to te Miſe- 
rable; whatever. their Offencea pe y and 
iu the Execution of ſevere Laws, à good 
Man ought rather to mitigate, than ex- 
tend the Rigour of em, be they never 
ſo juſt. IIis Barbarous to ;nfalt, thoſe 
1 puniſh 3 and to exaſperàte and en- 
creaſe their Sufferings, when we ſhould 


rather pity and n em. This there - 
. 71 \ fore 


213 


fore is the inſt Thing that 
reflected 2 in the Behaviour of Sau- 
Though ſome Things ſcem to be the | 
Faults of Ignorance and Unbelief, others 
are properly the Faults! of the Man, as 
proceeding from Choler and Wilfulneſs. 
from the Warmth and Severity of his 
Temper, and frotn the wantof that Ten- 
derneſs and Charity which Chriſtianity = 
does, and Judaiſm, nay, Natural Reli- 
gion, ought to have poſſeſe d the Minds 
of all Men wit. * M1 And 

addy, We are to conſider next, That 
the Scribes and Phariſees did what they 
did through Ignorance and Unbelief, s 
well as Sa:? 'They wWho covenanted 
with Judas to betray our Lord ; the 
who ſubborned falſe: Witnefſes again 
him; and they, finally, who nail'd him 
to the Croſs; did it all through Ignorance 
and Unbelief. And it is evident that 
other Perſecutors, as well as Sau, were 
moyv'd and influenced by a Teal of Gods? 
Thus our Saviour prays for thoſe who 6 
with wicked Hands crucified him; Fa 
ther, forgive them, for they know noi mat vuk23-34 
they do. Thus St. Peter extenuates the 
_ Guilt both of the People and Elders 
in killing our Lord, And nom Brothren, at 3. 17. 
I wot, that N Ignorance. ye did it, 

e 


did alſo. your Rulers. With whom 
Py P 3 St. Paul 
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Vol. III. $t, Paul on exactly a 


bes 9.0 this World knew » 


The Ignore TEL 7 


rees,, für f 
WYV the Wiſdom of God in a "th 
the Maniſeſtation of the 
for ſaving of the World 

has theſe Words, Which nome * the 

for had they hnown 
it, they would not deve or fied the Logd 
Glory, And us to the Fury and Rags 
#4, 725 


of the Jews againſt his ll 
Joh, 16, 5. Bavlour 2 tells A 
ON Ont Of % BIN 
— that w hoon ever 1 th | you 
think that he doeth God Sorbice, Tr hy 
"this St, Paul feenny to me to have'regard, 
- Ver, 2. Ram. 10. For I bear 'em record, that 42 
have a Zeal of God, but noe” 
to Knowledge, | 1 hut 0 
But did this Ignorance and Unbelie 
ſo extenuate their Guilt, as that the Cru- 
citixion of our Lord, and the killing of his 
Diſc _ ſhould not be Murther, or their 
reſecting the Evidence of Miracles ſhould 
not be Blaſphemy ? Did this Ignorance 
and Unbelief ſtamp Innocence upon their 
Actions, or procure Impunity to their 
Perſons? The Scriptures are too. plain 
for any Man who reads them ok _ 
this Doubt. But you will ſay; 
St. Paul tells us, that he hc ny | 
ly, 


becauſe he did what he did ignorant 
news; al "= does "> ſoz aud i ſhould 


an 


„ 1i6 
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+ Mercy, I think | ſhould not err from the 
Mind of B. Paul Witneſs his own Words, 
Howbeit, for this Cu obtain Mercy, 1 Tims +, 
that in me firſt Joſs C ee 6. 
all Long-ſuffering, for a Pattern to them 
which ſhould hereafter believe on him to 
Life coerlafting. But you will here de- 
mand, Do I intend to bring down Saint 
Par! to A Level with other Seribee and 
Phariſees, and to involve him in the 
ſame Guilt with thoſe who crucified our 
Lord, and kid his Diſciples ? Tanſwer 
they were Murtherers, Perſecutors, a 
Injurious ; and ſo was once St. Paul : 
They were aRed by Zeal of God g and 
ſo was St. Paul: They did what they 
did through Ignorance, in Unbelief; 
and ſo did St. Paul. Thus far they are 
ſo very like, I know not how fo diſtin» - 
gviſh em, if I would; and 1 know not 
why Lſhould be deſirous to do it; for the 
yreater the Sinner, the more wonderful 
his Converſionz the more provoking his 
Guilt, the more illuſtrious God's Mer- 
cy: And for the magnifying this, as 
well as through his own Humility, the 
Apoſtle is fo far from leſſening his Sin, 
that he ſeems willing rather to exagge- 
rate it, if it were capable of it. I will 
| P 4 there 


as 


wt + 6 
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Vol. III, therefore go farther yet: They went 
about to ſet up their own Righteouſheſas 
ſo did St. Paul: They were zealous for 
the Traditions of their Fathers 3 o was 
St. Paul; Finally, they were hot and 
furious, wilful.and obſtinatez and ſo was, 
St. Paul. Thus far they Were a likes 
but in other Things they were as un- 
like. The Seribes and Phariſees, were 
too generally Hypocrites: This St. Pan! 
was not: He was not a Saint in publick, 
Mat.z3.27.2nd lewd in private ; a Sci e paint 
without, avd, full of Rottenneſs Within; 
he did not proſtitute Religion to his De» 
ſigns ; he did not faſt for pqpular $hew; - 
Ver. 14.001 make long Prayers, to devour Widows 
Horſes, He was an honeſt Man; bis 
Life was of apiece z he was the ſane 
in Publick and Retirement, 229 the 
2 ll. 3. G. Rig hteonſneſs which is in the Law, ame 
% and whit he did, he did with a 
good Conſcietice, though not an.enligh- 
tend one. The Sum of | this Remark 
amounts to thus much: Ignorance and 
Unbelief did indeed extenuate is Guilty 
but did not ſo far exeviſe it, as that he 
N lit not juſtly be look'd upon us a great 
Mert ©. a 
4. Let us conſider whenes this tgno» 
rame and Unhelief proces No 
doubt, that of San! flow'd en th 
: am 


no Light to cbnvince em z but "the 


wh — 18 5 f 
* 4 F - "On A 
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ame Sourck: with. that of other; Spribea Bars 
and Phariſees, there wanted no Rwidenee, WYY 


clos'd their yu againſt it 1 their 
were fortify'd againſt the Truth, by un- 
reaſonable Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſiians 
their Zeal for the Traditions of their 
Fathers, their Pretenſions to a. Legal 


Righteouſneſs, their corrupt Gloſles 5 


on the Law and the Prophets, their 
roundleſs Expectations of a Tem 

ing dom, and a Secular Greatneſs: Theſe 
were the Things that render d them in- 
capable of the Belief of Cbriſt and his 
Goſpel. And Iwill not doubt te ſay, with 
reſpect to thoſe who perſiſted in their 
lInh1delity, and were warm and active in 
their Oppoſition to Chriſtingity, that in 
[oe direct Witkedneſs and Hypoerily, 
and in the beſt, Self-conceit, Pride, W - 
fulneſs, Paſſion , and | Barthineſs, or 
\Worldlineſs, were too too predominant, 
and contributed extreamly to _— 
111] hatden them in their Iafidelity 4 Ane 
our Lord and Maſter could truly ſuy 
of bt. Peter, Thow ſavoureſt not the lun 16.6; 
{ings that be of God, bit theſe that be — 
Aten, this undoubtedly way in 1 
aller Degree be applied to St; Pad in 
lis State of Ignorance and Infidelity; 


1his may be eafily luferr'd, not only "ou 
1 tie 


T1 II, the Deport 


Why. ® Paul called. | 


ment of Nan, nn 
Wand Phariſees, but alſo from the Meang 
offet'd ſor their Conviction and lum. 
nation. Our Lord and Maſter did net 
abrogate, but fulful the Law 17 00 he ad- 
vanced the Knowled orſhip ol 
the True God, here Em 2 —— corrupt 
Comments on . Law, confuted their 
vain Traditions, and pro propagated true Ho 
 lineſs in the World. wrought nu⸗ 
erous and amaniug Miracles, jy ac · 
evinpliſhid all the Predietlops of che Pros 
ppbeti relating to the Mesa: And had 
Hot their Judgments beet ſtrangely por» 
— * 2 gem of His 7 
been * yy to their 
| hrs thin f him, ſince the Lew and 
the Prophets had pluinly a and frequent! 
17 that a State of Humiliation ag 
vfterings was to precede that of the 
JHory of the Meffus, And this 1 think 
abundantly enough to prove that the 
norance of Sau! was not an invitieþ 
e one, but a ſinful and erlminal one. 
The Sum of all that 1 have fad h 
this: St. Paul, reflecting upon his De 
portment while he was yet an Unpelle⸗ 
ver, might very well, in ſeveral reſpedts, 
account himfelf the Ce of Sinners 
for if he compar'd himſelf with the Sin- 
ners of the Gentiles, he had _ 


a # | 1 Wi? 
the Chief e Sinnen 


aninſt that L * wm Had Hytden- 8 75 
al Un eart againff g at 
they had not kar been IN 
in this Caſe "we cannot . 1 4 
the Woe our Lord 
Bethſaida, Seen and Cap aum Fur 0 
be ignorant how ' nearly Pan 
4 in it. If, in the nent * 
he compar'd himſelf with Sinners the 
Jews, he might very well lock u 
limſelf as worſe than the Geperali 
of Unbellevers, becauſe he” had 909 
to his Infidelity 'and Blaſphemy, Cruelty 
uw Perſecution, 
in the third place * 155 rd 
Mind with the Genera ty of 
tors and Blaſphemers, he m hy very 
well think himfelt, in ſome reſpets, 8 
much worſe than theſe z rtly, beau 
he added InJurloulneſs to laſſhemy an 
Perſecutlon ; partly, becau N 
Man made t6 wi * em 
what he undertoo Zeal a 
much more ace to the Cauſe 
Chriſt than oh 6 of other Seribes and 
ph — as his Parts and Learning, his 
lid — Flequenee, Courage, Conſtan- -⸗ 
the juſt Reputation of his L. 
pl Uprightnet and Integrity did tran- 
dend ihelks. a | 


1 have 


ol Ih, 1 have "dove vith the 75 Thing cot 
nined in my Text, and ſhewnu * 
St. Paul was 10 10 pave State. 
ope no one will impute to me a6 
Error, that I have inſiſted! ſo long upon 
the Sins of St. Paul, becauſe, av far is 
Tam able to * Fo ff there was. a Neceſ 
ty for it: For, firſt, in (this | Mutter 
was very obſcure and diffieult, - And 
in the next place, we could neither 
have taken a right View, of, his Conwr⸗ 
fion and Virtues, without a full and 
clear Underſtanding of bly. fi Sins, an 
Guilt ; nor could we wi any Ce 

po hl and dau have eſtabliſh'd — 

zt 


on a great and important Infers 
rences Wh Heb were the main Things 
wh when ! rache upon _ uh 


"bets therefor 1 proceed to the 85 
ond N the Converſion of St, Pal, 
will obſerve to you, from what has 
been ſaid, the infinite Mercy, the bound- 
lleſa Gogdnels of God 6 Sinners 


For, for this Cauſe, St, Paul  obtain'd 
4 Tim, 1, Mercy, t * * 750 Jef ſus 7 ght 
fer 4 Pats 


1% ſhew fort all Long T4 ert 


tern 0 them which ſhould hereafter bo- 
lieve on him to Life everlaſt 4 And in- 
deed, What Sid are too big for tp 
Goodnels of God to kardon z ſince h * 


to ee. __ ow 


het aQually: 1 Ne Per- 858.7 
ſecution, Rapihe rb 
ted by Arrog aber ae Marr yi ny 

various kinds. of of Injuries and Cruelties 


tne, that tlie wry 
ing the Lighty'the 6ppoſi — 
of Evidence, may ren inner unca- 
»able of Pardon, When God has forgzl- 
Fon [dolatry' under the Of Ty „ 
ind Blaſphemp uhder the New. en the 
Rejeting Himfelk, the Cruel ny his Sony 
and the Reſiſting his Spirit, 
However, one Thing 1 400 herd) 
wart you, That iv is be 6 ſafe to 
argue trom Inftances and Exdnptesy or to 
inſer from what God hus dene, that he 
will always do» the fame. An that for 
theſe two Reaſunyr | 1! (1 (Hr! 
1, Becauſe'thy very hard 0 nd two 
Caſes directly alike ? There may be — 
ny Things in another's Caſe). which we 
may be ignorant! of, and 5 
we may be much deceived, If we ap y 
it to 2 oon. Thus, for Inſt 
ſhould a Man. argue, that becauſe Chr! 
forgave the Penitent Thief upon che 
Cruis, therefore he will forgive e bed, 
thit repents, though upon a Death 
h way of Reaſoning may very 
wrong. For, who enn be al ur'd what 
Gall, what Means the Thief was faked; 
4 


Nor let my bnd 


24 


33 * 


God's Soy e 


V᷑I. III. ſafe 


WWW 


or what Lig 6a Genre bad 
the BAR a e 
8 Repentance, upon 
Croſs, or that this wan; not IA 
Call Y Who can tell What Nen 4—— 
his Offence, or what there was in his 
Caſe peculine that mov'd God: toi ſlew 
him Mercy ? And without u clear Knows 
— 90 01 4 the like N 
ow can we conclude that his Caſe; 


that of a Death-bed Fenltent 2 


ſame? And if we' ard not ſure that! 
Caſe is the fame, how can we be 4 
that God will * we the LOS | 


ner towards them? Ont arg 


2. It is not ſafe ar p from dae, 
or Examples; becauſe, God does 
— act "by fix'd __ ande Rules 


— he way ſometimes make uſe of. his 


rerogat ive, and act in an extraordin . 
Manner. Thus, we cannot from 
pardoning St. Paul, infer that he mill 
pardon all Blaſphemers and Perſecutors 
unleſs we have ſome other Ground to go. 
on z becauſe this might be a particuar' 
Inſtance of extraordinary Mercy. Tis | 
true, where there are many Inſtances of | 
the ſame Kind, and no extraordinary ot 


- miraculous Circumſtances, we may then 
Liv that God acts according to the 


aw he has ſet himſelf, and not accond- | 
ing 


2 — - 4 I— — Pe th 8 _ 


2 
| 


r 


O'S 


2 


ing to b ably particular Out ar Ble 
lation. ene c Ut 
But as to dt. Poul he does himſvif "ey A WO 
form us, in the Place above"cited; that Tim 1. 
God deſignt'd it a0 a 'Precedent v'and what 9 
was not for His own ſake. only, chat Got 
deal! thus graciouſly with' him, but tbe 
the ſake of others, Who 14425 | 
tors — 1 that they; by 1* * rl 
example, might” 50 to | 
for Mercy, and repe e 2 
fett on this, how. « — 17 ue 50 nd 
aſtoniſh'd - ny Infiniteneſy of 3 
Mercy | ma out as 1 
"Q 2 "the Doph 57 when 1 ca 
template te Geda as the Wiſdom 2 5 TY # 
God. Was it not enough, that 8. . 
mould pardon the Frailty, and pity 1 | 
Weakneſs of Man } but will he ge 
h, 


his Wilfulneſs and Preſumption wo? 
Was it not enough, that 
pardon Man for his Miſtakes or- yore | 
gences, in reference to the Light of Na- 

ture 3 but will he pardon him too, when 
he obſtinately cloſes his Eyes againſt the 

Light of Revelation? Was it not enougnj, 
that God ſhould pardon ſuch Sins as 
Men were naturally led to, ſuch Sins 
| as were repugnant to the Purity of the 

_ Goſpel z but muſt he pardon thoſe too 
which are IO even to ning J 


d dee mon 


Valli ſuch into: which nothing could; betray: 
: Men but extravagant Principles, I en 
V“i.üolence, Cruelty, and Murtherꝰ In a 
„„ Word; Was ER enough, that God 
-1 ſhould, pardon the rejecting his Gracez 
or the ;neceiving it in vain ; but will he 
Alſo pardon the blaſpheming, -oppoſing; 
and fighting againſt it? Ah Howuns 
+ 2Per.3. 5. Willing wuſt God be, that ann bund 
periſh ; and how deſirous thatieveryons! 
ſhould be ſav'd! Who ean be 0 7 
as to be incapable of Mercy, w 
is ready to extend it tb ſuch . 
Hearts were wilfully and preſumptuouſly! 
bent againſt him; whoſe; Tongues were 
__... envenom'd with Blaſphemy: againſt his 
_ .-: Son; and Calumny againſt his.Servants 
and their Hands Rand. in the Blood of 
his Saints? Ah! let us ever bleſs him 
let us ever love him, and let us ever ac- 
knowledge that as he is Great, and there 
is no End of his Greatneſs, ſo is he 
Ocod, and chere is no And of, Hen 
neſs. Let us therefore never, deſpond, 
let us never deſpair : If we are but 
willing to return, he will ever: be wil⸗ 
ling to receive us: If we be but wh: 
to repent, lle will: ever..be willing 
thew Mercy: And if qur Shame an 
Sorrow caſt us to the Ground beſore 
nim, his Mercy and RO — 


\ 


} \ t 3 8 
Sinners. 


God's Goodneſs to 0 
ſoon lift us up, and place us in his Boſom, Ser. X. 
in his Heaven. And why do ſt thou any SW 
longer doubt or ſtop? Why do'ft 1 | 
not immediately humble thy ſelf, an 
cry out for Mercy, as the Ninevites did? 
Why do'ſt thou not immediately cry out 
as the Blind and the Leprous did, Jeſus, Luk. 15.134 
thou Son of David, have Mercy on un? 

Or, as St. Paul did, when ſtruck down to 
the Ground, Lord, what wilt thou have Atty. 6. 
ne to do? Why do'ſt thou linger? Why 
do'ſt thou draw back? Why does thy 
Heart miſgive thee? Haſt thou out -· done 
Manaſſes in the Old Teſtament, or St. Paul 
in the New? Haſt thou committed any 
thing worſe than Idolatry, Murther, 
and Blaſphemy ? ; 


The End of the Tenth Sermon. 
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The Converſiod of &. Tal. 
tei SW en this ru. 


1 COR, RV. 9, % | 
For I am the leaſt of the 4 dpafiny * | 
am not meet to be called 77 
40 ab 717 Ge of Oo 1%, 37 2755 
Dutt 
ah : e . 
ed yon MAY WO e n ; "rhe 
boured m . abundantly th, '" they | 
Tet not * the Grew of 005 whieh 5 


Wat with 


. _ roſenting you Vol Vol 1 
Chapter, I + wide 
nor, froin thefs' ſorts, 
of Three Thidgn! 


a: I Wust 


; cw” „ f 
#444 440 eeee 41 IT 
0 „4 os 9 1 a 
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Vol. Ill. | | 
1 What St. Paul was before OY 
verſion, For. I am the lea Mi 
Apoſtles, that am not moet io h ch. 
led an Apoſtle, becanſe I perſecuted 
[ the Church of God, 1 ©C (| 4 2 
F ng * 


H. His Converſion it ſelf, But by the 
Gy ace of God I am what [ a7 


III. The Deportment of St. Paul af- 
ter his Converſion, 756 Grace which 
was beſtowed upon me, was not in vain, 


I have done with uy Tore Ing and 
proceed, 6 ks \ wn 4 


U. To the 8 of. 11. Paul FI 
which we havethele th rde Things, 
Fir, The Chapge 1 * ht in him, 
n The. Mann . hp wat 

effected, _ 
birdy, The Reaſons Og 
God to convert him after 01 wonder 

a manner, 
Fir/t, As to the Change herei 

Converſion, conſiſted, therd A two 
Things in it.worthy to 1 e 
1. How Great, and |}.F/./ 
2, How, Sudden it was. 


St. Paul'r Conver 229 


tells us, That if any Mar be in Chrift, WWW 
| Je is 4 new Creature © Old Things Are, Cor. 5. 
paſt aways behold, all Thi are become” 17. 
new, And certainly, never was this more 
eminently verify'd\ than im him himſelf, 
He was now in the full Career of Wielk« 
edneſs, when he was ſtopt on a ſudden 
by the aſtoniſhing Preſencs und Glory of 
our Lord. The Blindneſs of his Under- 
ſtanding was immediately diſpers'd, and 
he was overflow'd with Heavenly Light. 
The Hardneſs of his Heart was diffviv'd 
into Shame and Sorrow, Confuſion and 
'ontrition ; His Enmity againſt Chri 


N was converted into Love, and his Bl 

K ny into Magnificuts and 'Praiſes : 
In lis Madneſs and Rage againſt the Saints 
1 of God was now changed into a Tender» 
de and Brotherly Affection towards 


them, And in a word, he now preaches 


4 cvery-where the Faith, which before 
l he perſecuted: He is no leſs zealous 
" WW to propagate Chriſtianity, than he was 
before to extirpate it: And he now thinks 


that all his Labours and Travails, and 
even his Sufferings and Blood, are too 
om a Reparation for that Oppoſition his 

lind Zeal had-rais'd againſt the Truths 
of Chriſt, and the Blood it had ſhed, 
How contemptible does all his i 
| Q3 Learning 


Vol. Il. 


* io ing ITT the TE 
00 
ETFs Jin L 525 
ariſon 0 
oper Faith in bs Rhee row, * 
words © 6 wilfyl, prov 


bloady Phariſee, | how is he 
meek, 42 5 patient, charitab op 
vout Chriſtian ? Contented now! tobe 
the Mark of that Phariſaical Rage, Ma. 

| lice, and Calumny, which he had before 

practis d; contented now to be 'treatsd 

with Conramel and Reproach, and to 

de counted himſelf, as he had accounted 
1 1 the Diſciples of our Lord, h Filth « 

1. the World, and the Offeſcouring of all 
5 Things, I am the los * 4e, 
that am not meet to be called an Apaſile. 

So far was he from being puff d * he 

by the extraqrdinary Favours of 

conſpicuous in his Converſian and. [oo 

lations, or by his own Merit conſpicuous 

in his Labours and Sufferings. Ihe Re- 

membrance of his Sins ever kept him 

humble; ſo humble, that one would 

have thought that there ſhould have been 

v Cor, 12. Ho need of a Thorn in the Fleſh; But frail 

Fr is the beſt of Men. Thus far of the 

Greatneſs wrought in the Cha * 1 


Oh Pant i Let . reflect n 


his Soul was trafdsform'd inn Moment 


5 Brightneſs of bur Saviour Ge 
 eclipyd the Sun, thin his Soul began to 


to the Earth, than his Soul was Humbled 


r II din . —N —˙1 w- X. UC 


. 
tie WK and Leg " * 


„ 


ſteries of Chriſt, 
or Inſtructlon; bo by Mower oment, by 7 
ſpirarion, Ho arrived at the Perſetioh. 


of Virtue, not by n long Diſelpiine, not 
by repeated Tridls, _ by 171 
Gcumu pes and Meditation 

a ſudden Inſuſion of abundance 1715 


like our Savionr's Body on the Mount Uk. 26 
His Eyes were no ſooner dazzled 8 4A — 
w Ke 


be overſpread with a new Light and 
bright Day: He was no ſboner taft dow 


within Him And rio ſooner did he hear 
the Voice of that Saf On, than he ery'd 2 
out, Lord, whit wilt thou have me th do ads 5. 6. 

He was now ready to go to Damaſens to 
be Baptiz'd, whither 2 going before 


to Perſecute ; He was now ay to exe - 
cute, not only with more Jo 11 ut more 
cal too, the Commiſſion which he had 


from our Lord, than ever he had done that 
from the High Prieſt, Therefore Saint 
Lyke obſerves, That ftraightway be Adu 9. 29, 
preach'd Chriſt in the Synagogues, that 
he is the Son of God. This is a plain 
Account of the uddennefs of his Change, 
Q 4 which 


"The Suldennoſs 


Vol. IL, which the Hiſtory of his Converſion fur- 

niſkes us with. And this agrees'exadtly' 

with what he himſelf tells us of it; Aut 

Gal.1, 15, when it pleas'd: God, who ſeparated s 
16,17 from ny Mother's Womb, and called us 

by. bis Grace, to reveal his Son in nt, 

that I night preach him among the Hea- 

then ; immediately I 22 d not with 

Fleſh and Blood; neither went I up 

to Jeruſalem, to them which were Apo- 

files before ne; but I went into Arai 

and return d again unto Damaſcus, . Here 

was no human Inſtruction, like, that of 


481% Aquilla and Priſcilla, who expounded inte 


7 gp theWay of the Lord mare perfectly. 
ere was no gradual Progreſs towards 
Knowledge and Virtue, as in the Caſe of 
our Lord's Diſciples, when he told them, 
Joh. 16. 12. have yet many Things to ſay unto" 30, 
but ye cannot bear them now ; but all was 
effected by the Power and Grace of God 

in an Inftant. From hence now tis eaſ/ 

ſor us to ſer, 1 „ % 304t 
. 1/, How fooliſhly they talk, whore 
preſent infus'd Habits as a ContradiRion, 
Why may not that God, who, is the 
Fountain of Wiſdom, communicate it in 
a Moment, as well as in a long Time? 
Why may not that God, who, inſpir d 
into the Body of Adam, whilſt it ws 
Gen, 2. 74 Jet Clay, d Living Soul, inſpice 15 Al 
| \ an- 


. 


: 
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ame tt I __n =w_ == _ LEH — 
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He that 1m 
Apoſtles in a Minute the . of 
various Languages, hy cau he not in a 


Soul it ſelf: g e and, ee 1 


Minute poſlefs the Underſtanding-with 


2 few great Truths? | He that created 
Cherubim and Seraphin, whoſe. Love, 
Divine Love, ever burns bright and 
ſtrong, and ever did, why may he not 
inflame the Soul in a Moment with — 
Degrees of the ſame Divine Love? And 
ſhall not this in Perfection anſwer all the 
Ends of an aquir d Habit 3 2 
ledge judge more uncert wine ove 
act more ſluggiſhly. and: un eadily, hes 
cauſe ? 4 infus d in a Moment, and not 
attain WTR DA 40 | 
2dly, 5 — — | That | 
if there were no, other Arguments againſt 


à Death-bed Repentance:than this, That 
the Change wherein Sancti fication con- 
liſts, cannot be, ſo ſuddenly effected z 
that the Habits of Sin cannot be ſo ſoon 
worn out, or utterly eftaced;. at all but by 


a Habit of Ving and that this cannot 
be introduced, but by long Time, and 


repeated Acts: I ſay, if there were no 


{tronger Argument a the Validity 
of a Death-bed Repentance than this, 
could not weigh pang For is it oo 


evident, that . 1 fc the ne * 


frer, This necuſt ſup wu | 
7 _ Well, Git * be fin. 
l thr he ht wet rn 
7 the un ng, or 1Ga1e; no 
than he that is at the End of Lift ts 
that is in the Vigour of Health, no ni 
than he that 16 Sick to Deut Dot 
we look upon all, or at laſh; 'molb« 
the Converts we read of in e 
we ſhall find, that all the 
— neceflary to their Juſtification, wn 
| ht in them in a Moment: Witue 
1— houſands co . N= 
indeed the SmArIt ane, 
mant, and all thoſe, doth ew i 
file, that were immediately covered 
the wick hing of the Goſpel, 
| with might An 
| — dhe — thoſe Times 
long paſt, and enjoying ſuch extraord 
_ . this 1 40 W 
teves, and repents, has paſsd that 
Moment from Death to Liſe; . 
State of Wrath, to a State of Favout. 
And though no 'Man doubts but that he 
who repents of his Sin, is bound after- 
b ir, and he Fe 


we — 


— St. Poul  Converfion. oh ; 235 | 5 4 
bent eee 
terwards do malte god his Vow j perm GVW | 
— hu the rn @| 
thus repenting, aid thus reſolving; is in a 
State of Grace and Favour, c as J 

I 2 at — 0 
pentance. I have Reaſonsenough ve pro- 
duce, when there is Occaſion, w pro 
it a doubtful, I had almoſt ſaid, d 
Caſe : But this is not my preſent g; ” 
dy, From God's working a Change 
in a Moment, as we have ſeen'in the In- 
ſtance of St. Paul, we may ealily - infer 
how vainly they talk, ho affort I know 
not what Purgative Fire,” I know not 
what Trials and Probations, neceſſary for 
thoſe who die in an imperfe@ State, e're 
they can be fit to enter into Heaven, 
Alas | Haw foon' can the Preſence of 
Chriſt, and the overflowing of his Spirit, 
transform a feparated Soul from Glory to 
Glory 4 What Neluctances can it have 
1gainſt the Divine Will, which had ſub» | 
dued all Criminal Reluctaney before, and 
has now put off the Body, ſrom which Rom. 5. 23. 
all Oppoſition grows? for tis the Law in 
the Members warring againſt the Law 
| the Mind, that captivates the Sinner, 
and hinders and retards the Convert or 
Babe in Chriſt. What Dulneſs, Gold 
P 


Vol. M Goldnels] cd the ö 1 


WYV is filled with 'the Joy of his Maſtery — 


enlighter'd and eniivend by tie Ee 
rancy of the Spirit? Let us leave ſuch 
kind of Opinions to ſuth as are more fund 
of Reaſon than Revelation, and re ut 
to advance their Fancies and unn 
ſtead of che Goſpel»! + /4i! | 4 
Thus I have done with the 2 Think 
that deſerves to be confider d in the con. 
verſion of St. Paul, i. 6. the Chan 
wrought in hind ago have —_— 
inſiſted on the Greatneſs and Sudde 
of it. There is a twofold Practical we 


Firſt concerns Sinners, The 00 
Second, the Regenerate. "144 1 en 


Ads to the formers let no Man's Heat 
fail him on the Account of _ Difficub 
ties which he is to co Tis Ute 
deed a great Change, — Wes to be · 
humble, theLuſtful chaſte, the Paſſionate 
and Il-natur'd meck and charitable W 
a great Alteration, from the Love of Sin, | 
to be converted into an Abhorrence of ic 
and from Careleſneſs and Inſenfibility, in- 
to a Hunger and Thirſt after Righteouſag 
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will manifeſt hirbſelf- in \ fame” outs 
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you, or that he will grade blen 55 


1 ſudden and irreſiſtible Force; 
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rayer . yet. tao. too 
Worldly ; pawiodulgn the Ani ; 
ture too much; and therefore von feel 


neither that nor Joy of the 
tit, which jou nerwie — Ta 


tar of the CHange of S Pe I procend 
Secondly, To; confider: the} Manner” 

how it was wrought, St. Paul was now 

arriv d at the: Height, off Wickedneſband® 

Cruelty, and ons might have. ere na- 

turally expectei that God ſhould: hu 

met him rather! in order to hie Deſtrus | 
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ſture it was he heurd A Voins ſcpinę une N 5. 4 
him, Saul, Saul, ly ge 5 


ſecute/t thou'me# 
The Humble ate qua 


for a > 6 $3 
Grace and Illumination: Now.] 
that Chriſt, who had-before: manifeſted: 
himſelf to the E of his Body, reſolves” 
to manifeſt If. to-his Soul too, and 
fill that with Light and Brace. Saul. 
Saul, vain. corruptible Wreich, proud, 
furious, and Ainful Phariſer, * peſo 
cute/t thou me They are joy Saints, my 
Members, my Friends and Servatits, m 
Favourites and Beloved Ones, whom 1 
do ſt traduce, . accuſe. fully, impriſon, 
ſcourge, and mumher: 1 cannot but be 
tenderly-affeRted;, aud ſuffer in them, 
and muſt one Buy their Wrongs | 
done to me. San anſwers, Who art thou, 2 wm 5. my 
Lord? that is, He had read of glorious ' 
Appearances. of Angels, and did not 
know under what aradter he was to 
conſider this Perſon af ring to him! 
Or we may very well hin A Ws un- 
der ſuch Surpeige and Diſorder ds hy 
did not 71 well reflect 44 — 
of our Lord, as he — we 
Or, it may be, the Won themſulves 
feind ſomething doubtful to him, W 
perſecuteſt theme? He remember well 
R enough, 
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will J nd effort Th 5 7 
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wilt 42 have me to db 2 Now his Heart 
{mote him now his Zeal — to him 
true Madueſs and lena now the 
Conſciouſneſt of his Guilt, aud the Ter- 
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Hiſtary ng farther. Chili. accepts him, 

and $4 Faul obeys. His Blindneſs and 
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| Influence upon us, in vain ſhall we ex 
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Lord, the Viſion of St. Pauly und, 
finally, his Baptiſt,” ate Thi puoi 
enough ſet down. They would, indeed, 
afford us Matter for mn in karg 
Reflex ions, but! have not Time to Li 
thorow with them 98 
Iwill conchude räder this . 


of my Diſcourſe concerning the Manner” 
_ of St. Paul's Converſion, with this one Ob- 


ſervation : Thar this was all truly won- 
derful z and conſequently, no Man ought 
to preſume that his Unbelief and . Igniv»! 
rance ſhall be one time or other thus 


cured, There is no ſuch Charm in In-! 
fidelity and Ignorance z there is no ſuh 


Merit in a heady and cruel Zea; "nay," 
Uprightneſs it ſelf, when it'is heady mad. 5 


wilful, and polluted and defil'd by Ti 
lerable Errors, is not ſo n that 
God ſhould fave ſuch a One by extiaordi- 


nary and aſtoniſhing Methods We Have 
Moes and the Prophets, Chriſt and hie 
Apoſtles, ſpeaking to us in the Seripturesy 
and if we hear not theſe, tis Impudence” 
to expect an audible Voice from Heaven. 
If the Threats and Promiſes of God in 


His Goſpel, if the mighty Miracles Which 


Chrift and his Apoſtles wrought, have no 


ajeſty of a viſible Appearance, or by 
— Ex ſtulations und Arguments, o 
Chriſt ſpeaking to vs from Heaven. It 
is true, rather than an upri t Man 


| ſhould periſh be ety br, ous 
of Means, 1 believe 
him an Angel from y or Fi 
were needful, would appear . ok ſecond 
Time in Glory to convert him...» But 
this is a Suppoſition never to | dene 
that an upright Man ſhonld want Means 
| to ſave him, Such miraculous Ways of 
Converſion. never can, be neceſſary for the 
meer Salvation of one owe 1 | 
God never has laſt himſe 
hf ; and he has Wore to a 
dreſs himſelf to the Souls of M We; Nor, 
in the next Place; mult the wy hy ht Man 
be ſuch a one as San / j bu e muſt be 
careful of his Principles, as well as co. 
(cientious in aQing confanant to them: 
He muſt examine himſelf and his Notions 
calmly and impartjally : His Ignorance 
and Unbelief muſt not Gow. from 7 
dices and Prepoſſeſſjons, and a wi Iful 
earthy , headlong, and arubitious * 
[ paſs on to the 
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Some terrible Jodgment might have 


Majeſty of Chriſt ; and wen he Wi 
capa ble of hearing” Truth, and Judt ing 

Evidence offer d ht it, 
God might have "ſpoken home te his 
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rind. St. Part wanted" not Meant 
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this wonderſul Appearance: Ahd had de 
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Mercy. This hie tells us binfelf,” in 
thoſe Worn have —_—_ dry cited, 
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the Evidence of St. P io d, 
when he ſhould bear With o the 
Glorious fande of lr. Hlis 
Uprightneſs and Integrity when a P- 
| rj; his Zeal for the Traditions of tlie 
pers, His violent Perſecution of 4 
ſtianity, were abundantly DICED 
Force and Autherity'\ to his 
with all impartial Men 
not but veſions' him whan hl —— 
him preach the Faith which before he 
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when they reflected upon ull Circum- 4760 
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were 22 with him to atteſt he 
Matter of act; and his Blindneſs in 
Damaſcus' for three Days, together with 
the wonderful: Cure of it by _— 
was a Confirmation of the Whole, 
publick, and very conſiderable. And 
this was no more than neceſlary's fine 
St. Paul was to bear Witneſs of hs Re. 
ſurrection of C 7 wo z ſince he was to be be 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles z ſinde hem 
| ſeperated f from the Womb: for the grit 
Work of propagating the Go] pal. and eſta - 
bliſhing the Kingdom of Chriſt thro! moſt 
of the Nations upon Earth, This we 
the great, Renſon Why our Lord thought 
fit to diſtinguiſh him from, und taiſe Him 
above the reſt of Mankind. by ſuch n 
peculiar Condeſcenſion and; murgeulals 
Converſion. This is plainly to be gn. 
ther'd from the Words, or (rie 5 
A*. 1% Anquies G thy Way 4 for de it 4% 
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tis Will, and ſes that 7 
fouldft bear the Volew of 
thou 2 be his Hitieſ We- BY 6 
of w al thou haſt ſeen and eard. 
This being plain, the great Thing we 
are to infer from the*Converfion of 
St. Paul, is, the Truth of Gr Reſur- 
rection. What is it that either ew or 
Gentile can oppoſe againſt the Teſtimony 
of this Apoſtle "The tmighty-Chatige 
wrought in him, and that ſo ſuddenly, 
his Zeal and Sufferings for the Chri- 0" 
{tian Religion, do plainly prove, not on- . \ 
ly that he believ'd he ſaw Crit, but that 
he really did fo.'* Or will any blaſ- 
phemouſly ſay, That as his Miracles were 
wrought by the Finger of the Devil, ſo 
this Appearance was but an Angel of 
Darkneſs transformed into an Angel of 
Light > Ts it poflible that God ſhould 
ſuffer Man thus far to be impos d upon? 
Or is it poſſible that un Evil Spielt = 
ſhould be able; hot only to inflict Blind- 1 
wy — . but in a Moment to . us 
infuſe Grace into the 'Mitif, and fill it | 
with Virtue and Holineſs? If ſuch im- 
pious and frontleſs Surmiſes Cor rather 
Fictions) as theſe may be admitted for 
Reaſon, I ſee not how it is poſſible for 
God himſelf to give Man «Satisfactory 
Ev:9cncs either ef Fact op Doctrine, ſe 
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From this very ſhort View of his Life, 
may infer Two Things. 
Firſt, 1 n oſpel; for 
| We cob im at no- 
thing but a Wat mat 
and there \ Ground, 
to be built ö eie Truth of the Go- 
lpel. er undeſigning Sims» 
and Sufferings, could never have been 
ſupported by any Thing but the Cer- 
S:condly, From the Life of St. Paul, 
we may learn this g. at Truth z That 
al, 


or rather Glimpſe than View of it, we 
'tis plain, 
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in this Queſtion , I think it f fit, brieflye 
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readily acknow re are ma- 
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ny, and thoſe 

judge {ome Sorta af Obduration, 4 la 
incapable of Repentance; and that there 
are others who chuſe tb ** the De- 
ciſion of: this Matter, ot * t go 
an uticertain. ad deudtf t eſhibo.. Se- 
condly, I do not deby, . but 1 5 

are ſeveral, Texts of e 1 may 
ſeem to exclude ſome Spris of 11 57 0 
from a Capacity of Repentangce.. or, 
Thirdly, That many do conceive, ' that 
Tome of the Primitive Fabre 
Ancient Canons of the Cline if 
Countenance to that Opinion 
cludes the Obdurate om Negest 

Let after all, Havi ving weigh 2 
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chrowh Repertancs a „ 
ſpair; and therefor 1 Have 7 
leſolstion of 8 effaty. 
And if it be here rep IS as- the \ 
Aſſertion of the Im ibi ly of Repen- 
tance, may betray ſotne into ſpair z ſo" 


the Aﬀertion of its Poſſibility, way be- 1 
tray more into Preſumption: l ariſwer, .. 1 
Ihe Danger o Obdurstion, 189 the 

Ditficult 01 Rep pentance in this Stat 
are, without adding the Impoſſidility of 
it, ſufficient Difcours » ts from Pre- 
lumption. But if will make 1 
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| Mercics of God 
Security and Cc 
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Next, As to the = 75 of ſuch, 
who believe a State probac 
Obduration, En 75 f Repentance, | 
I have Two Things to 15 = bio 
I. That the contrary Opinion has the: 
Advantage of being. 5 0 
thors more conſiderable, both in N 
ber and Reputation. any 
a. That the formet are not ab le to) 
give us any conſtant; or certain Notes or; | 
aracters, by which we may he able to! | 
declare what, isa fretting and fatal 4% 
prop, and what.not B iſtinguiſh, N. 
tate which they ſuppoſe incapable of 
Repentance, from thoſs which are not. 


adly, As to the Seri ture + Ae 4 
Texts which ſeem to ſame utterly o 
exclude the Obdurate from the Capacity | | 
of Repentance, are either, | 
I. Such as ſeem to reject Repentance 
it ſelf ten a Fanden and a Bleſſing. ll 
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of the Obdutate's Repentance, Anſwer'd. 257 
that of Heb. 10. | Prov; 1. and elfewhere. Ser. XII. 
And theſe, they themſelves muſt acknow- VS 
ledge not to belong to this Queſtion, 38 

proving more than they intend; And 

whether they can find out the Way, or 

no, they muſt oun that there is a Ne- 

cellity of finding one, to reconcile theſe 

places with innumerable plain Texts of 
Scripture, and the Catholick Doctrine of 

the Church, That whoeve repents, ſhall 
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does believe t * Comm . | 
renders the Sinner utterly unable to re- 
* Such 0 _ ſpeak not of = | 
Obdurate's Incapacity of Repentance, but 
of the Impoſlibility: of their obtaini 
Pardon by the Inter ce ſſion of others! A 

theſe again, you diſcern, are nothing to the 
preſent Purpoſe, For it is a very diffe- 
rent ching to ſay, that ſome Sins, or 
ſome States of Sin, are of that Nature, 
that God's Anger and Judgment agair > 
them cannot bediverted by the Interpoſal 
and Mediation ef others; and to ſay that 

a Sinner, when he is arrivV'd at ſuch or 
luch a State, is harden'd, and ſhut up 


Or elſe, W's a "Th 
3 ere 


D Objetfions againſt che Paſſiilty | | 


Vol. III. 3. There are ſuch Places de 
N . * — | 
to total and downit1 tuck | 
are Heb.6, Ter a and dee 
which, beſides what is commonly 
that theſe Texts are not to be,underf} 
of a natural Impoſlibility, but motal Dif- 
ficulty ; we may anſwer, That theSenſe 
of St. Paul and of St. Peter 18 5 
this That they a 
were not to e 
nor was there an) 4 — 
x for Sin, and therefore 18 
was deſperate, And further Thu 
theſe Places are in part Prophetic, db 


nouncing that Deſtruction which ſhould 


ſuddenly overwhelm all Unbelievers 
Apoſtates, as it actually did. Or, 
Laſtly, a are ſuch Places "which 
| ſpeak not of Eternal, but 'Temponl 
Judg * ſuck is that of Ad 8. and 
many in Old Teftament. Now 
true, that Reyes i Jak cannot 8 

ways prevent Tem gments 
it can do more, it can turn ihenl into 
Spiritual Bleſſings. But what is chi e 

our preſent Purpoſe? They ſnould u 

us with Texts proving thas ſuch or 
a ſort of Men cannot repgnt, and & | 
bring us ſuch as ſpeak the ue and 
Effect of * in ee 

| ve 


[ have rotting whe 

te Authority uf ſome Frimitite 
and Ancient Councils.; To ** 1 
briefly, That none of theſe, du Nik of 
the Impoſſibility of Repentarice, Fob the 
Impoſſibilit7 of Pardon in | 'ſortie-Gaſes t 
Nor did they mean the Pardon of Cad. 
but the Pa 
the utmoſt they eon 
That tliou 
of Sins, which God could not, ar world: 
not pardon to the Penitetit; yet there; 
were many Caſes wherein it wh neither 
2 nor ſufe for the huren to wr 
ounce Abſolbtion, |. Aud this. gain: 38 

vet) little to our preſent 


fot was' tlis; 


Queſtion, --- 
aving thus remov'd the Obje&inns: 


in / as e 


that lie againſt this Doctrine 


and plain Words as Feotlld, rag will 12 ba. 


proceed to prove the Truth of i 


If the Obdurate tre intapible 
dentance, this Incapacity maſt ſpring 
— one of theſe wo Thing, Els 
ther 

%%% The Nature of Obduration: 


ety 5 The wi of God. . ec 


2 the Torr: — Meera pre 


n of the Church. And 
thers was no Sin nar Bite 


ages 


8 2 7” 


Set INI 
0 eveigdiin * 


___ Repentance not Impoſſible | | |. 
Vol. III. SIRE. 

Hi, That there is nothing in de 
Nature of Obduratiori, which'does imply | 
the Impoſſibility or Incapacity of Repet» 

' Secondly, I will ſhew you, That t 
not the Will of God, that the'Repre« | 
bate or Obdurate ſhould” continue uch, 
but that they ſhould: repent. 
Firſt, There is nothing in the Nature 
of Obduration, which does imply an I- 
poſſibility of Repentance, Thoſe Nets 
phors in Seripture, by which the Oba. 
rate or Hard-hearted are deferib'd, are 
not to be expounded in their moſt 27 
gorous Senſe, and ſtretch'd to the 9. 
moſt that the Figure will bear, Thus 

when Men are ſaid to. be of Reprobate 

1001-28. Minds, to have Eyes that cannot ſee, and _ 
er. . 4. Ears that cannot hear, and Hearts that 
om. 11. cannot underſtand; this is not to be un- 
derſtood as if they had utterly loſt the 
Faculty of Underſtanding, or as if the 
Underſtanding had loſt the Capacity of 
Judging z but only thus, That they have 
actually effac d rhe Princples of Witte, 

the Diſtinctions of Right and Wrong, 

Good and Evil; and conſequently, that 
they are generally prone to approve 
delight in Wickedneſs, and are very 4 


in its own Nature. 


—  — — —  — — 
fit to wp oof Nag, * der 
are ſaid to e and to have a C 
ſeared Conſcience this is not to be under- Wr 
hos as if the Conſcience was no more 
capable of being pierced than Flint or 
Marble; but only that the Conſcienes 
does not do its Office; that it has no 
tender Senſe of the Good or Evil of 
Virtue or Vice; makes no Oppoſition 
before, nor feels any Remorſe after the 
Commiſſion of a Sin; nor is ardinar! 
or ealily mov'd or: — into Li 
or Senſe, So, laſtly, when Men are iid 
to be dead in Treble and Sins, it is Eph. 2. 7. 
pot to be ſuppos d that by 5 are incapa- 
ble of all Medicines and Spiritual Ap- 
plications as the Dead are, or be that it is 
utterly impoſſible to recall them to 
Life again; but only this, That they 
are grown extreamly ſtupid, ſenſual, and 
brutiſn; that they do nothing that does 
teſtify l Spiritual Life . —— 
cannot, without gr cat Dif 
coyer d out of che ; hug 6 | 
That all this is true, wakes fom 
the Deſign and Drift of Scripture, from 
all its Sermon and Addreſſes to Sin- 
ners, and its manifeſt Power * A 
Cacy where- ever it was preach d- 
- Obdurate be ſuch as das have clos 40055 
tes, and ſtopp'd their Ears, the Pro- 
Ty "mn 


| epentangs not mpo | 
r 

Vol. Il. Phet ' 4ſaieh tells us, That Chriſk way! 

bent by — the Eyed of the Blind, und % 
106%. unſtoy the Eurt of .the Deaf. Let them 
| be ſuppos d ta be under the-Dominion.of 
Sin z the fame Prophet tells us, | Thar 

Cs. sn. v. a-Ohriſ was _ y procigim 702 Fin 

Captives, and th ofient U 

to 1 that are hound. CL. wks it. be 

ed, that they are dead jn 2 1 2 

Sine; yet even to ſuch does, the Goſpel 

ph. g. adde. its Calls and Invitations o 

pentance, Awaſe thou that. fleepeſt;, ond 


ariſe fromthe Dead; and Ch 
257 ht. In a Word 75 Ke 


Deſign Schick the preachingof the Goſpel. 
ARt26, 18, al at. To een Ment Mes, aud to tum 
them fromDark neſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God And ad this was 
the Deſignof the Goſpel, we have not afow 
Inſtances of the Sutoeſs and Efficacy of = 
it, We have the /Publicdns and Sinners, 
not only the meaneſt, but the worlt of 


* 


Men, converted to the Faith. And in 
1 Cor, 6. we meet with fch ns: ae ſaid 


1 in Rom. 1. to be given over te & Repro- 
bate Mindy actually ad, ſanfifed, 
ll. and ji 1 5 fied Nor can 1 tell What ca 
[ be {aid againſt this unleſs you'll) fancy 
that 4 Pagans, vr obdurate Jews, 
were indeed capable of Repentarice, 2 


mn PR wa ah 1 ar) 


« & | 


i it own Nature, '- 


deed, that 


263 


where the Light is brighter, Sf Kl. 


and the Obligations greater, these the i 
Violence which muſt be offer'd to the 


muſt be greator too 4 and therefore L Wi 
_—_ grant, that as their Guilt is 
ter, {018 


* 


pollibility, 1 confeſs again, that the Pa- 
gan who had reſiſted the Light of Na- 
ture, and the Jew who had oppos'd that 

of the Law, had" this — that 
dere was All 0 a 1 1 b 

and more powerful Motives, I mean thoſe 
of the Goſpel z but to him who hardens 
himſelf againſt theGoſpet; no clearer Re- 
velation, nor more e 
can be adminiſter'd z and conſequently, 
the State of an obdurate Chriſtian is 
more hazardous than' that of an obdurate 
ſew or Gentile: But all this amounts 


not (till to an Impoſſibility. For till. 


their Repentance more diſſſeult. 
Bur this ſtill cannot amount to an Im- 


at Arguments, 


Mens Faculties rexnin in them the ſame 4 


s in their Na- 


and ſuch are the Changes 
tures, and in their Fortunes, that the 
very ſame Inducemente may prevail at 
one Time, which have oy rejected 


another, Things may be repreſented 
to a Man in a better Light, and with 
a better Advantage or he may be in a 
better Capneity to conceive them at 
ee 


one 1 


Vol, II, Time, than another. Men way det 
V with thoſe Evil and Diſappolntoaga in 


| Repont ance not Impoſſible + © 


a Courſe of Sin which they _ not 


foreſee, and did not fear P 1 
diſcover that Beauty — 7 

Holineſs, which before, whilſt they WW 
led captive by ſome Luſt, they "that | 
could not ſee, or would not conſider, 

The Aﬀe&iong of Men may change, an 
be alienated from thoſe Things to-which 
they were enſlav'd before, and then they: 
may be more c rr of Information aud 
Inſtruction z and a new Nees breaking 
in upon the Mi nd, may begins: 
tions in the \ ill, and by Digs thi 

Will may recover its Strength. 4, Con 


i je reſume its Thyone, and þ prom N 


cs. 
us much may (uftice to av v u, 
ng in the N u 


[Fo _ norhu Ln 
uration, which does imp 
poſſibility of | Repentance 4 = though 
the Recovery of a Chriſtian be more 
difficult than that of a Jaw, or Pagan, 
yet recoverable he is, "I the was not 
b, the Dilpenſation of the Goſpel would 
be more — than that of Nature, 
or the Low, and to he born in the Pu 
of the Church, as Things now) At 
| would rather be a Misfortune, than 4 
' Blefling: Fer alas! no mall, ry 
row 


in ies own Nature. 263 

—— 

row up into Hardneſs of Heart, without Ger; 4 

ing ever ſenſible of Religion, without 
ever "naking any Gtion at all againſt 
the Temptations oP Age; and as 
many are over-power by then without 
making any ſtrong 42 and be · 
fore ever Religion has taken any firm 
Root in them, though peradventure they 
may have had ſome ſlight Touches of it, 
and have made "ſome weak and ſhort At- 
tempts for the obtaining of Holineſs, | 


I now. bah on to the Sreond Thing I 
ropos'd to © ak to, vie. 'To ſhew = 
That it is not the Will of God the Ob- 
urate ſhould remain fo, but that they 
ſhould re * And indeed this ought 
to be prefum'd, unleſs ſome expreſs 
claration of the Divine Will could bs 
urgedd to the contrary g for the Merey of 
God muſt not be reſtrain'd and limited 
by any other than himſelf, It is u cer» 
tain Rule beth in Divine and Human 
Laws, that thoſs of eim whoſe Matter 
is gracious and favourable, are to be in- 
terpreted in the largeſt and moſt diffu- 
live Senſe : How much more here, Where 
(God's Declarations: of his Readineſh to 
alit of a Reconciliation with Sinne _ N 
are expreſiyd in the moſt unlimited 
 vaiverlal Terms, In a word 4 lines the N 


y 
} 
12 


| 


Vi Tm only one fore of Sin that by 
Saviour exce 2 *. — 

{ l of yo 

f nerg, namely, Blaſ wy 40 he Hos 

| Iy Ghoſts it tere fi ainly, 

#1 excluding any ot 


from the e 


| God's Grace aud Merry, is an injurious | 
N Addition to the Werd of God, and s 
[| diſhonourable ReſtrjRion and Limitation 
| of his Goodneſh, TI a recely'd Alem 


| fm Te. 


* a Rule, cünfime th in 
«\ gk excepted,” 1 bre. 
4s wage but | 


muſt min ee * \ Goods 
| nels, Now th this is 2 


| 

| 

Trib, yet "py 4 — ; Prof of 

| 1 will add . klloving os 
FE ſideratlons. $44 

| \ 1. If it was the Will of God. 
| Id not repent; then th 


a 


the Qbdurate 
plain that he could neither end * 


dience from them, nor unpute thelp 


| ea 10 * as I 
| ay, W at wou More 8 

| wand be in then abe nen 68 the 
| | Wilt of God, to break off their-Lmpiety x 


and to continue in it, would be Obedi» 
ence 3 for this, upon the Su == — 


hs does not. Will. or deſipe t 


Obltinacy In vefiſting the Methods of 


—_— 4% 48 4 11+ erer re I; * * 
* 1 * * ry . A 
” & \ 
& * | 


— 


oy is an nad Conformity 


to his Will) 86 XII. 


But that all this is direchl vepugnant to Www 


the Voice of God in Seriprine, ie c 
plain to need a Proof? | For how often 
docs God, pot in the Old and New Ju. 
ſauent, call and invite the wor ſt of Men 
to return to their Duty) And how often 
does 116 uppraid and reproach them with 
ber perliſting and perſevering in their 
Crimes? This puts mo in mind of 4 Se- 


cord Conſideratle n 
Defire thut the Ob- 


2, God's Will or L 


durate ſhould continue ſo, is not conffiſtene ; 


with the Methods of his deal wy 
hem. With what Truth can it be fil 

n Scripture, that Cod, wills the Salva» 
tion of ſuch,” if he do indeed will their 
Obdurat ion? How can it conſiſt with 
the Sincerity of God, to preſs, invite; 
and ſolleite even the Obdurate them- 
ſelves to Repentance, and to bewall their 


— cnn 2 1 at the 
ine time his abſolute and perem 

Will that they ſhould reſect and — 
them? Finally, How enn it confilt with - 
the Wiſdom; Goodneſs, or Sincerity of 
God, to give them ſych Time to ip: 


if he knows their Nepentance ig impok 

(ible, or reſolves it hall he ſod But 

you'll ſay, What Foot-ltepy have "hl | 
7 Wann Tan 


| Ver. o. (wer, The Lord is not 


K * . * "TTY * bs at 15 a; 44 Had " AN 
. +1 * 4 . 
N . F- N 5 
* 


Re wege "ot Tape 1 


= om Dealing of God ay the . 
rate and Reprobate? I anſwer, Innume⸗ 
rable, both in the Old and New 70% 
ment; but I will content my ſelf with oe 
full and plain one: Knowing thit | 5 
that there ſba/ l come in the laſt Days Seofs 
17 AE, ter their own Luſts, and. 
Ahr free - * — yoo bis _ 
nee the Fathers 5 
1 s continue at they Neue e the 
Begining of the Creation, To which, 
- amongſt others, St. Fang this An. 
his Tones, (as ſome Men count Slacks 
neſs, but is long-ſuffering to un- dy 
not willi * 5 any ſbould periſb, but 
that all heal to „„ In 
which tne there are F our N 
very plain: 
1/f, That the Men hiv ſp en of, 
were not only Reprobate and 
but even of the higheſt Rank of ſuchy 
Men not only deſtitute of Goodneſs, but 
9 to it; nay, nat only Enemies 
actical Goodneſs, but the profels'd 
Adverſaries to the fundamental Truths 
of the Goſpel; they wall d after theirown 
Caſte, and were Scoffersz and the Truth 
ey impugn'd and rallied, was nothing 
leſs than a of a On to m_ Where bs 
* * of vis OO * 
zdh, 


# Per. 3. 
þ 4+ 


y the Will of Got 
| 2dly, l 4s eyldent, hat 
not obdurate Pagans: or Jews, but 


rate Chriſtians. This is plain from, the 
laſt Times, Wherein it ig foretold that 
theſc ſhould come, and from the Truths 
which they endeavour d to ridicule and 
diſoountenunnn ne gt 
ga, "Ti gums that even towards 
theſe God ud much Long-ſufſering and 
Patience: For by ur- ward, is to he un» 
derſtood Mankind in general, and more» 
eſpecially in this Place, the moſt wicked 
Part of them: For neither the Apoſtles, 
nor any other holy and righteous Mem- 
bers of the Church can be hereunder» 
ſtood, as not being the Objects of Long - 


Laftly, Tis evident, that the Aim and 
 Defign of God, in this his Patience, was 
the Repentance and Reformation even of 
uch as theſe, This is aſſerted in ſo 
many expreſs, Words, Not willing that 
any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to Repentanteds \ ji f(t int bh ed {LAT 
And thus, I think, I have een 
out what J took upon me, To ſhew you, - 
that the Obdurate are under no Incapacity 
ol Repentance, that it would be ſuperflu- 

ous for me to add any thing more upon 
this Head; V 4 —_ eaſy ** 
to enlarge u e Abſurdities and 


4 


\theſs were Ber Kl 
obdu - 


5 _— P arach Inf 


At 
| Vol TIWMiſchiefs that flow from the! . 
N V Dodrinez which,” if it wits tee, wo 


Ref deres poſſible for u 7 — 


ntance be ary habiruel Tin - 
therefore only remove "Iwo Objs- 
— which may 1 to what has bee 


in from the Obdhrate ?' 
to the Spirit's 'Reſidetice "ant Abude in 


them ; but does it hence follow} — 


Spirit will never more inake/atiy At 
upon them? | What ſays St. phe, 


| £67.51. dee end ncircunijets 
1% 2 t, ye db always refilf' the) Hol by dy . 
{4 Their reſiſting the Holy Ohe, does at 


j duration, arid the' Efforts of the Spirit 
8 tw 1 and maſter it. But it 10 


i Was it tor ths Will of God thi 
Ponds ſnould continue in his Obdurs- 
tion, and, by Comſequener, Was He not 
incapable of Repentance? No, 
Nor Had tis ever gy 
| Imagination of ay Men, had 1 Weig 
bor their miſtaking Aron Place of U. Pin, 
Rom.g.t 1. For the Seri — Le unto 19 
6% 


Even for this. ane & have 1 vail 
thee' up, that * my Power in 
My andthe my nig bi uA 

throughout 


ſaid, and ſo e this Dfrvutſte:t 
%, Has not God withdrawn his Spi- 
H has fo} % 


' once clearly evince both the e 


(161)? e 


N 


7 all the Fart y * Nor wet 
eaſily diſcern the Senſe of theſe Wordt, 
if we confider the Place here referr'd 
in Exod, Th which whoſoever — eon 
ſider wil find, that the Def 
in thoſe Words of Moſes to P wo w 
to reproach him with the Hardneſs. 
his Heart, and to perſwade him to re- 
lent, and let His People go: 
plain that Pharaoh, after this Menace, 
and the P which were accordingly 
inflicted, did relent, and actually let the 
People go z "though afterwards, upon a 
new Tempan he telaps d into his for- 
wer State. Tou will ſay then, What is 
the Meaning of the Place? Plainly pit 
** Do'lt thou yet hatden thy ſelf 
me, and exalteſt thy ſelf agait 
« « People? Aſſure thy ſelf, that if in 
perſiſteſt in this Way, 1 wall finally be 


8 genen in thy Ruin. For, deceive not 


thy ſelf y thas I have hitherto inflicted 
but remote Evils, and touch'd neither 
* thy Life nor Crown, 
Bo he from an Inability to inflict Judy- 
* ments ſuitable ag Aer or from any 
* Deſign to ſpa ut 
4» , 2 to Grit my ſelf : This is 
* the Rey 
« lucherto ative,” that my Power and 
* Glory might be the more viſible and 
couſpleuous 


For it is 


9 not ei- 


— 


ſon why I have preſerv'd thee 


LY 


rr OTST GT SPE erg 
© data Be rt a 


272 Pharoah 1 Inſtances, '&, 
J = conſpicuous in W mull 
VV ments, which 1 have already. i 
upon thee, and which 1 Will iu 
« hereafter : For aſſure thy fel, that 
t except thou repenteſt, thou not 
& eſcape, but ſhalt fall under Neavier 
„ Judgments... My former have been 
- 6c Ron thy Cattle , thy Rivers, thy 
« Fields, and thy Houſes z but thole/to 
* come ſhall be upon thy Childret, 
* thy Servants, thy People; and thing 
« own Heart or Life, ... 
Now, if any One, from thoſe many 
Arguments which God makes uſe" oi 0 
induce Pharaoh to N ſhall” con- 
clude he was incapable of repenting 
or if any One can think, that, as a Mo- 
tive to his Repentance, God took Gare 
to inform hin by the Mouth of Moſer, 
_ that it was impoſlible for him to repent 
I muſt confeſs this way of Reaſoning is 
ſo unaccountable to me, that 1 doubt | 
ſhall never find an Ara to per- 
ſwade him to reject any Error Wich us 
has a mind to believe. e i 
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6urhing for Sin, "a 
Bleſſing it is entitled to, 


f 


MATT, v. 4 


Blſed are they that wore fo they 
| ſhall; be comforted, 


8. if. there were no other Vol. tl, 
we judge of Hap. www 
pineſs y . our 

is : And as our Lives, ſo 
why he Opinions are form'd 
and modell'd by Sen e Faith: And 
therefore we j | rs 
like 


1 


\ 


R K 356 * 4h 
rr 34: kt 4 ah 4 244 eee n 


Vol. III. like the Wicked, in the Expreſſion of | 
WV the Pjulnif, 


Sin 4 Ju Cauſe 


flouriſh like a — Bay- 
16. reo, Fortunes equal their Ambl- 
tion, — whoſe Plenty eannot be war 
fed! by their Luxury, © Happy are the 
Rich, the Great, the Honoutable | Bur 


abl 


our Saviour, who came down from ang⸗ 
ther World, wh6 knew, how far the Hap 

- plnbſy of Heaveti exceeJed that of Earth, 

who knew by what Rule his Father 


would proceed in difpenting his Eternal 
_ Favour, judk es of every thing here Be» 
low by bſerv iency to our Eternal 
State Above, and forms his Opinion - 
Mens Ha pinefi or Miſty: accord 
that relation they ſtand in to anot 
45 And n quite contra 
the Werld, he does firſt pronounce them 
ndition ſeems 


happy, whoſe outward 

full of Pity, whole Life is a Con- 

flig with Calamity and Diſtreſs, kae W 
are the Poor the Perſecuted, the | 
flicted! Ble en they that mourn, Not 

ao M Trouble irable for * 5 
ſake, as if Aion was a Pleaſure, and 
Miſery a Happineſs ; but becauſe. our 


Aflictions have a direct tendency 10 
_ Happineſs: The Toil of the Affficted, 


| 


the: that: of the Labouring Man, vs in 
order to a Reward; and the Sorrow and 
; . Travail | 


, ; * ** — : | wh - 5 A 
—— 0 TH ae „ an.. my Pants ts * b 149 # KOs Put IRE Bas. Ms 


Trl 705 the 
les bf the De 

do pn Wa * ity 7 nv 
for * pplneld and Pleaſure, Thers: 
fore view pronounces | the 
not Wwe the AMA 
which de the Gals of it, buy for 
Joy and comfort whith is the Rewnrd 
Or It” 


ſort of Munrnert g the 
— the Senſ bf thole Shs This Mar- 
ing hi not only a teiſcene7 to Richte 
ouſneſy'; but tis ie (elf s part 6 
5 4 5 « Chriſtian ; and 1 5 
fore, mote indi init 12 
- 9 00 Y may rationally that 
intends to On 


wut principally 
rounks 1 Bl, ſhall ſpeak chere. 


fore now ol Auen Mourning, and 


he 708,” 


1 


in and Sorrow. fas, 


Lora] areal 


2 nin 1 3 


Modan Soul, "like the dein 
paring One, XI, 
Wye 


But beſides thelb, thers ard a Wend 
who worry un- 


of the 


U Thit'Sin a ju Cuts u. 


l. That our Mourning fo 5 will 


"——_ 


i 3 
; 75 4 
ö i ? ; | 
IF A Ye © 54 
. 0 g r EF e 
Sin 4 G | 
1 4 Lake | 


Ar 


276 


a I, That Sin is a juſt Cauſe of Mourne 
. ing and Sorrow, Sin e certainly. the 
greateſt Plague that Human Nature is 
capable of ſuffering z It bereaves,us. of 
all that is a ſolid and laſting Good, and 
R us into a State full of the moll 
dreadful Evils ; it robs us of all the Com- 
forts and Advantages which the Patro- 
nage and Favour of an Almighty Power 
might give us reaſon to pretend to it 
| robs us of the Hopes and Conſolation 
which we might otherwiſe have in e, 
for it excludes us from all Intereſt in his 
Merits and Sufferings, in his Government 
and Interceſſion; it robs us of the Plea? 
ſure and Satisfaction which a Virtuous 
Life and Peaceful Conſcience fills the 
4% Soul of Man with; it robs u (oft of 
uh our Heaven; and inſtead of all theſe un- 
ſpeakable Goods, which Sin bereayes us: 
of, it brings upon us great and intolerg» 
ble Evils. It ſcares us with Guilt, the 
Gullt of tranſgreſſing the wiſe, and juſt, 
and gracious Laws of God, notwith- 
ſtanding the evident and undeniable Con- 
victions of our owp Minds ; it wounds 
us with Shame and Reproach for our In» 
' gratitude and Folly z for our Ingratitude, 
in ſorſaking God, whp has by moſt aſto» 


_ nilking 


niſhing Ways expreſs'd u not uuſpenk⸗- Serwon - 


able «will and Love bor Foy in XIII. 
ſorſuking our Bleſſed Lord aud Miter, Sv 


wm lov us, and [aid 4 bis Li . John g. 
in reſiſting and grieving the Good 16. 
Spiele bf God.” which hay often itfempe+ 
to fill our Minds with Righteouſneſy,! 

and Pence, and Joy; and in deſpiſing the 
Gare nd Long. ering of God, and 
being harden'd by'Hi 138 For our 
Folly, in'forſaking God, the Fountain of Jer. a. 13; 
Living Waters, and hewing our ſelves out 
Ciſterns, broken Cifterni, that can hold no 
Vater; for our Folly, in acting repug» 
— t6 our Reaſon, and our true In- 
tereit. | 

ln the neu! place, Sin haraſſes and tor + 
tures the Minds of Men with tumultu- 
ous and ungovernable Paſſions, which, 
like Vapours and Winds in the Bowels of 
the Earth, cauſe b and — 
fion where they dwell, rending and tear- 
ing Men by Strife Malice, and Conten- 
tion, burning 'em by Luſt, racking and 
diſtending em by Ambition and Cove- 
touſneſs, and making em conſume and 
pine away by Diſcontent and Envy, 

In the Third place it delivers us to the 
Power and Ema ire of thoſe Deviliſh Spi- 
tits which are the 7 Enemies of Man- 


kind z 


A Yo W, kind z and careſs, bs '% 
EF WO liver 99,0997 to all the b e Bell, | 
EE 1 50 25 the) ſame Portion Wun 
e Vevils W We e cholan on» 
3 with thoſe 2 Bek o whole K 
dom we have muaercz and to w 
Dominion we have by Sin, Ns 5 
our ſelyes. When a true Senſe. of 
is imprinted on on pur Spirits, N 
bene ki * Sorrow. dais 
Our. greateſt oy great 
eſt © ant * readful 
. Miſchief, ſhould — = ab... moſt ſenſj-. 
ble Afigion, A Departed Frignd, tho! 
he be but gone into a far Country, into 
another World, though he retain) his 
Friendſhip, and we are to 1 en again 
* when ide Hurr of this Wor! iy Ger, 
we are at Juiſure, ta enjoy, oh Ano 
1, does yet leave a very 1 
Canary of hi behind: And that not 
E whom we ſhall never 
but in the Angry kd "_ 
and afflict dur Spuls ?, F f 


40 in the Heat. and Tran) ia 
Paſſion we ſhould 1 iſhonour 
and outrage in th 

'tiend dearer; to _ ory a * 
'riend who had lov'd us with the 
fare Pailion, and Way to A 


had — the bis Paſſion for ve by se 

the Hazatdrof his Life and his Fortune; XIII. 
ſhould we indt,; ben we: came: um our V2 = 
d of our 1 


ſelves}; when weave diſpoſſefs 
—— ae Kr mehr 
1 we 
Fry Wound wer had made 
Jr rants his 5 his Hotour ꝰ 
Surely, if we had any human Nature, 
any , Goodneſs of Tem „. Acer 
would be as pain as if they 
ng ral nd yet. dhe Fri 5 
that is between the moſt tried, intimate, 
and paſſionate Friends, will not bear any 
Comparſonwih the Love of Feſus'to us. 
For: much did he humble himſelf, 
that he might his Love towards , 
us, Being in the Form of God, he took 1 
pon | himſelf tb Form of a "Servant # Phila 6g; I 
nd in this ree' of umility what y 
did he not do; what did he not ſuffer 
for us? What Temptations did he not 
contend with, anch overcome? What Re- 
_ proach. 7 Contempt, 1 FR and 
Hunge What Travail, 
what 1 dalle Watch al 15 not en- 
dure for us? How ofterv did he pour 
forth his Soul in Prayer for us? How of- 
ten did he caution us agairiſt all the Snares 
of thaDevil andthe? * Kr 


| 

| 

| 

! 

: "vp 
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5 at laſt, thine rentain'd nothing more an 
be done, he parted with' his Life and 8 
Hloocd for us in the Agonies of the Garden 

and the Wounds of the Croſs, After all 
this, can an ungrateful Sinner; led on b 
blind and ſenſeleſs Luſts aud Paſſions, ndt 
only forget and deſpiſe the Love 
Dear v but p 7 even to hate ak 
qutrage him, to diſhonour and reproach” 
him, 10 defy and renounce him, and, as 
much us in him lies, oppoſe and ſubvert 
his Kingdom, that he may eſtabliſh the 
Kingdom of the Devil? Can (I fay) an 
— Sinner, ftggel by a: vile! 
Paſlion, do all this to our A Who 
lov'd us, and ſhed his Blood for us; and 
when he comes to himſelf, 7 'he 
comes to a Senſe and Sight of what he 
has done, Shall not bis Sout weep in ſecret 
Places ? Shall not his Eyes run down with, 
Tears # Shall he not expreſs his Shame 
and Trouble, in the Behaviour and the 
rn of a broken and a contrits 
"If 2:Cryel and lnfolent Enemy (honkd 
lay waſte our City, and fill our 2 
Countey with Blood and Ruin; if: Vi- 
pers bred amongſt us ſhould gnaw their 
Paſſage through. our own Bowels, and 
EN eas W upon W 
” ver 10 ſſon 


— G bleed to ſee it Would 
not our Souls fit in Därkneſs atid Me 
lancholy within us? And ſhall the De- 
vil, che Enemy of Mankind,” ſcatter his 
Death and Ruin over our Souls? And 
ſhall our own traiterous Appetites and 
Paſſions ſubvert the Diſciplinhe of God 
within 5 „ end eſtabliſh their Tyranny 
upon the Ruin of ma vamp and _ 
ſcience within us ſhall not our 


run down with *. — Shall not [wi 

Souls he afflicted and mourn within us? 
Laſtly, Have we Tears to ſpend up- 

on the Temporal Calamity of our Friend, 


upon the 9 the and eam 
be — our _ ble = . 2 | 
nitely more deplor in 
us 10th] Woah of Gel, and conſequent- 
iy Eternal Damnation and Death,) and 
Nall we feel no Trouble, no Agonies, 
no Sorrows in bur Souls > 
If we did thus entertain a true No: 
tion of Sin; if we did ſeriouſly lay to 
Heart what it is, what the Happineſs is of 
which it 4 us, what the Miſery into 
which it plunges us, we ſnould eaſily dex 
erin RE it became us to mourn . 


tor our Sins, Wo ſnould not endleſly 
diſputs 


* . 


Val, lll.difpute bow, n 


„ „ 


Sorrow gught to bez re fhould nat: 


% %. #**% 
1 * % 


Pſ, 6, 6. 


Pſ. 38. 3» 


4» 356. 


weigh in a;Scale the Maaſure an D 


ra- 
ration of this God Sorrow The Send 


of our Souls would abpadantly enen 


it ſelf in the moſt melatcholy La gs 


oforow 
were great or laſting anougn. Whight 
Perſwaſſon l be much cenfitm'd in us, 
tent Men in the Od and New Tefldmenty:: 
Look upon David's Penitential Palm 
and then tell me har ſort of- Grief be»: 


comes the Dinner, I am weary with aut 


Groaning ; «ll the Night: mane 1 my 
ſwim 3 I water my Courb with my Tua 
of thine Anger; neither is there: auy\ R 
in ny Bones, becauſe of my Sin. For min 
Iniquities are gone aver mine Head; a 
heavy Burden, they are tao heavy. for ne? 
Ay Wounds ſtink and are corrupt; l. 
cauſe 2 Foolifoneſs.: Ian troubled; 
an bow d down. greatly; I go montrn- 
ing a the. Dq log. Lou ice hom No. 
vd behav d himſelf under the Senſe uf 
his Sins 3 how he complains of the 


Weight, af the Number of them; hr 
his Sorrow kept him waking by Night, 


clearer 


cleaver — — row” N 
he a fullet Knowledge of Lo Kit. 
Matkind d) On: e Bench: VV 
— — Sin fee pe ee. the 
t thgyiard (new! 7 © tx ved, 
in the Matter 0 Nis; f 
| but if; we consider his 1 
all — wm 


— 1 
1 e 


1 4 1 


ZE Sins that 1 been guil⸗ 
ty of, und, + SIE beſt of u 
ſhall have litde' reaſon to think — 


Roy 
Feber £7006 ſequent! ſhould: 
ſee 4 tle _—_ -wh * Sorrow 


„ 8 than the 
Wer 


would be lala thun ld 4 Peter, when 
,refleQed"'y 


he had: ſetiouſly pon what 
Chriſt had) aid, and what he je oa 
went outy and wept. bitterly. How eee i} 
of Humility and Sorrow is the 3 4 | 
mamma 7 Magdalene ? And det zie 1 
1 City, michmat a Singer, 3%. 1 
nas that.” OC 1 
2 0 Houſe, : 


2 


. , f 1 1 g LE 
nd Bid hs ; e404 "ME Prone 0 e N „ 
Wt OE 


. — Sim procure Bat, 


1 7 his Feet with Tears,' and did wit | 
Dein "with the Hair of ber Heat and\ 
ed his Feet, ang” uind then 5 
nt. Kc Lee 
And a0 ccording ſto this, che biens ? 
of 'the Prünitirs Church, did, by its 
Strictneſs and Severity in this Pom, 
ey what kind of Repentance, \ whay: 
re of Sorrow Sin called for at dur 


hands. They did not think that 81K 
was an Offene of that flight "my 
as that it could be expiate 12 y 
Confeſſion, by a ain) oly on 
12 or two; but they ſet — Days and 

i Years for this great Work: Thie was: 
| their firſt and greateſt Work, to recon- 
1 cile themſelves to God by Repentance, © 
* a a Repentance very intenſe, 'very fincers, 
aſting, 

Having Thus h. made out, That Sin ia 
juſt Cauſe of 'Mourning and Sorrow; it 

remains I ſhould go on to e vou, ab» 

| caring to my propov'd: aver 


Vol. Hl 1 


i v | 
| II. That Sorrow for Sin 1 ad | 
l do procure our Comfort. Which Win 
? | eaſily appear from theſe AY ave Y 
|  fiderationss' 1 | 
i Firſt, It procures 0 our Reconciltion 


with God, 


* 
2 n 


dy; Te IE [and advances 0 4 
Ne Ph goers; Perfedion.. ak % 
KN el A WY: hun 


To all 4 85 we ove 400. 
Fourthly, The greater . Sorrow 
Sin, Ky de n . our Ger 


after Sod 


fl} 


1 


TERM Ks $9928 

Firſt, "E aw. our Reconciliatian 

| e 185 plainly the whole 
Import of the Goſþe * is the End 
an 84 an of. it, Pt, ern God's 
Readineſy. to pardon us 
tion of Repennance: ; 
Lord is upon tone et 

me to 72 the TY "x Poor 
he hat me to 
bearted, 15 ach Dit 3 to N 
Captives, and recovering of Sight to the. 
1 to ſet at Liberty them that are 
bruiſed, (o preach the acceptable Tear of 
the Lord. And this was the Way of 
God's dealing with Mankind from -the 
Beginning, For thus we have God 934 
courſing in the Prophet Jeremy, con- 

cerning the Sorrow of Ephraim z 1 e 
ſurely heard Ephraim 9 himſelf s 
thus, Thow haſt chaſtis'd me, and 1 was. 


mm ts ul * 4 Bullock waeren d tothe 
Toke + 


Jiri hs the Luk. 4- 7% 


Val, 111, 1k Te thin 2 [nd are 1 


N for thou 1 
of that liek 57 2215 2 
2 | after hat I was ird 1 hut Y 
na 97 T was 785 a, ven 
ohfornded, "Verauſe J bes the Ke 
 pronch of # Th And then the Al 
mighty, like a kind Father, whe he 
ſaw him return'd from his Error, res 
turn'd from His Wrath too; and When 
Jook'd upon him dreſſal in the n 
eie Charme of repenting Tels, fe. 
indled in Mn Divine Kitdels | 
her. 0 Compuſſion. I Eyre 1 diu Son“ 
ä Is he pleaſan c N Pet | {pu 
tinſt hin, I db earneftly remember eo 
frr there — . 1 ave troubled 
1% 1 will ſurely Dave M 
ſaith the Lord, Such is the DI i Dick 
Nate that a he Nr the feh- 
eſt Sacrifice z noth rlous and 
prevalent with God K ar) 8 rief; 
wo fee in the Caſe of the Wy po 
Pirblizan i; His afflited my and de 
ed Eyes had more Power with God, job 
the vain-glottous Services and 
Prayer of the Phariſee. And there 0 a 
lain Reaſon for it : For 1 Nur 
rrow Ie make ſufficient 5 
ſition for Injuries done to infinite 


Luke 18, 


« 
So 25 


* "or 7 e with O e 
sy Je Yall "he Ooripetifition wa rmor 


can make," und tis the only Courſe. oY J. 
can me to do Cod Ri, 2 alert the wr 
Juſtice 'and'Wiſtom of Mis Laws; the 


Goodneſs and Munificence of his Nitvre, 
by taking Shathe to our ſelves 25 40 
knowledgiriz dur Folly and Bafen 111 
in our eranſ eng il Conan | A 
therefore "tis' the ! 14 at once ma 


PC: gt. 1% 


nifies the God, ' v 
Excellent of Re en he Sel 
fer of Gall are” a N Mie a bro- 
ken and & contfite' Heat 9 God. t 
wilt not diſpiſe. Ah, "Hapty Sorrow ! 
- Fed: vom above the Joys 4 Luxur 
ore beautiful» than 
85 dune wt lory of a ky ages in 
War,' or Nan Peace ; ſince. it en 4 
God, und renders vs the dear Objech 
Pane Love! Pot what on, 2 45 
pe for, from, a fiticere Loye, Huck d And 
. with infinite Power? Mow hap» = 
py are thoſe Tyury, YA, Tike 3% %% 
4's troubled Waters, "So , 
ſturh'd! 1 5 Nahen hal Sis C 
Groatis, which, like the Wing of, At 
gels, lan the Sul into Reglond he 4 
all atthly Top ſtol Har "A are thoſe 
Retirements, Wheteit, While we con- 
demn our kehre, and while 6ur e 
with- 


a6 © 


" Mourning for Sin in, roma. 0 


. | ol. Tm Shed aws us from the Pleaſures cf th of, 


Gal, 6. 14. tn a 
1 mn 1. 05 fave been well 


chas' d for us an Eternity of Joy An 
and purchas'd for us too, 


Chriſtlan on towards Perfe@ion, The 


—_— —ͤ —— — — — 
— 


ow Conve 
of Chapin, woah he can ſay W th 


John, Our Fellowſbip 10 with the Father, 
and with his Son Jeſus Chrift, All 2 


of the 10 


Lies ü are enro Id in the 


in ms * rs of Ange 
2 7 Saints! 1all certain 
nowledge thoſe Hours of our Livei 


nt, which we 15 
ted to a pious Grief, when we (hall {ee 
that thoſe Moments of Sorrbw have pur. 


ih Diſreliſh of ſenſual ! je which 
a holy Sorrow begot in us, has at once 


ſharpen'd our Appetltes for ſpir iritual io 


I Tid 


Pleaſure to entertain them. 
Secondly, Sorrow for Sit ene * 


iy fectlon 1 a e conſiſts in two 

Thit figs: The „/t reſpetts the Lufts of 
the Outward Man, nel, Moree 
tron, The ond rel the Aﬀetio 
of the Inward Man, namely, he haviy 
ration in 1-196 heſe wk 
an to the tnoſt elevated pl 


do taiſe 


St. Paul, The World is crucified unto WO, 
and 1 unto the World; by with Saint. 


Ut ſuch a degree of Love for 


N our, T4 Tie. Wt hap 


Hur Wy Haben, 2 
55 11 t reef, as e 


TE E 9 1 : 


1 5 only dental all us, 4 


an ardatenable Dotage upon ide Wor 


and e 5 * but = 
us * whe, of . em. | 


10 0 Al 
0 ava the Wor 1 ea to 70 9 1 
is the Soul of Man Wa « | uly 

theft ahter'd inte! tl e aud ih 


10 0 eT 


to We" it Ne for ſake 8 8 In,, 
nf and may it 05 en by 
of 1 ot £ Ay Tal towa 

5 this Be give 9 11005 


io 0 bk makes us do the 
5 IN J, "ad i" to pot on) 
Wil tience Fro ce, 


without i but with 88 
«nd Delight, and, 0 Un e 
. wh C 


0. the oll ae our 


Wop 
it begin, 16, long, fox. 
. 1 1 W 


2 "Pp * 


bee. uot 


ou ny 


11 
4 5 Ky 19 45 hr My 


Nau 155 , 
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WIT a 


Luke 7. 


and contrite Sinner is ind with Ad. 


y x then doth It Ive þ Fach. 7 
er the ny of God, And dr 


ious and H 1 Angell 
2 hreouſheſs and Cin . bl dd 


N zhl the State to With 
Mourning for Sin doth naturally tend to 
advance 
the Losthſomeneſb of Sid, 


en; for the more we 
the wers 


ſenfible mal! we grow of the Love of 
God in on it and by a naturul 
and nece 


Conſequetice, the more x- 
vently tall we love God; for you know 
the Reſolurion of our Savicw, Hi loves 
much, to whom much is forgiven,” In this 
Contemplation of Things, the hutnble 


miration of the Divine Goodnefs, 'and 
the Soul then bleeds afreſh, to 18 ; 
whom it has offended. And thus 

— 4 Sorrow do rhutually a 


Love and 
interchang beget and cheriſh yan | 


other; _ both theſe again do encteale 


the Sinner's Dereftatidn of his Sin, and 
of all thoſe Temptations that have be- 
tray'd him to it. It is impoſſibls "oy 
That Heart wh ch is wounded by a . 
flexions of having offended God, ſhould 
have any other Paſſion for thoſe Thibgs 
that in tigared him to the 9212 thi 
* Loathing 


5 


 Lonthitig and Abbortepee, It is by 3 


ars for $in, ſhould look with, Kin 
neſs or Delight upon thoſe Things that 
ire Allirements to it And as ay 
Sorrow breeds in us « Deteſtation 
Loathing of thoſs Things which Bale 
enticed and tempted us ſo ſurely, Gods 
ly Love mult in us & Contempt 
of all theſe Things Below, How can « 
Soul, that is fill'd and raviſh'd with Di- 
vine Love, foe any Thing Here that it 
can delight in, unleſs it be the Saints 
— ll ond 4, F that 
ave | u 

them, chat . with * * 
flected Rays of his Glory and Beauty > 
_ can. mn Re upon a * 
ral Good, a fleeting Apparition, tha 

's ſwallow! up in the Contemplation of 
Eternity > How can that Soul dote upon 

the faint and rude Draughts of 
Good it meets with in this World, which 
is fill d with the Love and aſſur d Hope of 
the perfect, ſolid, and ſubſtantial Goods 
of another World > Theſe are the hap» 
py Effects of Godly Sorrow : It en. 
creaſeth our Deteſtation of Sin, our Diſs 
reliſh and Contempt of Worldly Things, 
our Love of God and Heaven, What 
F Ua. _ Gloſty 


Vat II. br Heig ht oa 7 humble "i 
Yo for! "How Fler us and true a Liberty 
anz which this bleſſed Sorrowedetk 
inttare Man! How beautiful and trüly 
Partaker of a Divine Nature dos iin 0 
W And I therefore, © arne TIT 
"Thirdly, This Sorrow fot ein a | 
Man an humble Aſſutance before God. 
126. 8. He that 6g" in "Tears, ſhalt reap. in Foy, . 
For Godly Sorrow doth waſh off the 
Guilt which, the poor Sinner coftrack. 
ed, and ſo doth by degrees caſe the Soul - 
of the Weight it groaris under, and chen 
and encourage it in its Approaches ta- 
wards God. This muſt neceſſarily be 
the Effect of a holy Sortow, not only 
upon the Account of tlioſe gracious Pro- 
miſes. which God bas made to'the' Pen- 
tent, and upon the Account of theſe hu- 
metous Examples Wherein we may bes 
| 5 "theſe Promiſes made good td Sin- 
ners; but alſo on this Account farther, 
That this Sorrow changes and emp 
us into the Image of Gd. 
Leet us conſider theſe Things « little 
and fee” What Comfort and ade the 
Soul way exträck from them. Wen 
the. Soul is coverd with Tears, and 


With Funde — How ſolid + Oo 


Ml refers ee OH BIOS eee ps eee 


* 3 
x 3 
od e a hs 


thc: ; . e ah trite H 
Si di then wilt not 8 20 A 
therefore, \ may ſuch a one ſax, 
God will not deſpiſe, e. ao he 
will delight in Lam hag e crit 
a ſweet): 1 acer 
God 277 nn 1 


this Se 18 me. And 
my Seal | thas al 


way "A our, a "I e more 
preſs axticular Initances. 
Have be: 1 back -lliding fab: 

So was Ephraim; ſuch was the Frodiy1.. 3 
gal Son. And af our , Repentance, imi- Luke 1s. 
tate theirs „ as Qur Falls have. done 
theirs, we are, like them, recęiv d q 

Joy. Have our Sins been many? We ers | 
chey grown habitual. > Were they of a 

ay ing and 9 IF "a 


us:; 


* 


. | 


Vol. TE *he « Sims of 7 Ide and Fay rey ; 


I Epil. 
Cb. 8. 


with the ſame God 


down, O: 2 N. why art thou: 


in thee > And do'ſt thou not know, that 


His Truth, his Love and his Fear, im- 


5 the Sins of David, in part, of fork. 
were the Sins of t GAs Fo! And 
yer all theſe have beck ſankified, cleanſed, 

and juffified. And we "have" to do 
ſince I have the 
ſame Promiſes; and flace, finally, I feet 
in me the ſame humble and devout. Sor- 


» were the Sins 


row, how ſhauld 1 n my Recon- 


ciliation > Why art tl 55 Hon Om 
Soul ? And why art thou diſquieted wit hin 
ne ? O put thy Truſt in God, and in 
the Son of © God, the Mercy of the one, 
and the Merits 'of the pet and thou 
can'ſt not periſh, Why art thou c 


quieted w it hin ne? Do'ſt t north 
hy ſelf the Operation of his bleſſed 
Spirit? Do'ſt thou not ſee Feſus form'd 


whom he ſanctiſtes he juſtifies, and whom 
he 2 he glorifies 1 4 155 Spirit and 


planted in thee, are the unqueſtionable 
Pledges of his Favour. Enter then into 
thy Reft, O my Sou; the Lord has ac- 
cepted thine fring he has ſeen thy 
Sorrow ; he has heard thee bewailing 


thy Sin, and he hath heal'd thee z he 
hath 


bach put away al I be Diſplca 
neſs he will p< thee, X 
= with Eternal Favour. will he ſhine 
upon thee, For à Ranſom IS 
| ſuch as thee, even Jo/we,/who is aPropitt- 
ation for thy Sins. Thus we ſee how an 
Aſſurance before God naturally ariſes from 
Sorrow for Sin, and what an 2 8 
anne this 2 mes, 


Athy The erte our Sorrow for 
Sin is, the greater will be our Glor ry 
hereafter. He that . humbleth himſelf Luke 14; 

| ſhall be exalted, is true, not only with 1: 
reſpect to this World, but thar 3 hich is 
to come, When the Maſter of the Feaſt | | 
1 enter in, he ſhall fay, Friend, go 
. ber. The Reaſon /is 1 : 

Firſt, By this the Sinner” doth not 
only condemn and renounce the Plea- 
ſures of the World, but himlelf too. 
- that he 2 is, the Favgur and 


Mercy of God g all that he delights in, 


is, the Pleaſure of Repentance. No Soul 
is more truly mortify'd to the World, 


or more truly inflam'd with a Thirſt af. 1 
ter God, and Heaven, and Righteouſ- _ 
nels, than the r Tenitente- N 


A 


"owe to the Inter 
Lis! 


thi —. of ovr Bind and whillh | 
It coritiplates the Vileneſs ind es + 
tion of our Nature ind Practices, doth 
eaſily conclude What Need we ah in of 
a Redeemer, Tis the humble Penitent 
that" ſets a juſt Value upon tha Goodheſy | 
vf "God in. befiewing a Heavem upon U 
1 0 t Tooketh upon! hithſelf. 2 e 
"of all. 1 with What 

lai ichent, 21 well as Joy, "uſt; he 
Sie "of God's | ſowing Eterrit Life 
unc Glory upon Himꝰ) ITE 


35 the 74% Place, the Eaample abd 


Infier e of Mourning for Sin, K'exceed- 
nz eneficial to Mankind. It is, not 
a 0 iwagine how*much'the Publick 
ton, Repentaiice, 
Confeſſion of pious Men. But this 


is not that which I. eſpeclally intend. 
It gives Men a true Notion of Sing for 


they cannot but think that very heſhous 


_and*timinal, which, the more wiſe and 
good Men are, the more bitterly they 
 bewail. It gives Men a true Notion of 


bas 


the Beauty and Lovelineſs of Religion, Sermon 
whilſt they behold the. Peace, the Con- XIII. 
ſtancy, and the Chearfulneſs of thoſe WV'V 
that are moſt advanced in it; for nothing 
is more erect, ſerene, firm, and unmov'd, 
than that Soul which doth moſt ſincerely 
and frequently confeſs and bemoan its 
Sing before God, | 0 
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HE followim Diſcourſe 
_ was written by my Fa- 
ber, at the ſame Time, 
and (as far as may be 
J h the ſame, Care and Cor- 
recineſs as the Firſt, Volume of his 
Enquiry after Happineſs, of which 
it was once doſigu d to make a Fart. 
For the Method of that Enquity lead- 
ing to con (rea all the Objeftions that 
could be brought againſt the Foſſibi- 
lity of obtaining Happineſs, it . 


e 


„ 
4 7 EATS 4 + 


To the RE ADE. 
ed neceſſary to examine what Ground 
there was for that Belief, (which = 
bad been tao ſlightly taken up by 
under 4 Penal Incapatity, by God's WY 
final, but juſt Rejection of them 

From Grace and Pardon. But the 

239. Author afterwards thought it ſuffi- 

* cient to obſerve in that Place, That 

17 Men would a8 rationally, ths 

| Perſwaſion of ſuch a State, even a 

| the Objection ſuppos'd, might be 

Cl very uſefid and profitable to ſome, 

dan ongbt to have an ill Infinence 
none, with reſpeS to their Eter 

Intereſt. And De MORY 1 

of the foreſt Diſen es of the Mind, 

the full Diſcuſſion of the Queſtion 
was there referPd to the Fourth. 

Volume, which, it was proposd, 

ſhould treat of Indolence, and ſo 
would be the proper Place for laying 

open the Troubles of the Mind, and 
directing to their Cures, The Pro- 
| e 
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ale Fe 2 4 the | 
ure; yet nothing was ever advan- 

* to that Perfection, which it 

" 5 it to appear to the Verla | 

By this Means, it became no- 

152 weber Srl thy Diſcourſe 

e 44 

6; 1 wh 2 

without ſome 1 4 of being ry 

upon 4s 4 . Piece in its kind, 

or, at leaſt, however, of bring fond 

uſeful (which will be ſv cient fob 

its 1. 15 in, 
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ether Gop has, by a Vol. III. 
final and irreverſible Sen- WWW 
tence, cut off any Sinners 

in this Life from all Pof- . 


* Fi, 
, * - 61 Jy ” f 
— _ — — 2 — 1 


ſibility of Grace and Par- 


on, is a Point, the exact Diſcuſſion of 
which muſt 


acknowledg'd a Work. 
„and yet of as great 
Difficulty, becauſe 


— 


P 


—— — 


238 Penal Incapacity of Happineſs, _ 
Vol, Ill. the moſt obſcure Texts of Scripture + 
| vo Of great Importance, becauſe this Per- 
Fil muſt neceſſarily deliver up evet evety 
One who thinks Himſelf reduced to this 
State, to Deſpait, in the proper Notiqu of 
it, or is, to a Renunclation of all 
Goodneſs, as well as all Hopes of Mercy 
or at leaſt it will . and over- 
whelm the Mind with inſupportable 
Sadneſs and 1 Fin and ſo make it 


tmiſerable_ih Life, tho“ hot än a 
other. The Diffcute | cofifels, did 
a little deter me, as deſpairing of 
attaining that Brevity. and /Perſpicuity 
in this Point, which 1s 1 040 to ren- 
der any Diſchurtk Sed 
ceptable. Hut the ee d 2 
ange of the Subject di Pally prevail 
with me to reſolve to treat it, if not as 
well as 1 _ yet however e as A... as 


RA | 1 1 INT 
14 30 4 3 


Presales "The _ Thing therefore, 
to be done; is, tô remove / a Prejudice, 
which; Packnowledge, 1 1 under, ald 
therefore belicde Orhets may: Fer 1 
camnot dur dun, That 1 wü, almost uit 
neg 0 lee Mete S " Sar 
> þ 4 a 2 State 


cul or ac- 


0 i MR | 
; # 


no Imputation - upon Go b. 339 
a State as this on this fide Hell, and Vol. III. 


that for this Reaſon e 1. becauſe WO 

it ſeems, at firſt ſight, to caſt ſome. hard 
Refled ion upon the Infinite Goodneſs 
pole is Life prolong' d to him, who 
cannot poſlibly reap any qa. from 
uſe of it, than to enereaſe the Torments 

of his Eternity gut I ſoon conſider d. | 

and conſequently, being the Effet as. 
Wilful Sin, that leſs of the 
this could not juſtly/ bring any Imputa- 
tion upon the [now dr of Cod. Ha- 
ceed. 
W be tech u len on = 
without the Aſſiſtance of Revelation. 
For if we conſider the Divine Nature, 
Mercy and Compaſſion is Infinite, and 
conſequently, that no Sin nen of 
Zons indeed tells us of: Confuntins 
the Great, that when he 'wou'd have 
ann, the * of a 
Aa 2 Wite 


and Mercy 0 Gop. For to what Pus⸗ 

it, whb cannot poſlibly make any other 

that this — is ſu od to be Penalʒ 
blackeſt Guile and higheſt Aggravation, 

ving . this en 11 er 93 
Reaſon can, I think, hardly inform us, 
Reaſon will be apt to tell us, That his 
Pardon, if rep of. 

been admitted to an Expiation of his 
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2 


Vol. III. a Wife and Son, the Heathen Prieſts 
www gave him this Anſwer, Ou ydiddas 
Eoſim. I. a. xotagus regr@» ia TIMRabra N- 
hie SuduvCr, Their Religion knew no 
Expiation for ſuch Crimes. But 'twas 
the Hi/tortan's Spight to Chriſtianity 
that made him belye his Pagan Profeſſion, 
which was not ſo ſevere but that it 
allow'd Luſtrations for the fouleſt 
Crimes ; tho the Senſe of Nature, in 
this Point, be not to be taken from 
the Practice of the Superſtitious, but 
the Judgment of unprejudiced Reaſon. 
1: If, again, we look upon God as the 
{4 Governor of the World, Reaſon will 
|. be apt to tell us, That it ſuits better 
x with the Ends of Government, and' 
| the Clemency of a good Prince, that 
| revolted Subjects ſhou'd Repent and 
| return to their Duty, than be render'd 
l Deſperate, by being utterly excluded 
| from all Capacity of Pardon. And yet, 
on the other hand, Reaſon will tell us, 
That God is Juſt as well as Merciful, 
that Acts of Juſtice are as neceſſary to 
uphold a Government, as Acts of ma | 
And thus, 1 doubt, Reaſon left to itſelf 
and arguing from the Nature of Goo, 
wou'd hardly be able to give us any 
certain Deciſion or ſatisfactory Deter- 
mination of this Point; and * — | 


not evident from Reaſon. —_ 


A e 1 £ * * 
: p " 


Mind of Man were in Suſpenſe and 
Fluctuation, it could only direct us 
what were ſafeſt to be done, but cou'd 
_ aſſure us of the Succeſs of what we 

There is one Way more, 
our Reaſon might attempt to 
this Queſtion, which. is, by conſidering 
whether ſuch an Excluſion from Pardon 
or Aſſiſtance do naturally follow the wil- 
ful Commiſſion, or frequent Repetition 
of any Sin, whatever this may ups 
o8'd to be. And here, I muſt confeſs, 


Vol, It 
8 


1 


by which 
22 | 


ermine 


ilful and Cryin Sins do naturally i | 


tend to alienate us from God, and, if lon 
5 in, to efface and obliterate a 
Diſtinctions of Good and Evil; and, by 
a clear Conſequence, they tend to reu- 
der Men incapable of Pardon, by reu- 
dring 'em incapable of Repentance. 
But then, the one Incapacity can be no 


reater than the other; nor will Rea- 


| ſon dictate to us, that the Capacity 
of Repentance remains where that of 
Pardon doth not z for this were to no 
Purpoſe. And becauſe the Matter of 
Fact ſhews us, that many have become 
Excellent and Virtuous Men after a 
long and continued Courſe of wilful 
Impiety, it will not be poſſible for us 
to determine this Way, by the mers 

bes Aa 3 Light 


ts. 


342 Penal Incapacity, &. 
| Vol. IM. Light of Reaſon, whether there be 
| SY ſuch a Penal State, as we havediſeours'd 
| of, or no, Thus far only Reafon' may 

advance, While God continues to anf 
Man the Means and Opportunities of 
Repentance, whilſt he makes uſe of 
any Methods of his Providence 'to 're- 
claim him; it ſeems far more natutal to 
conclude, That ſuch a One is in a Capa- 
city of Repentance and Pardon, than o- 
therwiſe: And whenever we do ſee the 
Methods of Gon becoming thus far ſuc- 
ceſsft1], that the Simmer is effectunlly chan 
get! 4 Reaſon will concluge, That he who 
is ſunctitied, is juſtified 3 that a Change 
of our Nature, doth neceſſarily produce 
1 Change m our State ; for he that was 
the Enemy of Con, whilſt a Sinner, 
2 his Favourite, by becoming | 
Alnt. | 4 


Since then, Reaſon is, of its ſelf, un- 
able to determine this Poirt, it 'remaimny 
that Revelation only can '' affure us 

Whether there be ſuch a State, or no, 

And here, in a Matter of this Impor- 

tance, 'tis plain, that no particular im- 

uſſe, no private hnpreſſion upon out 

inds, ought to be admitted by us for 
n, 8, Revelation z nay, ſhou d an Angel from 
Heaven tell us that this were Gur very 
4 W.-3 x State, 


"7%. 


not to by — Gon 3 


State, he were nat to be credited, if the Vol. II. 
WW 


Aſſertion of ſuch: a State were contra: 
dictory to the Gaſpel. H we come 
therefore to examine Aube the Scrip-⸗ 

ture allerts in this Point, I think it can- 
not but be acknowledged, That the Pro- 
clamation of Pardon on Condition of 

Repentunce, runs in Terms the moſt 

comprehenſive, general, an u — 

that can be imagin d. The Nature of 

God is thus ae even upon tha. 

Mount, The 

1 and pinoy 
andeny ee md Ty 

Mercy for Thouſands, forgi 1 1 
Tranſeieſton, and Sin. 

ticus, chap. xxvi. after a Denunciatn * 

man fore Plagues upon the Trank | 

greſſors of the Divine Law, God» con» 
clades with Promiſes of Mercy to the 

Penitent, v.40. If they Pall e 

Iniquity, a the Iniquit of their — 

with their Treſpaſs which: they treſhaſe u 

againſt me, & c. Then will Iv | 

Covenant, &c. This was the Diſpenſe- 

tion the 7eme were always under, cho 

the Law, propos'd as 4 Rule of Life, 

did require Perfection; and as a Cove» 


nant of Works, did o _—_ to Unſinning 
Obedience, and by both id teach them 
che exceeding Sinfulneſs of Sin, the 15 i 


Aa 4  miſera- 


s they Levit, 36. 
49,41, 4 


* 


Lia. 15. 7, 


Jer th, 
7, f, 


the Doctrine of Repentance was much 


miſerable State of Man, the Necoſſey of 
Mercy 4 and ſo led them on to, and 
par'd them for (ry. lu the Prophets, 


more frequent, and ( if it could be) 
more — every thing growing more 
Lightfom as it grew nearer to the Day, 
the bright Pay of the Goſpel'» Let th 
Wicked forſake his Way, and the Un 
riehteous Man his Thoughts t and let 
him return unto the Lord, and be will 
have Merey upon him and to our God, 
for he will abundantly Pardon. At what 
Inflant 1 ſhall ſpeak concerning 4 Na. 
tion, and concerning 4 Kingdom, to pluck 


5 1%, and to pull down, and [1 deſtroy it z 


i/ that Nution, n, whom I have 
pronounced, turn * their Evil, I will 


repent of the Evil that I thought to 


do unto them, I will add but one 
Place more, that of Ezekiel, chap. 18, 
ver. 21, G. If the Wicked will turn 
from all his Sins that he hath committed, 


and keep all my Statutes, and do that 


which is Lawful and Right, he ſhall ſure- 
ly live, he fhall not die. All his Tranſ- 
greſſions that he hath commuted, uy 


ſhall not be mentioned unto him; in his 


Righteouſneſs that he hath done, be fball 


live. Have 1 ay Pleaſure at all that 


the Wicked ſbou! 


* 


die? ſaith the Lord 
ö 


God + and not 1 he ſhould return from N . 
hit Ways, and ius 
| need not ** any prooſp out of the 
New Teſtament, lince the whole Import 
_ of the gehen Commiſſion was no 
more than this, 'That they ſhou'd preach ll! 
RKepemance and Remiſſion of Sink, thro! A 16 Is 
the Name of %% J and nccordin * = 
Subſtance of all that St, Paw/ ng b OY 
was, Repentance toward 95 and Faith 0e. 
toward bur Lord hs This is 
a plain and full ration”of the No- 
ture and the Will of God t And therefore, 
the Terms of it being general and — 
ſtraln d, no Perſons, no Sins being ex- 
cluded from the Benefit of Re A 
it were Sacrilege towards and _ 
Uncharitableneſs — Man, to be- 
reave God of the Glory, or Man of the 
Comtort and Advantage of this u 
able Mercy, by confining, curtailing, 
and reſtraining 1t, 
Tis true, nevertheleſs, that God him- 
ſelf may limit his Mercy by any parti- 
cular Reſervations, and may declare 
ſuch or ſuch a ſort of Sins incapable of 
enjoying the Benefit of thoſe general 
Tenders of Pardon which he makes to 
the Penitent. I will therefore now conſi- 
der the ſeveral Texts of Scripture, which 
ſeem to imply, that he has 2 = 
uc 


Vol. Il. Such are theſe : Strive to enter in at the 


Luke 13. 
44. 
As 8, 
22s 


Heb. 12. 


18,16, i 7+ 


Heh. 6. 
4, 3, 8. 


Heb, 10. 
4, 27, 
28, 29. 


and have taſſed 


them 


aud frery Indlig nation, which ſhall devout 


firait Cate; for nam, I ſ unte 
will ſeok to Us in, — ballna bo. able, 
Repent therefore of this thy Wickgdneſi, 
and pray God, if perhaps' the Thought 
0 1 be fo lon fall of 
ing . diligently, leſt any Man fail of 
the Greece 7 God ; leſt any Root of Hit. 
terneſs ſpringing up, trouble you, and , 
* many be defiled © | Loft there be 
any Fornicator or profane Per ſon, as 
52 who for one Morſel of Meat ſold his 
Birth-right ; for ye know how that after» 
ward, when he would have inherited the 
Bleſſing, he waz *rejefted ; for he font 
no Place of Repemtance, tho he Jought 


it carefully with Tears, For it is in- 


ible for thoſe who were once enlighten'd, 
7 the Heavenly Op 
and were made Partakers of the Holy 
27 and have taſted the good Word of 
God, and the Powers, of the World to 
come ; if they ſhall fall away, to renew 
agen unto Repentance z, ſeeing they 
erucify to themſelves the Sow of God . 
and put him to um open Shame, For if ie 
fin wilſully, after that we have received 
the Knowledge of the Truth, there rt 
Maineth no more Sacrifice for Sin, but 's 
certain fearful looking for of Judgment, 


the 


to prove P Ineapacity,” & M. 947 


the Adverſaries, He that Mo i Vol 
Law, ver without Hin, mae 2 


e ene — 
Fuxiſbmont ey0 . 7 
wort who" 1 L 75 under — of 


don of Ood, and hath counted the Blood 
| 10 6 Covenant wherewits) he wa fan- 
tified, an unholy Thing, and hat done _ 
deſpite unto t 2 8 pres Grace For et. 2. 
F after th eſcap'd the Pollutions © 
of the fn the 2 through 2 Knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour efus Chrift, they 
are again intangled therein, and ouer- 
come ; the latter end is worſe with them 
thin the beginning. \ For it had been bet» 
ter for thei not to have known the way of 
Righteouſneſs, than after they have known 
it, to turn from the holy Commandment 
1:livered unto them. There is a Sin unto 1 John; 
Death I do not ſay that be ſhall pray ** 
for it, Verity I Jay unto you, All Sims mark 3. 
hall be for, 25 unto the Sons of —— b, 29,0 
and 50 mies, wherewith ſoe ver they 
66410 be, But he that ſhall 'blaſs 
heme againſt the Holy Ghoſt, hath never 
Forgiveteſi but ir in danger of Fternal 
| Danmation t Becauſe they ſai hy bath 
an U nclea Spirit, 


1 will now give as brief and lain an 


Account of the Dellen of theſe 17 as 
Can, 


248 Seeking to enter in, e“ 


Vol. III. I can. Some of them are very eaſy and 
plain; ſuch is that of Luke xiii. where, 
if ſeeking to enter, were to be underſtood 
any Endeavours after Salvation in this 
Life, it muſt not be underſtood of ſin- 
cere ones; for then the 7 rt of 
the Verſe wou'd contradict the former: 
It wou'd be fo far from being a Motive 
to, that it wou'd be the greateſt Diſ- 
couragement imaginable from Striving, 
that ſincere Endeavours cou'd not pre- 
vail, nor be ſucceſsful. To interpret | 
it —_— of ſlight, ſuperficial or hy- 
\ poctitical Attempts, is agreeable enough 
to the Analogy of Faith, but no way 
agreeable to the Propriety of common 
— For how can Sluggiſhneſs, or 
115 
* 
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pocriſy in Religion, be called en- 

ine; or their Excluſion from Heaven, be 
expreſs'd by their not being able to en- 

ter; when tis owing to their Sloth aud 

Choice, not Inability > The plain Senſe 

therefore appears from what follows the 

Verſe: The Time when theſe Men eek 
to enter in, is, when the Maſter of the 

Houſe is riſen up, and hath ſbut to the 

Door, v. 25, i. e. when the Day of 

Life and of Grace was expit'd. The 

Ground of their Confidence and Pre- 
ſumption, which made them knock and 

expect Admiſllon, Was, that they hed 

| | eaten 


w — HG OG OE Ione. Fa 
— — - Sv ct yy * 


— — — — — — 


— 
_ * — — — n . 
_— —— —— . — . 


( 


what meant by it. "0 770 | 


caten and drunk in Chrift's Preſence, and Vol. III 

that he had _— 4 their Streets ; AS 

they had been viſi 

Church, and had profeſſed his Truths : 

The Reaſon why they were not admit- 

cd was, becauſe they were Workers of --- Ver. a7. 
Iniquit , and Chriſt knew them N03 

their Liſe was not conſonant to their 

Profeſſion ; they wore not the Cha- 

racters of a Chriſtian, the Livery of 

Chriſt, that is, Suffering, Mortification, 

or Purity and Charity : The Place 

whence they were excluded was the 


Hing dom of God, wherein were Abraham, Ver. 28 


and Iſaac, and Jacob, and all the 
Prophets. | 


The Place of St. Peter is fo _ Per, 2. 
that J ſhou'd not have ſet it down here, 
but that it ſeems to me to give Light 
to the Places of St. Pau !; the Senſe of 
it being moſt —_— is, That the 
Caſe of an Apoſtate Chriſtian is much 
more deplorable than that of an Un- 
converted Few or Pagan. 


great Difficulty 


The other Texte have 


in them z fot either they ſeem to ſup= 
poſe ſome Zins ſo hainous and provoking 
zu their own nature, that they are inca- 


ſup 


fable of Pardons or elſe, to 


le Members of Chriſt's! . 


, | 
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Vol. HI others of ſuch 2 nature, that n who 
aue into them, becomes uttetly unable 
| to Repent 3 or elſe they ſeem to make 
| | the Iſſue and Succeſs of Repentance it 
| ; ſelf very doubrful and uncertain: Either 
| 


of which Things, if true, wou'd: very 
much leſſen the Grace and, Favour of 
the 1 7 el, and undermine the Fbunda- 

a © Chriſtian's Comfort, and 


| tion 
Ul diſhearten Men from endeavouting aſter 
i Virrue and Salvation. Theſe Texts 
| therefore deſerve to be carefully weigh- 
| ed, and, if it may be, fully and . 
| factorily clear'd. in order to which, 1 

will prewiſe ſome few Things, which, 
| if they appear extremely plain, will be 


able to do us this Service, That the 
i will fortitie and confirm us againſt thoſe 
1 Scruples which theſe, or the like diffi- 
17 Mi 45 outs of r may in *. our 
1 In 5 a 


Fir/t, I think"s tis "hls, that no Sins 
were lo o great, but * Baptiſm and Re · 
pentance did cleanſe and free Men from 
the Guilt of them. This the whole 
Catholick' Church. has ever with one 
Conſent, in all Times and in all Places, 
unanimouſly. taught ; the Diſcipline of 
the Church being not more ſevere to 


en n falling after Baptiſm, than 
gentle 


| Tenne in Baptiſm. | 1 


ently ney eafie'to Converts and Proſe- . A 
ytes : Nor was the Gate of the Church & 
ever ſhut againſt Idolater, Perſecutor or 
Blaſphemer, Murderer or Adulterer, who 
dechir'd his Repentance, and' confeſs'd 
himſelf ready to become à Chriſtian, 
The Motive by which Zeſmur tells 
us an Nyptian induced Conſtantine to 
embrace the Chriſtian Religion, Flom Zoſimus, 
pr Aae D by F + Yejriavey 410. . 
That it did aſſure oy Converts o 
the the def on of all Sins whatever, w 
an i lde and Catholic 
whatever berome of the Story itſelf, It 
were euſie for me to demonſtrate this by 
numerous Inſtances out of Eccleſiaſtical 
_ Records z but none can be fo ſatigfaRor ook 
a thoſe? we meet with in Holy 
becauſe tho' the Primitive Fathers miphr 
err in their Diſei . the 4 2 
cou'd not, or at leaft not in this Foint 
of ſo great Importance, __ 

Of theſe therefore 1 will pitch upon 
two; the , thoſe Three thooſktd con- 
verted by St. Prrer's Sermon, Adr 2. What ac a 
kind of Men theſe were, is evident from 
ver: 23+ they were lvaded with the Guilt | 
of our Saviout's © Blood, for him they 
Had faſten, an ty" witked hands c 

fied and fla. 2 is of Opt 
t that r ſome br trol 0 e 

the 
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All Sins whatever. 


Vol. Ill, the Sp it of God, Mat. xii. were of 


— — 


the Number of theſe Converts. But 


| becauſe, I think, there's ſcarce room to 


them) were guilty of the ſame ; which 


Acts 2.22. 


this, tis true, were as eaſily denied ag 
affirm d; for, I think, neither can be 
prov'd, But whether wy of them were 
guilty of that particular Blaſphemy, 
which gave occaſion to our Saviour's 
Diſcourſe, or not, matters not much; 


ueſtion, but that many ( if not all of 


St. Peter ſeems to me moſt plainly to 
inſinuate, ver. 22. when he tells them, 
that Jeſus of Nazareth was a Man ap: 
prov'd of. God among them, by Miracles, 
and Wonders, and Signs which God did 
by him in the midſt * ai they 
themſelves alſo knew. herefore this ? 
But to reproach them with their Obs. 
ſtinacy, in reſiſting the mighty Evi- 


dence of the Divine Spirit, and to call 


to their Remembrance the Guilt of their 
malicious Blaſphemies. For whether 
theſe were Perſonally preſent at the 


Crucifixion of our Lord, or on 8 1. 
ullt, 


_ volv'd in the Community of the 


as the whole Nation was, is a Queſtion 
of no great Moment; fince tis certain, 
they were well acquainted with the 
reat and numerous Miracles Jeu ok 


azareth had wrought, The Trutt 


„ 
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remitted in Baptiſm. = 


or Certainty! of his Miracles was not, Vol, 


as much ag! called. in, 88 by 
them ; therefore all the Diſpute that 


could ariſe amongſt the Jews about this 
Matter, muſt neceſſarily, concern the © 
Power by which he wrought them. 
Now this cou'd be but either God, or N 
the Devil ; and conſequently, they who 
aſcribd them not to God, muſt, as 
they in Mat. xii. did, aſcribe them to 
the Devil. Now that they who with 
wicked hands crucified. him, did not ac- 
knowledge his Miracles to proceed from 
a Divine Power, is ſelf- evident: For if 
they had conſeſs d, that Jeſus with the 
finger of God did caſt out Demls, they 
muſt have confeſs'd, what was the na- 
tural and neceſſary Conſequence of it, 
that the Kingdom of God was come upon Luke 11. 
then. It remains therefore, that they 
entertained the ſame Notion of the 
Power by which Jeſus wrought his Mi- 
racles that the Scribes and Phayi/ees did; 
that they, with them, imputed em to 
an Unclean 8 irit, and were guilty of 
the ſelf-ſame Blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, To put this Matter beyond all Que- 
ſtion z Let any One conſider the Behavi- 
our of the Fews towards Chrift, in the 
Lune of his Crucifixion, Mat. xxvil. 39, 
c. They revil'd . reproach d him as 
| | | an 
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| Vol. III, an Impoſtor, and upbraided him with his 
| WYV very Miracles as ſo many Cheats, wrought. 
not by Gop, but by the Devil, What 
| elſe can be the meaning of thoſe words, 
| 25 — He ſav'd others, himſelf he cannot ſave : 
| © 4 — He Jak] am the Son of God ? What 
f | doth all this amount to, but plainly 
* this >. The whole People of the Fews, 
and the whole World, may now ſee this 
Man's Impoſture : Had he been the 
Son of Gop, he wou'd now have de- 
liver'd him ; it is eaſy now to con- 
clude, by God's abandoning of him, 
"to what Power we are to impute his 
Miracles. This, ſure, muft needs have 
been their general Senſe, and this 
ſhews us what they were guilty of ; 
ae. and yet Chriſt prays for them, Father, 
'B forgive them, for they know not what 
1 they do And here, in Aﬀs ii. we meet 
with the Effect and Return of his 
if Prayer, in the Converſion of Three 
' = Ihouſand. t 21114 M9 


9 The Second Inſtance, That none were 
. ecxcluded from Repentance and Remiſ- 
1. ſion of Sins, by Baptiſm, is the Con- 
verſion of St. Paul. What his Cha- 
rater was before he became an Iſrae- 
lite of Chriſtianity, is manifeſt from 
ſeveral Places of the New 7 Worn 

. 0 


remitted in Baptiſm, 


We may. take it briefly from his own Vol, III. 
Ven, thus, He was 4 Blaſphemer, and "8 
a Perſecutor, and Injurious. I need not 
ſtand to Ne the Words, and exag- 
gerate his Guilt ; they are plain enou Fr 

Was St. Paul ignorant of the Mirades | 
which Jeſus of Nazareth and his Diſci= _. 
piles wrought 2: What then? Did he 
impute them to a Divine Power? Why 
then did he perſecute the Church of 
Chriſt 2 Why did he Blaſpheme ? 
Why did he treat the Members of 
Chriſt with ſuch contumelious Vio-— 
lence ? But if he did not impute the 
Miracles of Chriſt to the Holy Spirit, I 
leave any One to gueſs to what Spirit 
he muſt 1 'em. And if his Bla- 
phemy conſiſted in this, I muſt confeſs, 
| ain not acute enough to be able to 
diſtinguiſh the Blaſphemy of Saul, from 
that of the Seribes and Phariſees , the only 
| Difference that I can find, ſhall be obſery'd 
preſently, To be ſhort, if we ſay that he 
did acknowledge the Miracles of Criſt 
to have a Divine Original, and yet 
perſecuted the Church; it cannot be 
denied but that he did more maliciouſly 
oppoſe God and the Truth, and ſo be- 
came more incapable of Repentance, 
than they who did not believe the 
Miracles to ſpring _ a Divine n | 

2 
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Vol. III. If we ſay, that he did not acknowledge 

WV the Miracles to proceed from the Holy 

Spirit, but from an Unclean one, tis 
moſt manifeſt that he was guilty 0 the 

| Blaſphemy againſt the Holy-Ghoft,” and 

yet did obtain Mercy, nay Mercy after an 
extraordinary Manner, and with it an 
Ahpoſtolical Dignity, But you will ſay, 
He ſays himſelf, he did all this igno- 
rantly, "Tis true, and in Unbelief too; and 
ſo did the Jews, not only the Common 
dez. People, but the Rulers too: And now, 
Brethren, I wot that through Ignorance 
1 Cor. 2.9. ye did it, as did alſo your Rulers, For 
30 bad they known it, they would not have 
4 1 the Lord of Glory. | 
1 St. Paul then, in all probability, 
blaſphemed the Holy-Ghoft as other Jews 
did; for it is hard to be imagin'd that 
he ſhou'd call into queſtion the Reallt 
and Certainty of our Savionr's or his 
17 Diſciples Miracles, He did it out of 
1 Ignorance and Unhelief, as did the reſt 
(| of the Jews, But, I confeſs, I believe 
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his Blindneſs and Infidelity was not 


1 altogether ſo criminnl as that of other 
111 Jus 4 hit proceeding, probably, from 
Il! | his Zeal for the Law theirs, from 


carnal and baſe Intereſts, As to all 


of Blaſphemy, which I have ſpoken of, 


N. 


| 
I | | other kinds of Immoralities befides this 
[yl | | 
| 
| 
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wnpatdonable upon Repentance, - 


either Jew. or Pagan incapable of Ad. 


miſſion into the Church of Chriff, or of 


Remiſſion of Sins, through Repentance. 
and Baptiſm, I will therefore proceed, 


{vl 
r ; BY N 
| 337 | | 

| * 


tis ſuperfluous to prove, that none were Vol. Ill. 
of ſuch. a guilty Nature, as to render oY 
or 9 


| Secondy, 48 uo Sin did. render be 


Unconverted incapable of Baptiſm, fo 


no Sin after Baptiſm did render the 
Lapſed Chriſtian incapable of Pardon, 
upon Repentance, We cann't ſuppoſe, 
with any colour of Reaſon, that Ciri- 
tian are under a ſeverer Diſpenſation 


than the Jews were; or, that thoſe 
indefinite and univerſal Promiſes of 


Mercy to the Penitent, in the Law and 
the Prophets, ſhou'd be reduc'd within 


narrower Bounds in the Goſpel : And 


| yet we find the Jews frequently viola- 
ting the Holy Covenant, and that not 
vnly by ſome particular Tranſgreſſion 
of a particular _ but by downs» 
right Apoſtacy and Deſertion of the 
(ob of Iſrael, and yet receiv'd again 
into Grace and Favour by Gop, upon 
Repentance : And tho' they repeated 
their Provocations very often, yet did 

Godt repeat his Deliverances as often, 
provided they repeated their Repentance 


too, What ſhou'd 1 inſiſt upon the 


Bbg ruelties, 


N 
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RE DAY | 3 
Vol. III. Cruelties, Impieties and Idolatry, the 
* eſtitu- 
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tion of Manaſſeb * What ſhou'd 1 3 


WVV Captivity, meds and 


mention the 


mbition, Bloodſhed and 


Adultery of David? The Looſneſs and 


Idolatry of Solomon  Innumerable al- 
moſt are the Inſtances of the Old Tefta- 
ment, wherein God appears to 'magnitie 
his Mercy and Compaſſion, in the Par- 
don of the Crimes, Backſlidings and 


Apoſtacies of ſuch as were covenanted 


with him, and dear to him. | 


If we come to the New, we ſhall find 


the ſame Mercy triumphing over the 
Falls and Ingratitude of Chri/tiane, Did 


the Denial of Peter, or the Inceſt of 


the Corinthian, exclude either from 
Pardon and Salvation? Was not Ex- 
1 Cor. 4.5; communication it ſelf defign'd for the 
retrieving of the Soul, by Chaſtiſements 
inflicted on the Body? And yet none 
but Chriſtians, and none but Criminals 


in the . higheſt nature, did in thoſe ; 


Times fall under this Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
ſure. To what Purpoſe doth the Spirit 


call the Aſatic Churches to Repentance ? 
To what Purpoſe doth God reſpite the 


1 of Men, and give them Time to 
epent? To what Purpoſe doth he 
Chaſtiſe his Back- ſliding Children? And 


Argu- | 


how can his Chaſtiſements be an 
ment 
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| | 
unpardonablo upon Repentance. 
ment of his Affection and Compaſſion Vol. !“ 
if a miſerable Chriſtian once fallen after V. 
Baptiſm were incapable of Repentance, . 
or (which is all one) if his Repentance 
were incapable of Pardon? Nor doth 
the Scripture ſeem, in the leaſt, to be 
wreſted or forced by any private Inter- 
: pretation, when 'tis urg d for the Con- 
tirmation of this Doctrine. Which ap- 
pears | plainly from, hence, That this 
was the Univerſal Opinion of the 
Catholick Church, ng 
The Novatians themſelves (whatever 
Severity they may be tax'd of towards 
the Lapſed ) did not diſpute the Sue- 
ceſy of their Repentance with God, but 
the Authority of the Church in diſ- | 
penſing Abſolution to ſuch, and reſto- 
ring them to Eccleſiaſtical Peace and 
Communion, For thus Seerates\ repre- 
ſents the State of this Controverſy, —— 
T maviaxs Nj ae Yyeups (Navdr@)! un Sveraten, 
Hy vue daſlahonbrat dit vd urges 4 ab. 
da wegleimev N al rue ele pildvoray' & 
J ouſywenow emfirav up, m8 Ivapſſy''x, 
Sexriav kyodlt auſywed HN l. Tis 
true, the Council of Eliberis treats Apo- 
ſtatiz'd Chriſtians with great Sharpneſs 
and Severity; and as true, that the 
earlieſt Times did exerciſe great Rigour 
upon three ſorts of Sins, Apoſtacy, Mur- 
| Bb 4 der, 


* 
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Vol. III "der, ar and Adultery, not admmittin, 8 theſe 
| wel and >» ſome think) to. Abſolution, + the 


Euchariſt after the ſevereſt Ropentanee 
no, not in the certain Approaches of 
Death. But then, whether this were 
the Univerſal Practice of the two firſt 
Ages, for longer it is not pretended to 
continue, or only prevailed in ſame 
Places, and upon ſome Emergences, I am 


vot ſatisfied, In the next place, (which 


is more conſiderable) This is plain, 
this Practice was not grounded upon any 
Opinion of the Impoſlibility of the Par- 
don and Salvation of ſuch, but merely. 
upon Motives of Prudence obliging 
them to adapt their Diſcipline to the 
State and Face of Things at. that Time, 

Hence it was, that that Rigour and 
Severity was preſently relax d, and that 


too by Men of eminent Zeal and 


Sanctity, and prudent Aſlertors of Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Diſcipline, This is farther 


clear, in that ſcveral Canons of the 
Anoyran, Nicene, and other Councils 
have moſt expreily declared for that 
Opinion, which * Apoſtates, Mur- 
derers, Adulterers, Oc. capaple of Re. 
pentance and Pardon. 

And this is that Account, vhick 
Innocent I. gives of the Severity of that 
Diſcipline, which refus'd Thoſe ge 

an 


ind Communion, who bei 
theſe Sins, had not ſought. it *till they 
were under the Apprehenſions of Death 


Nam cum ills te 
orebre dent, CC 
ſom and: neceſſary for thoſe Times of 
Perſecution, leſt Men might be the 
more eaſily tempted to Apoſtacy, by the 
« Eaſineſs of their Reſtitution,” Tis 
worth the minding too, that the ancient 


Cuſtoms: he refers to did admit even this 


worſt ſort of Clinicks to Repentance, tho 
not Communion/z 2 at once ap- 
pear'd the ancient Zeal and Tenderneſs 
of Chriſtians for the Honour of the 
Church, in that they wou'd .not pro- 
ſtitute its Diſcipline; and for the Ho- 
nour of GoDp, and Welfare of Souls, in 


. 
. Ly ; p 4 x 
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fall'n into Vol. E 
mporibus Perſecutiones Epiſt. ad 
J 


That it was whol ff 


that they wou'd not, 4 any Eaſineſs, 


be acceſſory to Mens 
great Severity render them deſperate in 
em. At this Day, all Churches and all 
Interpreters do unanimouſly agree, That 


Is, or by too 


whoever doth truly Repent ſhall be 


ſavd ; and therefore none have ever 


yet ſuppos'd, that either Blaſphemy a- 
zainſt the Holy Ghoſt, or Apoſtacy 
from the Chriſtian Religion, did ever 
render any. utterly incapable of Pardon, 
_ unleſs they did firſt ſuppoſe, that theſe 

Sins rendred them incapable of Re- 
pentance: 
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Vol. HI. pentance : And indeed, nothing is more 


SW V.undeniably evident than, That whoever 


In Vith 
Saneti 
Martini. 


Power of Sin, and the Devil replying, 


is born of God, and led by the Spirit of - 


God, as every true Penitent is, muſt be 
dear to Gor, through Jeſus Crit; 


That he who has paſs'd out of the 


Kingdom of Darkneſs into that of 


Light, is already paſs'd from Death to 
Lite and ſhall not come into Con- 
demnation ; for the Holy and the Righ- 
teous are naturally the Objects of Di- 
vine Love. 10 1: F206 

Sulpicius Severus tells us of St. Martin, 
That the Devil upbraiding him for 
receiving into his Monaſtery ſuch as 
had by various Crimes made Forfeiture 
of the Benefit of their Baptiſm and 
he anſwering, That their former Er- 
rors being purg'd by their preſent 
Piety, he was warranted by the Mercy 
of Gon to abſolve from the Guilt 
thoſe who are now freed from the 


that there was no Pardon to be expected 
for ſuch as fell after Baptiſm z the 
Saint broke out into this Expreſſion, 
Si tu ipſe, O miſerabilis, ab homimun 
inſeclations deſiſteres, & te faflorum tuo- 
rum vel hoc tempore, cum dies judient = 
in proximo eft, peniteret, ego tibi vere 
confiſus in Domino, Chriſti yr 


— — upon Repontance, "0 


* 


* 


could'ſt forbear o 
e cution of Mankind, and repent thee 
« of thy Crimes, 1 durſt, the a the Day 
* of Judgment do now ſo near a proach, 
aſſure thee of the Mercy of Chriſt. ” 
What Credit is to be afforded to this 
Story, I know not: I confeſs, I have a 
greater Eſteem for the Charity than for 
the Judgment of this Sentence, for I 
know, that Chriſt took not on him the 
Nature 0 9 4270 and yet, I muſt own, 
| am almoſt inclin'd, upon another 
Ground, to be thus far of the Saint's 
Opinion, that cou'd the Devil ceaſe to 
be Devi, he wou'd ceaſe to be miſerable. 
But whatever be his Caſe, (for that 
concerns not us much) as to us it is cer- 
tain, that in the very Nature of Things 
there is a warn and inſeparable Con- 
nexion between Holineſs and wha 
neſs z which if we . 
may * eafi ſubſcribe to this Truth 
That no One, who is a true Penitent 
in this Life, ſhall be a damned Sinner 
in the other. The Reſult of all which 
amounts to thus much, That every Man 
who finds in himſelf the true Marks of 
1 ſincere Repentance, ought to be fill'd 
with chearful, comfortable Hopes; 
and that no Man can conclude eſt 
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ation c. I thou, wretched Spirit, Vol. "tt. 
malicious Perſe- WN* 
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Vol. III. loſt to all Eternity, till he finds that 
the Malignity and Obſtinacy of his 
Wickednels is ſuch, that Repentance is 

a vain and an impoſlible Attempt; 
which he can never find, till he has 

tried all imaginable Means of his 
covery in vain, and perſiſted in this 
Trial to his Life's End, For, I think, 
I may Pre, |; 4-21 +1008 


Thirdly, That the , Scripture looks * 
upon the Time of this Life as the 
Day of Grace, the Day of Trial and 
Conflict, and gives us no Account of 
any final, W and irriverſible 
Sentence till this Time be expir'd, 
. This Argument Epiphamus makes uſe 
Hereſ, so. Of for the Confutation of the Novatian 
Hereſy, which he ſuppos'd to conſiſt in 
denying the Pardon of God to Sins af- 
ter Baptiſin, giving this Account why 
the Rich Man in the Goſpel did not oh- 
tain Mercy, when he ſought it, 'Eefeg-, 
ig yay Ta THY aria, rerdueꝶ / 6 xegv 4 
© yy N . ra , q Hate 
t tld ty übe AH But he 
proceeds, ir! -\ T iv wy dy wv welvIewy, 
% mile wrde t dvayarts, irt Dole, tre. 
11 if ro we ys is, When 
aſe is paſt, the TIYeaſures of Mercy are 
ſeald vp, the Time of Grace is 500 
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Cunmenſtrate with Life. 


the Race is ended, &c. and immutable vol. Il. 
Rewards expett the C ors, immutas WWW 


ble Puniſbments the Conquer'd. © But 
while we are in the Race, he that falls 
may riſe, there it place for Hope, 
| Repentance, I cannot but acknowledge, 
that God may be provok'd, by Men's 
Impiety, to withdraw his Grace nay, 
he does ſo upon the Commiſſion of every 
wilful Sin; for evety ſuch doth grieve 
and quench the Spirit? But that the 
Spirit once retir'd, returns no more, 
or that Grace loſt is finally and irrepa- 
rably loſt z this is utterly — 
to Scripture, as appears from what 
have ſald before. 7 
| acknowledge again, that there is a 
Time wherein God will be no more 
intreated s that there is a Time that 
God will not hear the Sinner, tho' 


lie ſeek him early z that he will lang at Prov, t. 


his Calamity, and will mock when his 
Fear cometh, Whether this do extend 
to the Eternal, or only to the Tempo» 
ral Puniſhment of the Sinner, 1 dare 
not determine but whoever conſults 
ſuch Places of Seripture, will eaſily 
determine, that when Things are come 
to this Extremity, and Sin is grown. up 
to this Maturity, then the fatal Mi» 
nute of a Nation's Deſolation, or k pare 
leu 


I The Day of Grace, 


Vol. Il]. ticular Sinner's Death is arriv'd. If this 
be ſo, the utmoſt that can be infer d from 
this, is, that when the Meaſure of Inj. 
quity is filled up, and the final Sentence 
$ of Deſtruction, or Death, is pronounced 
againſt any Nation or ſingle Perſon, 
| Repentance comes then too late, And 
| even here, it will be impoſlible for Man 
| to diſtinguiſh before-hand between a 
| Sentence of Chaſtiſement and utter Ex- 
cilion z when the Arm is lifted up, it 
will be hard for the Sinner to diſcover 
whether the Ax be aim'd againſt the 
Bough, or or againſt the Root of the 
hes and that for this plain Reaſon 
becauſe every Denunclation even of final 
Ruin is not Immutable and peremptory, 
but conditional; and the Decree pro- 
ceeds ſometimes only upon Suppoſal of 
| Impenitence, which is evident from that 
ch 18, remarkable Place of the Prophet Jere- 
miah, At what Inſtant I Hall ſpeak con» 
cerning a Nation, and concerning a Ki- 
dom to pluck up, and to pull down 
and to deſtroy it: If that Nation againſt 
whom 1 have pronounced, turn from their 
Freil, 1 will repent of the Evil that I 
thought to do unto them, The Sum of 
all, is, If a Man will a& rationally, 
his Hope mult not expire but with 
| himſelf, but with his Life z and jung | 
: | mu 
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commenſurate with Life. : 


God is deſign'd to lead him to Repen 


muſt remember, that the Goodneſs of Vol. IIl. 
tance, WW 


that Preſumption doth but treaſure wp Nom. 2. 


Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath ; that, 
laſtly, he knows not how ſoon his da- 
ring Provocations may bring his Life 
and Hope to their | laſt Period, and 
tempt God, tho! ſo infinitely Merciful, 
to paſs his final and irreverſible Sen» 
— of Death and Deſtruction upon 
| m. 85 A 


This now gives me a fair and eaſ 
Entrance into the Explication of thoſe 
Texts which yet remain to be ſpoken 


to, To begin with the Caſe of Eſau, Heb. 12. | 
Heb, 12, Whoever will take the Pains %%. 


to compare the Exhortation of this 
(Chapter, beginning at the 15th Verſe, 
with that in Chap. iii, beginning at the 
eth Verſe, will ſee ſo cloſe a Parallel 
between the Words, the Inſtances, and 
the Deſign of both, that he will be 
forced to confeſs, that the Intent of the 
Apoſtle in both Places is the ſame, 
Now the Enforcement of the Exhorta- 
tion, Chap. ili. is plainly this, that the 
Hebrews laying to Heart the fatal Iſſue 
of the Rebellion of their Anceſtors a- 
 vainſt Moſes, and conſequently God, 
namely, That they were excluded from 

| Canaan, 
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The Caſe of Eſau, in reſpect of his 


when the Patience of God is wearie 


Wilderneſs, ſhould be, by their Exams 
ple, deterr'd from Apoſtatizing or Re- 


volting from Jeſus Chr, leſt they 


ſhould draw upon themſelves the like 
final Ruin and Deſtruction. The Ex» 
hortation is the ſame, the Aim of it 
the ſame in Chap, xii, only the Inſtance 


of Hſau is ſubſtituted for that of thoſe 


who fell in the Wilderneſs (as beſt ſuit- 
ed to the Caſe of thoſe whom he per» 


ſuades to abſtain from Intemperance and 


Uncleanneſs y which is evident from 
v. 25. See that ye refuſe not him that 


ſpeaketh , for if they eſcap'd not who 


refus'd him that ſpake on Earth, much 


more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn away _ 
from 2 that Male — Headline 


So that this regards, as it is applicable 
to us, the final Deciſion of our State. 


Birth- right, after he had ſold it for a 
Morſel of Meat, was as fatal and irre: 
coverable as that of the Jews falbn in 
the Wilderneſs, in reſpect of Canaan. 
And ſuch is the Caſe of every Chriſtian, 


out, when the Spirit of God will con- 
tend no longer with him, when Divine 
Wrath and Juſtice begin to act their 
Part, and Gop ſeals up the Sinner - 
2% er 


dr the fy ach Doom of . aud Vol I. 
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" Sh Thi ky is a Guilt of a a more hain» 
ohe Nature than the Diſobedience of the 
Jews in the Wilderneſs z; or, to expreſs 
it it 10.8, hraſe more Day, allied to the 
Trxfy That renounci e Faith, the 
the Birthright of-a Chriſtian, for 
| Harp 5 of Intemperance, Unclean- 
1 99 is a more un ardenable Sin 
than that of Eſau, who fold his Birth- 
right for a Met of Meat. 
Fecondiy, That therefore the Hebrews 


hag ow. eats fear, that their 
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FT Abottany, if if they  ſhou'd = ta a 
ſuebe lie Motire be betta; 4 Rug 
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and uche 66 Decree of their Bel 
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tray, That when 0 | 
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come upon Ir Repentance | 

avail th vet 1 mute; for the Cartaſſes 

fall'n in the Ilderneſs C0 ain or Bn: 155 5 

ter Canaan, flor Eſau regain chat 

right which he 11 renounced. i * 


If this be ri tly under 9500 e 

already explained: 10 other 5 a 
26, 27, Ge. For the Words 8 

elſe but a Perſuaſive to Stedfaftpeſs an 
feb. 10. Conſtancy in the Faith ': And the 'Motives 
26, li Fer eohtain'd in em are all OY wig 
255 f. 1 7 W. OR 18 
| „That the Vengeance 0 0 
an ery Ttidignation, 125 Eel 

_ ovettake and delt Apoftittk, Sing 
with the other Adv cries 23 — 
Nor was this to be wonder d at; i 
Secondiy, It Wis a more Cy Fes 5 Y 

70 tread under Feot the Son of 25 and 

en 29. fo Count the 1 the Covenant, ne 3 
with the were ſanttified, an un holy Thi 
and to i nth unto the Spirit 105 3 
than to rebel againſt, or to * 
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it ſaith. dee 
or Impaſſibility of the 
tance of an Apoſt 
upon Rope 
40 LI dog 
; fore 
ad IRR 
ready to Pen me 
verſaries Ligh the ruth wk he — 
give new Ligh Tt 
ſhew us * St. Paul 0 did not only d 2 
clare what was reaſonably to 


ed cd be, but alſo what 2 
wou d 


Vol | wou rd be, the maden wa md ad en of 

Heb. 6. 4, be all 8 ppt” has been ſeriouy 

c. ex- » 

Plain d. hk 0 br will be ittle Difco 
Fi, That the Apoſtle chf = peak 
a Apoſtacy, is 9 54 


al Com- 
mentators. And that, e tlg 
. . Secondly, He deters the Hebrews from 


t, by re reſenting the Danger y it, id 


plan from tlie 7th and 8th! ; For . 
the Earth 'which drinketh' in 750 Riv 
that cometh oft upon it, and bringe 
orth Herbs meet 585 them by whom 1t 
dreſſed, rectiveth'Ble ng from God + Bl 4 

that which beareth Thorns and | Briars, 
75 rejected, and is nigh unto curſing ; 
whoſe end it to be Met BV Which 
the Apo/ile ſeems to me plainly to inti- 
mate that fal and rethp tory Decte? 

olf God, concernin hog e Aud uttet 

Deſtruction of ull'thoſe Jews who * 

ed Chriſt; Whether ſuch' as thro" 

delity and Uubeſtef never embraced him 
or ſuch as thro Apoſtacy renoun 
him; the Caſe of theſe Apoſtates bein 
altogether as ny as that of the 'Infide 

Heb, 6.5, or 1 ew, Seeing they eruciſ) 

to themſelvar't 8 Son ef God ro , — 
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ne 10 1 
birdy, That 95 i dps of 
ae ing, 81 . to that State of Par:;, 
don and Salvation, which they obtain⸗ 
ed by Bagel, and forfeited by 1 
cy, Nia not imply a moral Impoſlibility 
of Repentance, conſiſting in the Dial 
ty of putting off an accurs'd Habit, of 
returning from Apoſtacy to Chriſtianity, 
but the. unavoidableneſs. of that Deſtr 
ction which God had 100 d ain 
the Jews, who r either by 
Infidelity or Apoſtac ſe who re- 
jected the ric TRY hu = 4 20 nd 
moſt aſtoni Means of their Salya- 
tion; St. Paul nowing very well that 
this Decree of Gop was fatal, and the 
Execution of it would be ſp peedy, like 
that upon the rebellious 75 75 in the 
Wilderneſs, when GoD' ſwore in his 
Wrath tht th bo fe ould not 25 into Bit 
Keſt. And if ſo, then the Caſe of the 
Jewiſh "Chriſtians becoming Apoſtates, 
would have ſomething, peculiar..in it 
and we could make no other genera] 
Ute of it, t. jun to deter Men 35 Apo: 
ſtacy, as that which their Example 
_ t us to be a, State of the utmoſt 
Danger; but we cou d not pronounce. it 
Ce incapa- 


The Sin e- will aß zee in 6, 


Ys | Lie ble tr — Tudlen 4 Nada 
2 88 Cn of er 1 ſhould 


8 it ſo. But this Theerpretdtion 
being rde e ee to the, I 
09 ofe it 10 ptobäble, för any thing 
bern kid cotitrary; a 'lefiye 
Þ oY imme and tlie Sag Better 
Jud et to Uiſcoyer how faf it ny Ye 
relidd upon. The cbmmon | Solubion, 
which rakes, the word Inyo 1e, to . 


moral 1 ers it is, 
th | 
of Chriſt did ever e Wmply'd 


feems to be the utmoſt that the 


fculty, is certai F grecäble to 

U pe of Seripture 9 f Arc Placts 
Church 

this and the like Te is en 

from what 1 have aid before 
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gainſt the , [1 
Holy a brief A 0 the Sinn 
Ghoſt, the Holy G poof hart 35 
explain'd evident, cl 1 think fio ober 
ever. made a ft to miſtake” 8 
on Variety / Opinions, Ic | 
tobe 17 705 Wen concertnitg it, ch 
not ariſe frörn hence, that Me doubted 
what that Sin was which our Savi 
pronounced unparionable' in tHe 
and Phariſees, but whit Si tis 5 10 
Chriſtians, kick doth moſt nearly ap: ap- 
proach to chat: : The Thing offierwt 5 


Ea ce Eh 8 — 375 2 ago; 


and A abliraied from thr Conſideration, Vol. IL 
i plan den an D the Sin was WWW 
Bla hemy y, and 
this They 2 J he 425 ru unclean Spi- Mark 3. 
ris Shes is Fg lent, he caſteth 
"7 15 . na oth a 
n all this is no Diſficult 
Difficulty is only this, iu whit Gen: 
our Saviour nced this Sin; unpar- 
dona t this is not to be taken 
ſo inde aitely a univerſally, as to ad- 
mit no Reſtriction or Limitation of any 
conditional Suppoſition or Exception, 
or any other Interpretation that may 
mitigate the Rigo 1 Severity of the 
On tence, ben eaſons forced me to T8 
elieve; as 1 
Firft, Becauſe, as I have proud be- =_ 
fore, there are undeniable Inſtances pro- 
ving this Matter of Fact, that this Blaſ- 
phemy has been actually pardon'd ; and 
therefore, is not utterly unpardonable. 
Indeed 1 am not able to ſee, that the 
0 in general cou d have any othe1 
otion Gn iſt, when they 4 1 
him, than that of an Impoſtor 
they who rejected Sn as an 
Impoſtor, could have any other Notion 
of his Miracles, than 5 Blaſphemous 
one which our Saviour ſeems to pro- 
nouncg eee z ang yet, 1 
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Vol J11, tis fo plain, that all who were guilty of 


his Death, did not periſh in that Guilt, 


by Jews and Pagans, 


that it need not be provid, 


© Steond)y, Apoſtacy is, iti the ene of 


St. Peter, a more Crying Sin than In- 
fidelity ( fo I call the RIC Chr 
tho' I am 50 
ignorant Apoſtacy may be ſometimes 
called ſo ;) and yet Peter denied CHriſt, 
ind was pardon'd : And the Church of 


_ Chriſt, tho' for alittle Time it refusd 


to reſtore Apoſtates, upon Penitence, to 
a plenary Poſſeſſion of the Benefits of 
that Communion they had renounced x 
yet did they never think ſuch incapable 


of Gop's Pardon, but — 


when Occaſion requir'd, declard th 
contrary, and practis d purſuant to this 


Declaration in the Reſtitution of Apo- 
ſtates: And yet our Saviour had ſaid 


Mut. 10. 


verted Few or Pagan. 


plainly, Whoſoever ſball deny ne before 
Men, him will I alſo deny before my Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven, And St. Peter 
makes the Caſe of the revolted Chriſtian 
more deſperate than that of the uncon- 


10 


- 
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Thirdly, Were this Sin utterly ines- 


pable of Pardon, ſo many are the Ap- 
proaches to jt, fo many are the Sins 
amongſt the Chriſtians which extreamly 
reſemble it, or are equal to it, that the 


Minds 


: 


el 


Minds of moſt Men wou d be fill d with Vel. In / 


inceſſant Seruples and tormenting Jea- Www 

louſies, and more wou'd be deſperately 

harden'd - in Sins. This ie al 

from thoſe ſeveral kinds of Sins againſ 

he Holy' Ghoſt," we meet with in the 

chool-men, and from theſe kind of 

Effects frequently viſible amongſt Chri- 

ſtians. Who cati ſay, that the Holineſs 

and Purity of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 

join'd with the Miracles of our Saviour 

and the Apoſtles who deliver d it, is not 

as evident a Proof of its proceeding from 

Gob, as the Miracles of Jeſus, join d 

with the Purity of his ine, were, 

of his being the Chriſt, the Meſſas? 
Why will not then the Contempt and 
Scoffs caſt upon this Doctrine be as 

unpardonable Blaſphemy againſt. the 

Holy Ghoſt, as the Rejecting and Re- 

viling his Miracles > is not an obſti- 

nate Refiſting the — of Gon, 

when we belleve his Frecepts, and ac- 

knowledge that we do fo, a Sin that 

looks, at leaſt, almoſt as dreadful as 

Reſiſting Him, when Men do not be- 

lieve they do ſo, how ſufficient ſoever 

the Evidence offer d for their Convicton 

were? Doth not the grieving and 

quenching of the Spirit, when we 

have receiv'd him, carry in it, almoſt 

"2200 | at 
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t Cor. 6. Mait her * — nor Idolaters, not” 
Luke 18. den of God, 


_ of Ne 

entertain him? Dot and 5 
of a Chriſtian into — 
Continuance in it, being Tr. | 
by his own Careleſneſs, and t 
diſhments and Opportunities of ene 
Pleaſures, ſeem at leaſt to involve him 
in as hainous 4 Guilt, as Apoltacy 
ever cou d that Man whom the Dread 
or Senſe of Tortures, ot à croud of 
Evils, compelld to it? Tis 
to multiply inſtances of this kind 

is ſufficient to make us apprehen 
Effects which wou'd attend 
ctrine of the Unpardonableneſs of the 
Sin againft the Holy Ghoſt, if it ad- 
mitted of no Wr e no Mitige 
SINE 
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Laſtly, There is no „en of. u. 
derſtanding the Words of our Saviour 
ſo Generally and Univerſally, without 
any Condition, Exception, or Limitg- 
N What is more commen, - than 
for general and indefinite Propoſitions 
in Seri rare, to include a tacit Exception 
or Condition ſuppos'd > For Inſtance, 


Adultereys, Sc. - ſhall inherit the 


He that denieth mo © 


ore 
on, 


the Vo- 


Neu 1 „ 


f _ ee 2 the dn Val Al 
e that 9 Pro- 


$ nruſt Th oP 7 
i Seu e Oy can 
oblige us to think that this P | 
Bit nity him that blaſphenret a ain} Ver. 10. 
„ ir Pall not be forgiven 


cri Propoſitions w bliſh its 
— ment, on Slate — the Nature 
1 of ko not the tdvbidable 


J = againſt Sin when all Do- 


Et den i be — yo — 8 ſl! 
| — be 1 of Sin = 10 1 | 


of, and Minding before the Tribunal 
of God, which is much the fame : How 

come theſe Words of our Saviour to ad⸗ 
mit of no ſuch "ly they no ſuch Sup- 

— * ? Why not be j 
thus? A * 150 hemy ſhall 4 
— rgiven, Wen Feel into | 
pears with the Blaſphemer z where- 2B 


ever 
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om this general Fro- 
han.. againſt. any other 
in from as general Propoſitions ? || The 


Anſwer is, ,, Becauſe | otherwiſe there 
wou'd be no, Diſtinction between this 


Sin againſt; the Holy Ghoſt; and other 


There wou'd be, indeed, no Diſtin- 
&ion between this and other Wilful 
Sins, unleſs in the Degree, not Cet= 


tainty, of the Puniſhment of either. 


But there wou'd be a wide Diſtinctiot 
between this Blaſphemy, and Sins o 
Ignorance or Infirmity ; for the one 
wou'd be Involuntary, the other Wil- 
ful. And this is indeed the true 10 
ſtinct ion which our Saviour makes be 
tweet thoſe Blaſphemies which the 
Jem ſpoke againſt the Son of Man, 


and thoſe they ſpole againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt, The one were Wilful, the other 
were nat 4 and therefore, the one were 
Pardonable, und the other were not. 
And this is N "Reaſon our 
Saviour himſelf aflighs af the Pardotige 
bleneſs of the one, and the nn 
n 
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Adlltingulſh this Ain from other Wilful 


"againſt" th the © Holy Ghoſt. 


blaneſb ur the athens! 
anong them'the Works wich non other 
Man did, the had not bud Sia. The 
_ iof ih Word muſt ſure be 
this, T Was not in the Birth, Pa- 
renta and Perſon of Feſus: Of. Nate» 
meth ch''a Degree of Rvidence.of his 
| the Meine as ; wou'd: hive ren- 
9 J the Ji Reſection ef him inexcu- 
ſable: But the 
Works, wrought by the 
was ſuch that not 
fn Perverſeneſs; 


Spirit of God, 


othing i Obſtinacy, 


from ſinful CR ag 121 Pre judices, 
have reſiſted; 
their Blaſphemy againſt dhe Holy 


Sw 
) muſt not be *. in the ſame 


Rank of Claſs 1 their Sine of 
noratice, their Blaſphemies agalnſt . 


Son of Man. And thus, I eonteſs, 1 can 


ſes no Neceſſity/that cam 'oblige me to 


Sins, any: /otherwiſe than as one Wilful 
Sin may be; diſtinguiſh'd., from another, 
that is, by the Degrees of Wilfulneſs, 
_ . no Obje 
ment agalaſt this Inter pretation, 


but on- 


ly this, That the word % Hint and Blaſe Mat 1H, 


Phemiet in Matthew and Mark, do ſeetn 

to make it neceſſary to diſtinguiſh the 

Sit againſt the —_ * not only 
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_ of his Divine 


indrieſs avi 
and theredhre, this 


ſon of the leaſt Vo- 


Tad not done Vol III. 
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Bo Il. from all Sins of — 


5 Words being p 


{hall not | think it neveſſary'/to 
Time in the Conſutation 01. that 


ciſied our Saviour to be aſterwards con- 


Of the in 


V but all Sins whatever- But Who chat 


reads the following Verſes, or the lame 


Diſcourſe in Lutte xi. will not 
ſee that poet ore Enpreions are ai 
mitted by the —5 be long to, 
and by to 1 phemies and 
Indignities which either qemi ar Gentiles 
might be guilty of towards the Sn f 
Man, conſider d without regard to 
Works: and Miracle. ñĩ 

This Expoſition of | our [Savieurs 
lain, obvious, uſeful, [and 
agreeable to'the. Ankldgy. of Faith, 1 


nion which determities this Bin u 
donable; only TIl take notice briefly; of 
the Inſufficiency. of thatione general Nea- 


on by which they endeavour td cqnfient 
it, 
Sin is incapable of 'Repentande, | 
ſo ? 'Becauſe he reſiſts Lhe iplaineſt E. 


— That he who commits this 


LE 


dence that God can make uſe of for his 
Conviction. But what then > If a Man 
-doth ſo to Day, muſt he cver do iſo ? 
How then came : the Few; uh had cru- 


verted ? There be many 'Prejudices 
and Indifpolitions 1 upon a Man's Mind 


to Day, that may hinder the Operation 


and 


"AY — the LEE Ghoſt, mY 


> Prove hit 


Bir 2 50 of th 
Is not exttabr e 
cos ie No, tho 


Sin fufficient 10 
the Guilt of che 
any other, We fon u 8276 no Wurrant 3 
from Reaſom to'irifer this 3 hepauſe there 
is no Provocation which is too big fer | 
bo * Mercy of' God to Pardon, 
. Metin: Chriſt to _ 
Nothing ten particular und expreſs 
Deca dan se Text, of Gods Re- 
ſolution to do this, can be ſ{fficient to 
witrant ud Ale dbes or ohls'Naturey 
eſpecially ſince Gb has in "His Goſpel 
made a Tender of Pardon to all ſorts of 
Sinners for all ſorts of Sins,upon R epen- 
mo in the moſt general and unlimit- 
ed Terms thar' can be -conceiv'd, For 
From hence] might with probable Re - 
{on infer, that * Divine Grace is 


not 


N ho j 


For HI. not —_ to SY pi which 
V ſeems to me wholly repugnant. to 


Senſe of Scripture and the Catholic 
Church ; or elſe, that Man is not by 
the Commilition of any Sin fo utterly.be- 
reav'd of Gop's Grace, 28 to be ſhut 
up under an Impoſſibility of Repentance z 
for this were to render God's Tender 


of Pardon , uſeleſs, by annexing an. 
poſſible. Condition. > What i alter al : 

| — ſhould be other Sins of as Cry 

a Guilt, and conſequently. of * ig 

Provgcation, not i: ay, 11255 Then 

this Reaſon were of ve 0 little Maney, 

By what I have ad | 15 it 2415 


4 15 d what might be ucoeſs of ſa 


Attempt to > BrOVE 1555 But to proceed 
in general T erm: „ 11146160 
There is one Aggravation | 77 whith : 


i doth wonderfully increaſe the Guilt, of 
"I it. which was not an Ipgredient in the 
1 Sin of the n 1 71 did indeed 
„ bbſtinately oppoſe the Truth, \ br ao BE pe 
| maliciouſſy, 1 ing, it to be Tru 
i I need not prove this z our, Saviour Laith 
it, They know not 2 at they do : Their 
7 they have cloſed, that they, cannot 
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ſee, &c. St. Peter ſaith it, I wot that 
through Ignorance ye did it, as alſo, did 
your Rulers. St. Paul faith it, when 
{peaking of the Wiſdom or Truth, of the 
Goſpel, 
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the. Tri * nat 


that by che [ng "7" ir Fran 
my. Les, but this in:1mpoflible, [Why 2 
ol know the Devils appuſe that Truth 
they know to be Truth there - 
bare tis e impaſſible, it im- 
plies no Contradiction. But it is im - 
poſſible to Man. Iarouid it were: But 
hy do yon think ſo? | Becauſe. tis 
* to. 2 and disbeliere 
ſame time 0 Sthat) if this were 
e it wou = be 4 i lo So any 
an to oppoſe the Truth malici 
becauſe the Oppoſition af ſuch a Man 
 wou'd'be-juſt like the Temper. of his 
Mind, neither malicious, nor yet not 
malicious. But for what Reaſon can we 
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to enable'a Man t oppoſe 'what N 
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his Luſt ſhou' d be 
Reaſon! How poſſible: a 2 vn, 
every Man's Experience caiv i 
I do: not urge this, as if I intendd 
prove, that every Sin againſt.Colrſcience - 
n e 
int the but 
ſhew, that human NRkure k cupabl 


making a malicious 2 0 
the 15 auth. I will ad 


upon this Head, only that 

liar way of E . K | 
given in this World, nor ub¹ꝭj , I 
to come, ought not to ſtartle any Body'y, 
for Firſt, It ſeems plainly to be 'equiva- 
lent to that of Mark 3. 29. Hach 
forgiveneſs, but ir in danger f Br 
Damnation. Or, . by were? it ſhould 
have any thing inary in it) it 
might be thought to imply that final 
rope of — 28 benz N 
t on | up- 
on them, the Foreſight of which might 
cauſe our Saviour to join the Puniſhment 
of this World with that of the other. 
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vially where che Sin 
an ignorant and 
falſe- Not ion, it may ibe;\ from 4idiſho» 
nourable Opinion of the pol ler; which 
terminared' ban God only: by Reflexion 
and 'Confequence.' . Alli the Comfort | 
Dr. Hammond adininiſtery"is. only, that 
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don of this iteupoſſible. Grotiue acknow- - 
ntance uncei-· 
tain ; and inſtead of extricating, increaſes 
the Difficulty, by ſuch -as ſcem 
to multiply the lnſtauces and Caſes | 
wherein the Event of Repentance * 
doubtful. Diodate indeed thinks St; Pe. 
ter did only repreſent the Difficulty. of 
obtaining Pardon for this 81 that - 
he might at once convince the Sinner 
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Pray ye to the Lord for mh Oy" et non 
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Devil, who = ond 
his Will, Whether t 
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